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Discover more

from Gardeners’
World Magazine 6 ( 0
Getmore tips and ideas from the

team to feed your gardening habit,
online, on screen and in print

Theunfurling of newlife from
tiny, dried seedsis always ajoy to see
-whetherit's thefirst time you've
sown them or it's part of your well-
honed routine. As we approach peak
seed-sowing season, in March and
April, were sharing thiseveryday
miracle with you through free packs
of salad and flowers to sow now.

® Sowingtheseed
New to sowing or unsure
why it doesn’t always work?
Join our masterclasses on

8 March in Hampshire and
29 March in Hereford. Go

to gardenersworld.com/
masterclass for details.

And what hot property your seeds
arel AsI'm writing this, the world
appears to be in meltdown about
alack of those summer staples,
courgettes and Iceberg lettuce, here
inthe depths of winter. It makes you
realise how lucky we gardeners are

©® Monty’s spuds
It's not just time to sow
seeds but also spuds.
Watch how Monty does it
in our two-part video at
gardenersworld.com/
monty-potato-trial

© Greener grass tobe so close to the seasons and able
Alan’s guide to organic to enjoy timely eating of the freshest food, picked just moments before
lawns should Inspire you to tit. What do you relish: a fresh-picked Savoy, still dewy and cris
tackle yours this month, youeatit y : p V. y D
and to watch Alan show from the plot, or an airfreighted courgette fresh from the warehouse?

how it's done, see his No .. . , s .
N — Self-sufficiency isn't what it's about, as most of us have neither the space

at gardenersworld.com/ nor time tomake that areality. But this year, why not aim to have at least
alan-titchmarsh one thing to harvest every month?It1l give you new flavours you often
cantbuy andis,ina very small way, a positive step towards helping the
world regainitsbalance. Above all, it will bring you joy far beyond what's
onyour plate, and it starts here - with those seeds.

© Plot to plate

Open up a new world of
flavours with our 132-page
special edition, Grow Your
Oown. Get 60 crop grow
guides plus 6 free seed
packs, at £7.99 in shops or
at buysubscriptions.com/
gyo17 for your copy by post.

Tofuel your gardening passions even more, whether youre a veg head
or flower fancier, the programme is back! Mark the time: 8. 30pm on
10 March - Monty, Nigel and the whole team will see you therel

KEEP UP TO DATE WITH US AT:

facebook.com/ pinterest.com/

GWmagazine gwmag

pwmeg e

Lucy Hall, MOREFREE SEED!

e Editor Don't miss your
Our promise to you... summer flower
Every month we bring you the very best of our @lucyhall GW packs next month
discoveries - from inspiring gardens and amazing @GWmag in the April issue —
plants to shopping tips and advice on how to keep on sale 24 March

your garden blooming. If you ever feel we can
improve, let us know. After all, it's your magazine.

= PS Tomark the 50th anniversary of Gardeners’ World programime, we've
How to getintouch i ) ..
created three unique holidays for you to enjoy in the company of Carol,
For our contacts, turn to page 156

Monty and - launching on page 48 - Adam Frost . Find out more inside...

EDITOR’S PORTRAIT: SARAH CUTTLE. PHOTOGRAPHED ON THE ROOF GARDEN AT THE SOUTHBANK CENTRE’S QUEEN ELIZABETH HALL, LONDON.
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for its promising S of 5?”"@‘

This is a tough month for gardeners: spring
is so close we can almost taste it. Daffodils
are poking through, and leaf buds on shrubs
and trees are as plump and promising as
ababy’s fingers. But, and thisis alarge but,
we are still beset by icy winds, drippy days
and the ever present threat of a nasty frost.
Are we downhearted? We most certainly
are not, for we are gardeners and are always
full of positivity and bonhomie. Spring
will soon arrive, amid sounding trumpets
of sunshine and colour and, in the
meantime, we'll savour what we have.
Words by James Alexander-Sinclair

STAR OF THE MONTH Crocus tommasinianus ‘Barr’s Purple’
Crocuses should always be planted en masse: they take up very little
space, arerelatively cheap to buy and delightfully simple to plant. They
canbe planted into grass or borders but there must be lots of them, as
they’re most effective when given the chance tobecome an azure sea.

If you're pushed for space, they also look great in containers - especially
when planted with tulips to extend the season. Crocuses look particularly
wonderful when it snows -and, of course, it still might!

@ Care Protect bulbs from mice: they seem to think that crocuses are planted especially
for their gastronomic pleasure. Happy in a bit of shade ® Height x Spread 10cm x 5cm

March 2017
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@ skimmia and heuchera

RRTIR

N

© Grape hyacinth and feather grass

March 2017

March

Plant partners

Bursting
with energy

Revitalise pots and borders
this spring with these bright
and breezy duos

O Erysimum ‘Rysi Copper’

and Narcissus ‘Téte-a-téte’

Here we go: abit of zing, fizz and whoopty-do to
shake off the last of those winter blues. This would
make a very striking combination for containers,
especially if you add a hellebore. Don't forget to stop
and smell the wallflowers (Erysimum)- they have

a gloriously seductive scent.

Erysimum ‘Rysi Copper’

@ Care Sow seeds in summer, or buy bare-root plants in
autumn or plug plants in spring. Hardy and bee-friendly.
@® H xS 40cm x 30cm

Narcissus ‘Téte-a-téte’

@ Care One of the best daffodils, perfect for containers
and the front of borders. Bulbs will flower every spring
for many years. Good in a vase.

@ H X S 20cm x 10cm

© Skimmia japonica ‘Magic Marlot’

and Heuchera ‘Forever Purple’
Skimmias offer pink flowers as soft as a whispered
kissand glossy green (or in this case variegated)
leaves. Theyre perfect for keeping potsand
windowboxes warm until the bulbs come romping
through. Good to see the sultry heuchera lurking
below, adding a touch of exotic mystery.

Skimmia japonica ‘Magic Marlot’

@ Care Likes with slightly acid soil. Variegated skimmias
are best in a cool shady position. Good for early bees.
® H xS 50cm x 60cm

Heuchera ‘Forever Purple’

@ care An unfussy evergreen with pink flowers in early
summer. Watch out for vine weevils if growing in pots.
@ H xS 30cm x 40cm

© Muscari aucheri ‘Blue Magic’

and Stipa tenuissima

Where would Martha have been without the
Vandellas? Or Freddieif there were no Dreamers?
Theyd have been in trouble, because stars often
needs strong background support. In this case, the
startling blue of the grape hyacinth (Muscari)is so
much better with the bleached and bouncy stipa.
Muscari aucheri ‘Blue Magic’

@ care Plant bulbs in autumn. It will seed and spread
quite happily in most soils. Beautifully scented.

@ H XS 15cm X 5cm

Stipa tenuissima

@ Care Easy to look after, just comb it vigorously with
a rake in spring to remove dead leaves and old flowers.
@ H xS 60cm x 30cm

PHOTOS: SARAH CUTTLE; JASON INGRAM
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Expert’s choice

Pulmonaria

These tough little charmers have
blooms and leaves that come in a .
variety of colours —and they love a :
shady border, says Graham Rice

Some perennials are essential. Every garden I've
ever had has included pulmonarias — and yours should
too. They're colourful, resilient and have attractive
foliage, as well as flowers that come in many colours.

Related to forget-me-nots (but more permanent)
and to comfrey (but less invasive), pulmonarias are
low-growing, tough, mainly evergreen perennials that
make slow-spreading clumps of usually silver-spotted
foliage. These attractive summer leaves are preceded
from late winter into early summer by clusters
of flowers held in one-sided uncoiling heads.

The range of colours is impressive: from blues
(‘Blue Ensign’) and reds ('Redstart’) to white
(‘Sissinghurst White"), plus one with striped blooms
(‘Barfield Pink’). But following on from the flowers,
the rough and raspy foliage varies from almost round
(“Victorian Brooch’) to long and slender ('Silver
Bouquet’), sometimes entirely green (P. angustifolia),
occasionally completely silver (‘Cotton Cool’), rarely
variegated (‘David Ward’) but usually dark green and
spotted in silver (“Trevi Fountain’).

The low mounds of overlapping foliage are ideal at
the front of shady borders, in ground-covering groups
around shrubs, and their early flowers weave happily
into a spring tapestry. What's more, they're generally
rabbit and deer resistant. Convinced? | thought so.

@ Position Best in dappled or partial shade in fertile *
soil that's never waterlogged, some will take more J

sun if the soil doesn’t dry out. Most are good on clay

and they thrive where other plants often struggle.

@ Care Deadhead regularly to encourage vigour. Cut

back all the old foliage in autumn, then mulch. Leave

to mature into substantial clumps. Warning: if you dig e | e T

up a clump and move it, roots left behind will usually ft*# a
regrow. Prune to two buds after flowering. g E -

® Where to buy Beth Chatto, bethchatto.co.uk, o
01206 822007, Claire Austin Hardy Plants, ; -
claireaustin-hardyplants.co.uk, 01686 670342 S AR S AR »
Macplants, macplants.co.uk, 01875 341179. e Nt

PLANT DIRECTORY Find lots of other

beautiful plants that are at their bestin
R March by using our plant finder at

gardenersworld.com/plant-finder/mar

STORIE CHUGG; PAUL DEBOIS; GETTY/ANDREW.LAWSON; JASON INGRAM

h Pulmonanas

--m-- ----- Sl Lorce, dneine Howers i it
| || [wermomayeses | oweepens | B e oo
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P. officinalis ‘Blue Mist’
Unusually large, pale-blue flowers
are followed by foliage spotted in
greenish white. Flowers Mar-May
H X S 30-35cm.

P. saccharata ‘Dora Bielefeld’
Has lightly spotted foliage, and the
large, clear-pink flowers opening
from coral-pink buds are impressive.
Flowers Mar-May H x S 25-30cm

P.rubra

Bold, fresh-green clumps of
unspotted leaves follow coral-red
flowers. ‘Redstart’ is substantial.
Flowers Feb-Apr H X S 35-45cm.

P. angustifolia

Vivid-blue flowers are followed by
elliptical, plain-green leaves that die
away almost entirely for the winter.
Flowers Mar-May H X S 25-30cm




MORE GREAT PERENNIAL BORDER STARS

Gaillardia ‘Snappy’

The red and yellow blooms take
on a purple sheen in the summer
sunshine. Flowers June-Sept.

H X S 30cm x 30cm
5plugs£8.99

10 plugs £14.99 SAVE£2.99

Anemone x hybrida
‘Queen Charlotte’

Masses of large, pink blooms from
Aug-Oct set on tall, wiry stems.

H X S 150cm x 60cm

1jumbo plug £9.99

3jumbo plugs £19.99 SAVE £9.98

Scabious ‘Kudos Purple’

A cottage-garden favourite, these
also work well in patio containers.
Flowers July-Sept.

H X S 45cm x 30cm

5plugs £9.99

10 plugs £14.99SAVE£4.99

Helianthemum ‘Peachy Keen’
These tough little evergreen rock
roses are hardy, drought tolerant and
trouble free. Flowers May-July.

H X S 20cm x 30cm

5plugs£14.99

10 plugs £19.99 SAVE £9.99

Peony ‘Candy Stripe’

A modern twist with the unique
flower marbling and a strong fruity
fragrance. Flowers May-June.

H X S 90cm x 90cm
1bareroot£14.99

2bareroots £19.99SAVE£9.99

Gaura lindheimeri
‘Sparkle White’
Free-flowering from June-Oct with
a flurry of dazzling white blooms.
H X S 45cm x 45cm

24 plugs£9.99

48 plugsfor £14.99 SAVE £4.99

BONUS
OFFER

Spend £10 or more and

buy 3 Buddleja ‘Buzz™

Indigo’ for only £6.99
(RRP£23.97)
SAVE£16.98

Attractive, easy-to-grow
compact plants, ideal for
a patio or small garden.
H X S 120cm x 120cm

T&Cs Free plants despatched between
March and April 2017. All other orders will be
acknowledged by letter or email, advising
despatch date. Offer closes 15 April 2017.
Please note your contract for supply of goods
is with Thompson & Morgan, Poplar Lane,
Ipswich IP8 3BU. Terms and conditions
available on request. All offers subject to
availability. Full growing instructions included.
All height are spread sizes indicate full grown
sizes and not size supplied.*Calls cost 7p/
minute plus your network access charge

.................................................................... et R
FREE pollinator offer il Zamee coge: 6ws707

TO ORDER To order please send cheques and postal orders to
Gardeners’ World Plants for Wildlife, Dept GW870Z, PO Box 162,
Ipswich, IP8 3BX

Title
Address

PRICE Mary| TOTAL

48 *FREE PLANTS FOR WILDLIFE for every
reader (only one per household) worth over £39

£5.65
postage

£5.65

TCF78513
postage

TCK57195A
TCK57196

£8.99
£14.99

Gaillardia ‘Snappy’ x 5 plugs
Gaillardia ‘Snappy’ x 10 plugs SAVE £2.99

£8.09
£13.49

Initial Surname

TCM67548
TCF67547

£9.99
£14.99

Scabious ‘Kudos Purple’ x 5 plugs
Scabious ‘Kudos Purple’ x 10 plugs SAVE £4.99

£8.99
£13.49

Postcode
Mobile

Tel (for queries)

£14.99
£19.99

TCF71412
TCF71413P

£13.49
£17.99

Peony ‘Candy Stripe’ x 1 bare root

Email Peony ‘Candy Stripe’ x 2 bare roots SAVE £9.99

TCK12611
TCK12610

£9.99
£19.99

A.’'Queen Charlotte’ x 1 jumbo plugs
A.’'Queen Charlotte’x 3 jumbo plugs SAVE £9.98

£8.99

| enclose a cheque/PO for £ made payable to
£17.99

Thompson & Morgan, with my name and address on the back.
Please do not send stamps or cash.

TCK57207
TCF57208

TCF47433
TCF47434

£14.99
£19.99

H. ‘Peachy Keen’ x 5 plugs
H. ‘Peachy Keen'’ x 10 plugs SAVE £9.99

£13.49
£17.99

Or charge my Visa[ | Mastercard [ |

card number [ ][I OO0 T 00 CIOIEE]
startdate [ | /[ |[ ] Expirydate [ || /[ || ] card security code [ ][ ][]

(Last 3 digits printed on signature strip)

Gaura ‘Sparkle White’ x 24 plugs
Gaura ‘Sparkle White’ x 48 plugs SAVE £4.99

£9.99
£14.99

£8.99
£13.49

BONUS OFFER | have spent £10 or more on my
order. Please send me 3 Buddleia Buzz plants for
£6.99 (RRP £23.97) SAVE £16.98

TCA47518A £6.99 |£6.29

Date

Immediate Media Company Ltd, publishers of BBC Gardeners’ World Magazine, would love
to keep you informed by post or phone of special offers and promotions from the Immediate
Media Company Group. Please tick if you'd prefer not to receive these [J

Please tick here if you'd like to receive details of special offers from BBC Worldwide via email (]

Signature

Subscribers: insert your discount code here see p26

GRAND TOTAL
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Just pay £5.65 postage
*

worth

48 FREE.

plants for Wildlife for every reader £39

Fill your borders with this mix of perennial and
annual easy-to-grow summer blooms, guaranteed
to attract beneficial pollinating wildlife.

Yow’llreceive 12 each of the following plants:

@ Poppy ‘Ladybird’ Height x Spread 45cm x15cm

@ Lavender ‘Munstead’Hx S 45cm X 60cm

® Geum ‘Mrs J.Bradshaw’ HxX S 60cm x 60cm
® Echinacea‘Pink Parasol’ Hx S 90 x 60cm

@ 0844 573 6054* (quote code GW8702) m “Thompson, Best deal

. &#“Morgan [ ity togetanextra

| www.thompson-morgan.com/GW870Z (I1E18] Jouraisconntcode

March 2017 ardenersworld.com 13
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3 point age-defying cream

NIGHT

«/
\

As hydrating as the 10 best selling
£100+ night creams even the £450+* one:

Formulated to provide deep hydration when you most need it - overnight.
It penetrates 10 layers deep while you sleep, so you can awake

to firmer looking skin.

#AGELESS

romonitor research conducted September 2016. For more information visit www.olay.co.uk/en-gb/3pointnight
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Money can buy many things, but rarely a garden that is personal to you, says Monty

E can’timagine that I would ever design

the grief (I've yet to meet a Chelsea
garden designer who isn’t completely

to compete and don’t want to advertise for
work designing gardens for other people.
Gardening for me is personal. I can only

to do in my space and how I might go about
doing it with my own hands. The only
gardens I've ever truly loved are my own.
The more personal a garden can be,
the better it will become. When helping
people on Big Dreams Small Spaces, the
most important partI can play s to get
them to abandon all the received ideas
of what a garden should look like, and
think as personally about themselves
and what they want from their garden.
It’s surprising how often people don’t
really think that through, butinstead
have animage taken from the telly, a
show garden or a magazine that they
superimpose onto the space outside their
back door. But beneath

reality is straightforward, give or take
weeks of blood, tears, toil and sweat.

But there is a factor in gardens made for
‘clients’, let alone a Chelsea show garden,
that most of us never have to worry about:
money, in vast amounts that most of us can
only dream about. I've had glimpses of the
way the super-rich spend their money - on
gardens and more —and it is fascinating,
intoxicating and slightly repulsive.

Money does two thingsin a garden. The
firstis to buy you time. Money gets things
done when you want, not when cash flow

can treat making a garden in the same way
as building ahouse: as a planned, highly
disciplined operation that focuses on a
delivery date. The more money you have,

can buy. Money also buys you size. Fully
grown trees can be craned into position,
and huge rocks can be bought in by the

appear overnight. Topiary doesn’t grow for
the veryrich but arrives fully formed.

March 2017

the closer to some kind of finished state you

lorryload and assembled like Lego. Avenues

: Hedges can be bought and planted already
ashow garden. Apart from not needing :

clipped to their full height. And you can have

: asmuch of it as space permits, so you can
¢ fullyindulge in the careless but devastatingly
exhausted by the experience), I've no desire :

effective joys of repetition on a grand scale.
Not many of us get to walk round the

private gardens of the veryrich, but part
: of the fun of the large Chelsea show gardens
really engage by thinking about what Iwant :

is to guess at how much they cost and to

: marvel at the sheer size of the trees, topiary,
water features and more. A few weeks ago,

: Tvisited a tree nursery in Greece with a friend
 who waslooking for a couple of trees for her

. small garden on a Greek island and was

. staggered by the sheer quantity of giant trees
: forsale. Vast olives with rootballs so large

: you'd need a police escort for any lorry big

. enough to transport them, fully grown

: citruses and row upon row of 40ft-high

: cypresses. All you had to do was to point

. and say, “Iwant that one”, and it could be

: delivered and planted in days.

How intoxicating it would be if your bank

. balance was fathoms deep. The temptation
: to go mad with cranes, excavators and

teams of skilled workers

hebmblesbuldng @6 Gardensneedto  bamsiomy
is something much evolve slowly tobecome  be great. But it would be
mextensionofsouand  CIISEIvVessothatthey S
your family. Thgn the aretrueto you ” few d.ays, butyouwouldn’t
process of making thata want to live like that.

Trees are best planted when they are small

: enough to be picked up by hand. Gardens

: need to evolve slowly to become themselves
: sothat they are true to you and their

: surroundings. Money only buys you

i so much: the biggest house in the land

: and a superb garden created by the

: best designers and assembled in an

: astonishingly short time. Putlike that,

: itdoesn’t sound like such a bad deal. But

! it can’t buy you a home and it can’t make

: your own garden personal to you. Those

: are the only gardens that have true value.

or nature permits. With enough money, you :

(]
‘ u”\,a\r\&‘.\f \
\
Gardeners’ World
Monty returns with the
Gardeners’ World team on T?R'
Friday,10 March at 8.30pm.
R o
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It’s brilliant. Even with this much liquid? the
super absorbent core turns liquid to gel. So | get
incredible protection in a surprisingly thin pad.

Always Discreet for sensitive bladder. ~— _ ,93’“
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Have your say

Write to Have your say, Gardeners’ World, Vineyard House, 44 Brook Green, London W6 7BT

or email letters@gardenersworld.com and you could win National Garden Gift Vouchers

Thebees’ needs

Please be careful with your
headings. In Clippings (February
issue) you ran the article ‘Brexit
means bee-exit?’ This could lead
people to think that we should
stay in the EU to protect our bees.
| appreciate that the excessive use
of pesticides can be harmful to
pollinators, but I am concerned that
your headline, together with some
of the article’s content and final
remarks, add weight to some
people’s argument that we should
remain in the EU. The article clearly
casts doubt on our Government'’s
ability to make decisions that are
in the best interests of UK farmers,
gardeners and bees.

Peter Spiers, Staffordshire

It is essential to keep the current
ban on neonicotinoid pesticides, for
the sake of future generations and
crop fertilisation. Let's not dilute
food standards any further, which
would be detrimental to ecology.
Adrienne Sainsbury, by email

We say We contacted Defra

for its comments on what leaving
the EU would mean for pesticide
use in the UK, but have not
received a reply at the time

of going to press.

Notabad apple?

1 was surprised to see the
statement in The Full Monty
(February issue): ‘the single most
important plant in the Garden of
Eden: the apple.’ If Eden was
located around Mesopotamia,
then an apple tree would be most
unlikely. In all translations of the
Bible I've read, it simply says fruit.
Vince Henderson (retired
RE teacher), by email

March 2017

Are we anation ”
divided over foxes?

5 1even
Hedgehogs have Deen R TEns and )
voted Britain's most Bettenose dolphing, 50
popular UK mammal bt Wit a5t have more than
it My SUFpISE MENY 10 asoftspotfor the wily

Out-foxing their critics

In the February issue you ask: ‘Are
we a nation divided over foxes?’
Well, | certainly am — while | enjoy
the occasional sight of foxes in my
garden, | am not so happy when
they howl in the early hours of the
morning. However, my dogs love
chasing them around the garden.
Christopher Coward, by email

Foxes have visited our garden for
many years, but usually never more
than one at a time, so we were
excited to see two playing together.
However, my attitude changed
when | discovered overturned pots
and broken ornaments — obviously
a good night! | thought | would stop
encouraging them with food, as
they had definitely slipped down
my ‘favourite wild animal list'!

Help ahedgehog

We were sorry to see that fewer
readers had reported hedgehog
sightings this year (February issue),
but sadly not surprised. Ensuring
hedgehogs have easy access to
gardens is really important, and
gardeners can do a lot to help.
First, create a hedgehog highway
by cutting a hole at the bottom of
your fences to allow hedgehogs
in and out. Always check for
hedgehogs before lighting bonfires,
forking into compost heaps or using
strimmers and mowers. Also, try to
avoid using pesticides and poisons
to protect the food chain, which is

However, | really missed the
simple pleasure of seeing these
beautiful animals, so with the
arrival of cold weather | began
feeding them again. | secured my
pots in readiness and hope the
visitors don't disgrace themselves
too much, so they can go back to
the top of my wildlife popularity list.

Valerie Wallace, South Yorkshire

The fox is certainly not my
favourite mammal, and I try to
discourage them from our garden.
But when a den was dug under
our shed, the sight of the mummy
fox with her six cubs feeding,
while daddy fox stood guard,
is a wonderful memory I shall
never forget!

Pauline Prismall, Wallington

Leave out meat-based dog or cat
food, or unsalted chopped peanuts

vital for their survival. Hedgehog
Awareness Week takes place from
30 April to 6 May - find out more
at britishhedgehogs.org.uk.
Fay Vass, British Hedgehog
Preservation Society, Shropshire

ne view from your
side of the fence

Flyingin the
face of fashion

I'm glad Alan is sitting on the
fence in Tales from Titchmarsh
(February issue). | have never
been one to follow trends,
especially in the garden. It's
my garden and if anyone told
me to ditch my hanging baskets
or send them to the local pub,
I would turn the air as blue as
my trailing lobelia, which | can
never resist even though I'm
sure they're not in fashion!
Sylvia Monk, Bishop’s Stortford

I've been gardening on
the east coast of Scotland for
nearly 30 years, and I've learnt
a lot from Alan. But I have to
disagree with his disdain for
lime-green heucheras (Tales,
February issue). We have very
long winters, so | am very
grateful for the many beautiful
evergreen heucheras. They're
especially useful in shade, and
the lime ones are not only the
brightest, but also some of
the hardiest varieties.

Karen Fraser, Dundee

g ] 'HJ
Lime heucheras add valuable
and vibrant year-round colour

gardenersworld.com
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Which crops
canlgrow
in amixed
flower bed?

@ Try to find a copy of Geoff
Hamilton’s The Ornamental Kitchen
Garden. I've seen ruby chard,
‘Cavolo Nero’ and red onions grown
with the ‘Bishop of Llandaff’ dahlia
at Arboretum Kalmthout. Also,
fennel, purple sprouting broccoli
and cut-and-come-again salads.
Obelixx

@ Blueberry bushes! Just dug a

trench for mine in the middle of

a border with ericaceous compost.
Mattwestyorks

@ A couple I've grown as
ornamentals are chard and kale.
punkdoc

@ | used to grow mangetout in
borders. They don't take up much
room with a little tripod of canes
to grow up and the flowers
are similar to sweet peas.

Fairygirl

@ |'ve grown broad beans among
wallflowers in a cottage-style front
garden. Passersby would stop and
ask what the pretty black and white
flowers were. And the bees that
came to the wallflowers pollinated
the beans.

Dovefromabove

@ I've made a border of thyme

plants, which are very easy to grow.

They're very attractive in a border.
Pat E

GARDENERSWORLD.
COM/FORUM featureslots
of lively debate, with readers
asking questions and offering
advice. Tojoin thisthread go
to gardenersworld.com/
edible-flower-bed

gardenersworld.com

Over thefence

Ivy:isthis garden
regular a friend or foe?
Toby Beasley and Chris Baines debate if

this robust plant isa damaging bully or a wildlife essential

vy mightlook attractive growing
on the wall of your house, and
astudy of ivy growing on buildings
conducted by English Heritage
suggested it doesn’t cause harm to sound
masonry. And that’s the point: masonry
has to be sound or it can lead to problems.
The vigorous roots that grow from ivy
stems will exploit any weakness they find;
once they start growing behind mortar
it will soon be pushed out. It’s a constant
battle to keep ivy out of gutters, drainpipes
and rooftiles and it must be kept from
painted surfaces as it will pull off paint

: very easily.
€6 Onceivyhas " think
covered twice before
g : growing itup
SOmethmg It trees. After the

makes any work nextwinter
extradifficult 99 storm checkto

see which trees
get blown over. I'll bet the uprooted ones
will have an ivy ‘sail’ where it has grown
extensively in the crown. This bulk will
catch the wind far more effectively than
the tree’s own branches, and can cause
atree to topple over. Ivy can disfigure
plantsifit’s allowed to smother them,
especially conifers, where the ivy leaves
can shade out any new growth.

Ivy’s dense foliage can also hide things
—from attractive coloured bark to rotting
fungion an oak tree, or one of those ‘snail
cities’ that always seem to lurk somewhere
under ivy leaves. Once ivy has covered
something, it makes any work extra
difficult. My rotten, ivy-clad garden fence
(no doubt rotten because the ivy held
moisture for longer) was a nightmare to
replace: the ivy had not only covered it but
also rooted where it touched the ground.

Ivyhasits uses, butit’s also hard work to
keep looking good and comes with a host of
issues —do you really want it in your garden?

few years ago, in this

magazine’s review of leading

gardeners’ favourite plants,

I chose English ivy.
Horticultural heresy? I don’t think so!

On a sunny afternoon in late autumn
you can hear the ivy in my garden. The
glistening nectar on the jewel-like flower
heads is a magnet to any bees, wasps,
hoverflies and other pollinators in the area,
and the plant comes alive with their busy
buzzing. This late supply of sugary energy
also helps to secure survival for over-
wintering butterflies, such as peacocks,
red admirals and small tortoiseshells, and
many of them will choose to hibernate in
recesses of mature ivy. One of the great
camouflage ‘tricks’ of British wildlife is the
disappearing act that torpid brimstone
butterflies perform when they hangin the
ivyimitating its dead leaves. The holly blue
butterfly depends on ivy even more
directly, as alternate generations of females
lay their eggs in its flowers.

The plant’s very late flowering produces
afruit crop that ripens later than all our
other native trees

and shrubs.Ina “ Ona sunny
harsh winter, ft

when the birds allernoon YOU.
have stripped can heartheivy
hawthorn, rowan .

and other fruits, NIy garden ”

English ivy berries will be reaching
perfection. They provide a valuable source
of food for redwings, wood pigeons,
fieldfares, blackbirds and song thrushes.
As atough evergreen, ivy offers very
effective shelter all year round. Wrens,
robins and blackbirds build their nests
there. Bats roost there and all manner of
helpful insects, spiders and other creatures
hide there. A fence or wall clothed in
English ivyis as comprehensive a wildlife
resource as you can fitin a garden.

Toby Beasley is Head Gardener at Osborne, the
former home of Queen Victoria and Prince Albert

Chris Baines is an independent environmentalist
and author of RHS Companion to Wildlife Gardening

HAVE YOUR SAY Do you think ivy should roam free in our gardens due to its benefits to
wildlife or is it a bothersome, invasive thug? Write in and tell us at the address on p17

March 2017
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£2 off

when you spend £15
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Free UK Shipping. Quality Promise. Money-Back Guarantee.

The UK’s No.1 direct suppller of vitamins & supplements Nutrition for a healthy lifespan
any other offers. Healthspan Ltd, PO Box 64, Guernsey, GY1 3BT www.healthspan.co.uk
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TOYOTA

ALWAYS A
BETTER WAY

You can't always rely on your own eyes. Toyota Auris

They might be telling you that the horizontal lines above are curved, right? Not so. Your eyes won't be so O D/o A I R

easily tricked with the help of Toyota Auris — now with Toyota Safety Sense (excludes Active grade). Its Representative*
Pre-Collision System alerts you to hazards ahead and automatically applies the brakes, which may prevent

a collision, giving you peace of mind behind the wheel. £1
The Pre-Collision System is just one feature of Toyota Safety Sense — a range of safety features designed '

to keep you and your passengers out of harm’s way. towards your deposit*
year Auris Design 5 door 1.2 VVT-i Manual. Official Fuel Consumption Figures in mpg (I/200km): Urban 43.5 (6.5), Extra Urban 58.9 (4.8), Combined 52.3
5 OTOTA (5.4). CO; Emissions 125g/km. All mpg and CO. figures quoted are sourced from official EU regulated laboratory test results. These are provided to allow
WARRANTY comparisons between vehicles and may not reflect your actual driving experience. Model shown is MY17 Auris Design 5 door 1.2 VVT-i Manual at £20,445. Price excludes metallic

paint at £545. Prices correct at time of going to print. *0% APR Representative and £1,500 Finance Deposit Allowance only available on new retail orders of Auris (excluding Active grade) between 15th
December 2016 and 31st March 2017 and registered and financed through Toyota Financial Services by 30th June 2017 on a 3.5 year AccessToyota (PCP) plan with 0%-35% deposit. Toyota Financial Services (UK) PLC; registered
office Great Burgh, Burgh Heath, Epsom, Surrey, KT18 5UZ. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Indemnities may be required. Finance subject to status to over 18s. Other finance offers are available but
cannot be used in conjunction with this offer. Excess miles over contracted charged at 8p per mile. Toyota Centres are independent of Toyota Financial Services. Terms and conditions apply. Affordable finance through AccessToyota.
5year/100,000 mile manufacturer warranty subject to terms and conditions.
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Bumblebees benefit from
community grant

3

Funding
winners

A shared allotment
scheme in Essex, and the
Bumblebee Conservation
Trust’s Pollinating The Peak
project in Derbyshire, are
two of nearly 400 projects
nationwide to have won a
grant from the Aviva
Community Fund. Other
winners included the
Brogdale National Fruit
Collection, along with Inch
Park in Brechin where a
wildlife trail will be created
in one of Scotland’s most
deprived areas. Grants of
between £1,000 and
£25,000 were made by the
insurance giant for the
environmental projects.
Could your local project
benefit from a cash
injection? For more
information on how to
apply for the 2017 awards
g0 to community-fund.
aviva.co.uk

Clippings

Our monthly pick of the latest gardening news and views

Gardeners’ World back on our screens

As GW TV returns to
BBC2 on 10 March,
Executive Producer, Paolo
Proto, reveals what's in
store for the year ahead:
“2017 is going to be a
really exciting year for the
Gardeners’ World and all of
us in the production team
are looking forward to
sharing it with viewers.
We'll be producing more
than 20 hour-long shows,

plus we will celebrate our
50th year in production.

“All the usual faces will
be returning to the series -
Monty, Carol, Joe and
Rachel - along with new
presenters who joined last
year, including Adam
Frost, Frances Tophill,
Flo Headlam, Nick Bailey
and Mark Lane.

“There are some great
events to look forward to

[ "

Newseries

over the year, particularly
BBC Gardener’s World Live,
which will be hosting our
50th anniversary
celebrations, plus we'll be
covering the new RHS
Chatsworth Flower Show.
We also have a whole host
of new strands, which
we're busily researching
now, as well as some
dramatic developments

at Longmeadow!”

N

Monty and the Gardeners’ World =
teamreturn to our screens on
Friday,10 March at 8.30pm.

Sightings of bluetits
tumbled last year - why?

March 2017

Is rain to blame for blue tit scarcity?

Blue tit numbers are at a 13-year low,
according to figures from the British Trust
for Ornithology (BTO). In December, BTO
Garden Birdwatchers reported the lowest
numbers of blue tits spotted in gardens
since 2003 - last year’s damp spring and
wet summer could be to blame.

Usually, during winter, the lack of food
available in the wild, brings adult and
juvenile blue tits into gardens to use bird
feeders. But low sightings indicate that
the wet weather during the breeding

season, particularly in June, could have
made it difficult for adults to feed
themselves and their chicks, thus fewer
young birds survived than usual last year.
Claire Boothby, Garden BirdWatch
Ambassador says, “We'll be waiting to
see how blue tits fare this winter. We
would welcome information from
birdwatchers about what is happening in
their gardens.” To find out how to help the
BTO monitor blue tits and other garden
birds in 2017, visit www.bto.org/gbw

March

Newsinbrief

@ Posh plants
Victoria Beckham
wooed David with an
aloe vera, offeringitas a
salve for his sunburn on
one of their first dates.
David mentioned the
moment as a special
guest on Radio 4's
Desert Island Discs.

® In Alan we Trust
Check out Alan
Titchmarsh’s new TV
series Secrets of the
National Trust, where he
explores the stories
behind the Trust's
properties and gardens.
Tuesdays, Channel 5 at
7pm - 1-hour episodes,
until 14 March.

©® On your hike
The National Cycle
Network (NCN) is
looking for volunteers to
help manage its habitats
and run wildlife events
on its cycle paths. To
find projects in your
area visit sustrans.org.
uk/volunteer

©® Queen of herbs
Jekka McVicar will
design the first ever
permanent garden at
RHS Malvern Spring
Festival. The garden will
focus on the importance
gardening has on our
health and wellbeing.
Opens 11 May, Three
Counties Showground.

® Marvelous magnolias
RHS expert, Jim
Gardiner, will share his
expertise on magnolias
at a talk and tour at
Borde Hill Garden, West
Sussex on 5 April.
Tickets from £25. See
bordehill.co.uk

gardenersworld.com
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Unlocking
gardening’s
potential

Prisoners at HMP
Wandsworth will soon be
involved in ‘greening up’
areas of the London jail

in a Gardening Against

the Odds project called
Unlocking Nature. Run

by The Conservation
Foundation, activities such
as growing vegetables

and keeping chickens and
bees will aid offenders’
rehabilitation and help
them gain useful gardening
and farming qualifications.
“Unlocking Nature shows
how practical gardening
activities really can make a
difference to minds, spirits
and life opportunities,”
said David Shreeve,
director of the Foundation.
“There is a huge amount
of enthusiasm to make

it happen and we believe

it is a challenge well
worth undertaking.”

National Trust
Berrington Floral
Vine Kneeler
Stylish, yet practical and
comfy to use. £20, shop.
nationaltrust.org.uk

gardenersworld.com
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Visit Italy with Monty

Don’t miss your chance to book a place on our
exclusive tour to the gardens of the Italian Lakes. Monty
Don and BBC Gardeners’ World Magazine Editor, Lucy
Hall, will join the tour as you enjoy fine Italian food and
luxury accommodation. The trip runs 24-28 April, from
£1,995 pp. See the full itinerary at gardenersworld.com/
monty-italy or call 01334 657155.

The stunning gardens of Villa Balbianello, on Lake Como

Crazy pavingrevival

Crazy paving will make a
comeback at RHS Chelsea
this year in Nigel Dunnett’s
Greening Grey Britain
Garden. The creator of the
wildflower meadows at
London 2012's Olympic
Park, says affordability

is at the forefront of his
design for the world's
most elite horticultural
event, and he aims to
“provide ideas for
people that they can
try athomeorina
community garden.”
Planning to use recycled

William Morris
Honeysuckle Kneeler
This beautifully designed,
extra-large cushion has
thick foam padding.
£19.99, briersltd.co.uk

municipal slabs, with no
concreting in between,

he describes his exhibition
garden as a “sponge
garden” that will allow rain
water to soak away, which
is particularly relevant as
flooding is on the increase
in the UK. The planting is
designed to support
pollinators.

Kneelo Kneeler, in Moss
A lightweight but
generously sized kneeler
with memory foam
technology. £14.99,
burgonandball.com

Pottery designer
Emma Bridgewater
talks sweetpeas

Garden talk

This year sees British
pottery designer, and
passionate gardener,
Emma Bridgewater team
up with Unwins to create

a limited edition sweet pea
vase. We discover why the
fragrant blooms are her
must-grow flowers.

What'’s your favourite
sweetpeaand why?

I would say ‘Cupani’- it's
related to the wild one
that grows in Sicily in the
spring and although its
short stalks make picking
quite a long job, it smells

| by far the most delicious.

| Whatsweet peawould
. yousuggest for people

whowantlongstems?
‘Castle of Mey’, a creamy
white variety, and
‘Memories’, which has
deep purple/pink flowers,
are both beautiful long-
stemmed sweet peas and
make a great contrast
when paired together.

What’s your
secretto
success
when
growing
sweetpeas?
Sow by
November for the
‘earlies’ and as late as
1 May to keep the
blooms coming until

September. And be
brutal when pinching
out the shoots.

Whatare your three
goldenrules for
growing cut flowers?
First, grow zinnias.
Secondly, thin your plants
out properly, the more
room they have got to
breathe the better the
flowers. And last, grow
more than you think you
need, no one ever said
‘that’s too many flowers'.

Doyouhaveagarden
shed -and whatdo you
useitfor?

Yes, | have one. It's
stacked high with pots,
canes and mouse traps
(vital for keeping mice
off sweet-pea seeds) and
of course for hiding in.

From 1 March, Emma’s
vase (worth £14.99) is free
to the first 1,000 gardeners
who buy three packets of

e seed from the new
ﬁ% Unwins Sensational
‘N Sweet Peas

range. Claim
online
at unwins.
co.uk/emma
bridgewater. You
will need to pay £4.99

"T® postage and provide

proof of purchase
to qualify.

March 2017
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¥ s Versatile, powerful and easy to use, the Stiga’ - -
1 range of lawn tractors and front mowers glide
. £ 'y over large lawns with control and ease, .

0800 669 6326 / T I G A
www.stigalawnmowers.co.uk

Brltatn 3 =
selling garden
- tractors from
£1, 699,.

Combining effortless power and surprising versatility, Mountfield garden tractors make cutting lawns a pleasure.
From compact lawn riders and garden tractors, small enough to pass through a standard garden gate, to the new
heavy-duty tractors that can tackle large orchards and paddocks, a Mountfield tractor gets the job done effortlessly.

www.mountfieldlawnmowers.co.uk 0800 669 6325 MO“ lltfleld




Don’t know your apps
from your uploads?

Don’t get left behind.
Get this FREE Which?
guide and discover:

How to get started

How to take and share precious photos
How to make video calls

How to download essential apps

A handy jargon buster

Video calling? Sharing pics? Apps? Data?
Clouds? Feeling left behind? Don’t worry.
Now there’s something you can do about it.

Once upon a time, phones were used to make calls. And that was
it. Now they seem to come with bells, whistles and a whole array
of features and functions that only the tech-savvy can
understand.

Our Which? experts have done all the hard work for you
That’s why our tech experts have put together this handy,
easy-to-understand guide to smartphones.

It covers everything from setting your phone up for the first time
to taking and sharing family photos. From video calling your

Esge_r_ltia_!_apps Making video

nearest and dearest to downloading and using essential apps to
make your life easier and more fun. And all in plain English.

It'll also help you navigate the data minefield to avoid
inadvertently spending a small fortune. Plus our experts share
the very latest security and storage tips. And it comes with a
handy jargon buster to untangle all the technobabble.

Don’t get left behind

So, get up to speed and get the most out of your smartphone.
Without having to embarrassingly ask the kids or grandkids how
todoitall.

Call today for your invaluable guide
Don'’t get left behind, get smart with your smartphone.
Call 0800 116 4602 now for your copy. It's completely FREE.

Phone security

Download handy apps

Video call family and friends

Keep your phone secure

Call today for your FREE guide

08001164602

or text ‘SPT for FREE to 80057

Quote ref PH255F

Which? is the business name of Which? Limited, registered in England and Wales number 677665. Registered office: 2 Marylebone Road, London, NW14DF.




competition

WIN! A Rhino greenhouse

Enter our prize draw for a chance to win one of two Rhino greenhousesina
choice of elegant colours andjl_‘.mcludmg arange of accessories and installation WORTH

[ ————————— 7 500

An 8’ X 12" in
Antique Ivory
is perfect

for any plot

We've teamed up with Rhino Greenhouses glass to protect you and your plants. Once
to offer BBC Gardeners’ World Magazine you've prepared the area where you want How to enter
readers the chance to win one of two of its the greenhouse sited”, Rhino Greenhouses . . _—
most popular greenhouses, an 8’ x 12" and will speedily deliver and install your Tobg1nw1thachanceofwmmng
a6' x 8 —it's all part of our celebrations to greenhouse so you can get growing! aRhino greenhouse goto
commemorate 50 years of the Gardeners’ : gardenerswo.rld.con.nl rhino
World TV programme. Your prizeincludes i andanswer this question:

Plus, you can choose the specification up to e Either an 8’ x 12 or 6’ x 8" Rhino greenhouse Which of these is not usually found
the winning valuet to create your own bespoke e Delivery and installation® of greenhouse i inagreenhouse?
greenhouse. Whether you decide on Silver Sage, e Choice of colours : A) Thermometer
Antique Ivory, Bay Tree Green or Blue Grass, e Staging, shelving, blinds, and more i
the contemporary colours are guaranteed to - i B) Propagator
complement your garden, making gardening ' i : i €)Rotovator

in your Rhino greenhouse a pleasure.

Good ventilation is vital to good growing, and
both these models have excellent built-in vents
to allow cool air to circulate around the plants
and force the hot, stale air out through the roof,
creating the perfect environment for your plants
to thrive. And Rhino greenhouses are as robust
as their name suggests, with 4mm toughened

CLOSING DATE FOR ENTRIES
IS 23 APRIL 2017

To discover more about the Rhino range go to
rhinogreenhouses.co.uk/competition

Terms & Conditions: Promoter Immediate Media Company London Ltd. 1 Value of total prize fund split as 1st Prize: Rhino Premium 8x12, including accessories & installation, worth £4,400; 2nd Prize: Rhino Premium 6x8,
including accessories & installation, worth £3,100. *Winner is responsible for providing a suitably prepared area for installation. This can be a firm, level, compacted soil area or alternatively a prepared cement base. Both
options are the winner’s responsibility. Closing date for entry is midday, 23 April 2017. All correct entries shall be entered into a draw and the winner will be selected at random. Winners will be notified within 14 days of
competition close. If the winner cannot be contacted or does not respond within 15 business days of receiving email notification, if the notification is returned or is undelivered, such potential winner forfeits all rights to any
prize and an alternative winner will be selected. Your competition prize is subject to availability. No cash alternative, non-transferable and no alternate prize will be offered. Not for resale. Only one entry per person. Delivery
to a UK address. This competition is open to all residents of the UK, 18 years or older. Employees of Immediate Media Co or Greenhouses Direct, their families or anyone else connected with this competition will not be
eligible. Bulk entries, or entries sent through trade, consumer groups, agents or third parties will not be accepted. Promotion is subject to the laws of England. Full terms and conditions apply, see gardenersworld.com/rhino
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(PLEASE WRITEIN CAPITAL LETTERS) i

Complete your details
Title Forename
Surname
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Postcode
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Every issue of BBC Gardeners’ World Magazine is packed full
of practical, trustworthy and timely advice from your favourite
gardening experts, including Monty Don, Carol Klein, Alan
Titchmarsh and many more.

The Direct Debit Guarantee

This guarantee is offered by all banks and building societies that accept instructions to pay Direct Debits. If
there are any changes to the amount, date or frequency of your Direct Debit, BBC Gardeners’ World
Magazine will notify you 10 working days in advance of your account being debited or as otherwise agreed.
If an error is made in the payment of your Direct Debit by BBC Gardeners’ World Magazine or your bank or
building society, you are entitled to a full and immediate refund of the amount paid from your bank or
building society. If you receive a refund you are not entitled to, you must pay it back when BBC Gardeners’
World Magazine asks you to. You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by simply contacting your bank or
building society. Written confirmation may
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Every seed
holds the exciting
promise _of future
abundance

"]

Monty Don shares S
his tips for turning a

few seedsinto a garden

bursting with life.

Photos by Marsha Arnold

ightacross the country, envelopes
crammed with seed packets are
tumbling through letterboxes,
while visitors to garden centres
areriffling through racks of seeds. Some will
no doubt buy packets that they’ll never open e
and others will sow in expectation, then fail g8 .
before germination. But millions of seeds > &
will soon be growing to delight gardeners [ESEEE. ——
across the length and breadth of the land. o T
This is seed sowing time. N » :

On one level, it’s the simplest horticultural
recipe there is. Take a seed and place it in
or on a growing medium of some kind, add
water and heat, and a brand new plant
magically appears. Simple.

In practice, there are many variations and
refinements on this. I also know that for
many people eager to grow as much as
possible from seed, but not perhaps wholly ) \{
confident with the whole business, there is a
sense they could or should be doing it better { 4
or differently. Let’s start with the first and A%
most important rule of all horticulture: =
if it works, then you are doing it right. (The s .
second being if you are not enjoying it, then s
you are doing it wrong.) Yet I have found R 3
from my own experience over the years that 3
there are several factors that will improve %
the chances of success with all kinds of seeds @\%\\g
- and understanding this ensures a better |
return on your investment in the seeds s
themselves. While it is certainly the cheapest
way, by miles, of stocking your garden with
the widest possible range of plants, a year’s
supply of seeds can still add up to a sizeable
sum. So you want as many as possible to y

r/ 3 grow well from the very start.
. — A\ Agood startin Begin with the seeds as they arrive. Once
A S S SN E T you have been through them, laid them all
Y \ <,,? i enjoﬁ‘ 'plentiful out on a table, made a note of what you have, N
; ;‘t al:*/e?ts all summer a spreadsheet or whatever it is that you do, .
- 4528 y % g
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on'ty S potting bench keeps
‘compost, seed trays, sieves
and labels in easy reach

store them somewhere cool and dry. If in
doubt, you cannot go wrong by keeping
seedsin the fridge.

Then you need to decide which growing
medium is best for you. This is as simple or
complex as you want it to be. The easiest
solution is soil, and when I was growing up
everyone always made their own seed
compost, usually from loam (ideally from
turves left to rot down in a stack, or from
molehills) mixed with leaf mould, garden
compost and some sand or grit. I know one
commercial biodynamic vegetable grower
who still very successfully grows all his
seeds in compost made from a 50:50 mix of
molehill soil and well-rotted manure.

But most of you reading this will go and
buy a bag of general-purpose compost from
a garden centre - and, by and large, that
will serve very well. The one caveat I would

gardenersworld.com

urge is that you avoid peat. There is no good
reason to ever use peat and plenty of reasons
notto—-themain onebeingthatits harvesting
involves the destruction and degradation of
rare and effectively irreplaceable wildlife
habitats, not to mention the amount of
carbon released and therefore contribution
to climate change. Just avoid it. I have used
bark-based general-purpose composts for
years and they are excellent.

Keyingredients

I always customise my composts a little.
There is no magic formula. Nothing is
weighed or accurately measured. Judging
only by sight, for the seed mix I typically
combine coir, vermiculite, sieved garden
compost and garden loam. The latter two
ingredients are as much to add bacterial
and fungal life to the mix as anything else.

This means that the emerging seedlings
start to build a symbiotic relationship
with the particular micro-organisms
of Longmeadow soil from the very
beginning. This seems to dramatically
improve their growth and health when
they are eventually planted out into the
garden. The one thing I am not trying to
do is provide much nutrition. I want the
seedlings to grow steadily but not too fast,
especially at this time of year when the light
levels are still low.

From the moment of germination, strong
and steady growth is what I am looking for
to establish robust mature plants. I also
plan to prick out seedlings well before they
have exhausted the available nutrients in
their seed compost.

Of course, seeds sown direct into the
garden need none of this tarrafiddle. You just
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monty’s-gardens

Vermiculite lets in light
and air, making it ideal
for seeds that need
daylight to germinate

#Broad beans and'peas
-gneed the long root run

.of tall modules or pots
A

ST
. | y

owing method

Fill the seed tray with your compost mix,
and firm down gently. Then scatter seeds
thinly and evenly across the surface.

sow and they just grow. But very few seeds,
other than perhaps broad beans, are worth
sowing direct until the soil warms up —and
that can mean waiting until late April or
even May on cold, heavy soils.

Having mixed up my seed compost, I sieve
it to remove any especially large bits of
bark or fibre (these sievings get added to
my potting mix, which is similar but uses
grit instead of vermiculite, while the coir is
replaced by garden compost —see p32).

Sowingtips

I tend to sow into seed trays rather than
modular trays. I very rarely sow directly
into pots unless the seeds are especially
robust or large, such as sweet peas and
climbing beans. Seed trays are easy to
handle and sowing into them is very
quick. However, success does depend on

March 2017

Cover with a thin layer of sieved compost,

unless the seeds need full light to germinate.

This also helps to hold them in place.

(s My aimisto produce strong
seedlings able to withstand
all the affronts that the garden
will accost them with £ %)

pricking out the seedlings as soon as they
are large enough to handle.

Larger, heavier seeds such as beetroot
or French beans are best sown into modules
or small pots, as these will then be
transplanted directly into the garden.
Occasionally I sow in clusters in modules
—this works well for beetroot, rocket or other
leafy greens — and only thin each cluster
lightly, transplanting them outside in small
clumps rather than as individual plants. But
on the whole my aim from the outset is to
produce strong individual seedlings that are

Sit the seed tray in water for half an
hour. This ensures the compost is soaked
thoroughly without dislodging the seeds.

able to withstand all the affronts that life in
the garden will accost them with.

I always sow thinly, with as even a spread
as possible, trying to resist the temptation to
scatter the last few pinches of seed just
because they are there. I then cover most
seeds with a finely sieved layer of compost or
a sprinkling of vermiculite. This protects
them from being moved by watering, and the
compost provides the dark that many seeds
need for germination. Some seeds, including
celery, achilleas, petunias and tobacco
plants, need light for germination so
should be left uncovered (although often
enough light will penetrate a fine layer of
vermiculite). Others, such as phlox, veronica
and calendula, need darkness.

If the compost mix is at all dry (compost
used straight from a sack is often very damp,
but it dries out fast on the potting shed

gardenersworld.com
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monty’s garden

bench) I stand the seed tray in shallow water
for about 10 minutes to dampen the compost.
It will then not need watering from above for
a few days. This is especially useful for those
seeds placed on the surface, so they are not
all pushed to the edge of the seed tray by the
spray from the watering can. Otherwise
I place them on a heated bench, water them
and leave them to germinate.

Watering is something you have to judge
on a daily basis. I inspect all seed trays at
least twice a day. As spring progresses, the
greenhouse can become much warmer
than the outside air and they may well need
watering twice a day. But too much wet can
rot seeds before they germinate or lead to
fungal problems, such as damping off. If in
doubt, more harm is usually done by
overwatering than holding back for 12 hours.

I strongly recommend using a heat mat, as
these greatly increase the speed and rate at
which most seeds germinate at this time of
year. They provide gentle heat at the roots
and although they need a power supply, they
are not expensive and last for years. They
work best in a greenhouse or conservatory,
but a well-lit porch or wide windowsill is
viable too. If you do not have any of these,
then consider making or buying a cold frame.
These are old fashioned but brilliant, both for
germinating seeds and raising seedlings, as
well as for storing plants over winter. I cannot
imagine gardening without them.

Ilike to take seed trays off the heated mat
as soon as the majority of seeds have
germinated. This creates space for a fresh
batch of seeds, while the emerging seedlings
go on to another area within the greenhouse
where they are slightly less mollycoddled.
If I have sown too thickly — and, even now,
I still do — I thin cheap and cheerful plants
like lettuces, nicotiana or celery simply by
plucking clumps of tiny seedlings to stop
overcrowding. It also improves ventilation.

As soon as the seedlings have a true leaf
and are large enough to handle, I prick them
out, either into plugs or more widely spaced
in another seed tray. They are then placed in
a cold frame as part of their progress to
the harsh world outside. But that is another
part of the story. [ ]

T

Catch up with Monty in his garden at
Longmeadow in the first Gardeners’
World programme of the year, at
8.30pm on Friday 10 March, on BBC2.
You can watch more of Monty at
atime that suits you at gardeners
world.com/monty-don
where you'll find lots
of practical video clips
from the programme.

Monty"s‘ tompost
mixes help to produce
robust young plants
that are raring to go

Monty’s compost mix recipes

Gardeners spend a lot of money buying
multi-purpose compost, but it's not the best
option for sowing. Seeds need little nutrition
but must have good drainage and aeration.
Loam is a great compost ingredient. It's a
type of soil that combines sand, silt and

clay in even ratios, making it a useful

Seed mix

1part
bark-based compost

1part
vermiculite or grit

medium for plant growing, with good
water- and nutrient-holding capacity. You
may be lucky enough to have loamy soil

in your garden. Otherwise, buy topsoil in
bags. In your potting mix, adjust the grit
according to the water and nutrient needs
of the plants being potted on.

Potting-on mix

1part
garden compost

1part
bark-based compost

1part
grit

NEXT MONTH Monty shares his complete growing guide to the best tomatoes

gardenersworld.com
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Box Blight environment yellow leaves

Do what the grower does !

TOPBUXUS Professional Boxwood Care Products

Best Seller on Amazon.co.uk, Bol.com and ebay
Category : “Gardening/Tree&shrubs/fertilisers”

amazoncouk bO'.COI'I"I ebar



34

PHOTOS: MARSHA ARNOLD, ILLUSTRATION: SCOTT JESSOP

Your insider guide to

Longmeado

Getasneak preview of thenew TV series
as Monty reveals plans for the year ahead

Change in any garden is inevitable, even if at times it is accidental.

But in 2016 we made some deliberate additions to Longmeadow - a : =
garden now 25 years old - as part of its accumulating story. More are ; R ' -,g.'i:
to come, and while some changes are forced upon us, | welcome them. i ™~

NEW FRUIT GARDEN

| am planning to create a brand
new soft fruit garden within the
apple orchard, to be planted
this spring. The soft fruit is
scattered round the garden so
our aim is to make the orchard
an even more fruity place. | also
intend to add topiary and more
roses under the apples.

TALL GREENHOUSE
The ‘Black Hamburg' grapevine,
planted in 2014, is taking real
shape, after two winters of
careful pruning. After losing
our grapes to wasp and bird
attack in 2015, the Waspinator
deterrent (right) kept most

at bay - so this year’s crop
should be even better!

NEW VEG PLOT
The biggest addition in 2016
was a completely new veg
garden where we used to
have nursery beds and soft
fruit. It meant creating six
new beds, edged with low
fences of woven hazel. This
has expanded the range of
veg we can grow and the
quantity of favourite crops.

MOUND

The mound was transformed by the erection
of a simple 8ft wooden cube on its summit,
enclosing a paved seating area. We planted it
up last year with a theme of fragrant flowers
and a restricted colour palette of white, pale
yellow and light blue. This planting scheme
will continue and evolve this year as that area
finds its own character. But it has become a
good place to go and enjoy the evening light.

BEEHIVES

“onchanp aeos |

NEW FRUIT
GARDEN

; MW
FAMILY VEG PLOT | |

COPPICE
By the time you read this,
| hope we will have done
some major tree surgery
and complete tree
removal in the coppice.
This will let more light
into the Jewel Garden
and improve the airflow
to counter the growing
fungal problems seen in
the garden, not only in
our box plants. Losing
any tree is always sad but
change is essential - and
it will give us lots of

logs for next winter.

March 2017



In its fifth year, the
pond is in vibrant
health, with marginals
bursting their pots
and clear water
disappearing under
spreading leaves.
Cutting back from
around the rim will
reveal the water again.

DAMP
GARDEN )

The biggest project for
2017 is the removal of
the hlighted box balls
and herb beds to make
a brand new herb
garden in that space.
There will also be a
new sitting, cooking
and eating area
bounded hy
pleached
limes. Watch
this space!

HEATED -¢ *
GREENHOUSE BOX BALL § &
Bl %  YARD - b ...

HERB
GEQ8 Garpen

POTTING

This space, between
the potting shed and
heated greenhouse, has
become a display area
as much as a working
place. A large table is
the centrepiece, hosting
an ever-changing
medley of jewel-like
colours in a mix of
small terracotta pots.
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COTTAGE GARDEN
The Cottage Garden has been
planted with three or four times the
usual number of tulips for 2017 and
we have many more tulips in pots.
So look out for a really spectacular
spring display around the garden.

MONTY'S CO-PRESENTERS
Nellie, a golden retriever,

came bounding in front of

the cameras in spring 2016.

To Nigel’s hero, she is the
naughty one and has taken to
life on camera like an old pro.

i /"!“_L.-

gardenersworld.com

JEWEL GARDEN
2017 will see quite a lot of drastic
pruning in the Jewel Garden,
including coppicing the purple
hazels in the four main beds.

we'll also be dividing plants,
removing any old, tired ones and
adding others. All this is in order to
maintain the true spirit and energy
of this key part of the garden.

ORCHARD BEDS

The 30 or so species roses planted

into these relatively new beds

remained modest through the year

but should really take off in 2017.

The display of foxgloves in these

beds was one of the best things

in the garden all year.
m \

Gardeners’ World returns to

the small screen on Friday

10 March, at 8.30pm. Catch up

on clips from

lastyear’s

series at

bit.ly/

GW-clips
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David C.H. Austin

DAvVID AUSTIN®

Darcey Bussell (Ausdecorum)

Enjoy beautiful, fragrant blooms this summer

By planting David Austin's English Roses over the next few weeks, you'll be
giving them plenty of time to establish in the garden before they burst into
flower this summer. With their many petalled scented blooms, large array of
colours and natural shrubby growth, they will complement both traditional

and contemporary gardens.

We're offering readers 10% OFF every time you order with us
before 30 April 2017, quoting code GW73

Visit: www.davidaustinroses.com | Call: 01902 376300
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Beautiful pots transforma garden,
injecting instant colour and structure
to patios, doorsteps and pathways.
Now is the perfect time to create yours
from scratch, or revive any that aren’t
looking their best after winter - there’s
no end of colourful bedding plants,
springbulbs and evergreens on offer
tomake a winning combination.

Boost with bulbs

This container heralds the arrival of spring,
with potted bulbs stealing the show. The
miniature daffs and grape hyacinths make the
perfect colour combo, while the primula adds
a bit of height to the back of the display and
boosts the yellow. A central evergreen grass
softens the whole look, with a layer of moss
disguising any compost that’s on show.

Other bulb and bedding combos

e Pink miniature tulips with silver senecio

e Deep-purple Iris reticulata, ferns and trailing ivy
e Yellow daffs with colour-contrast violas

e White/pale daffs and black ophiopogon

There's something for every taste and
budget, which means there’s nothing to
stand in your way as you Kickstart your
container year. We've suggested four
styles of pots to get your creative juices
flowing - some are quick fixes while
othersinclude elements that will last all
year - so use these for inspiration when
you venture out to the garden centre.
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your container year

COWSLIP

Native Primula veris puts
on a hearty show. Keep it
in top shape by watering
regularly and deadheading
blooms as they fade. Move
to the garden when over.

MINIATUREDAFFS

A stalwart ‘'Téte-a-téte’
produces several blooms
per bulb. Buy bulbs just
coming into flower and
plant with their necks
slightly proud of the
compost surface.

WEATHERED
TERRACOTTAPOT
This 25cm pot has become
lighter with age and after
being exposed to the , : JEE ; T a
elements - it creates a W\ A Y s ' i Syse GRAPEHYACINTH
fresh, Mediterranean look. e S & : . ] ; . . Break up clumps of muscari

\ i ' : : bulbs as you plant them,

‘ =/ taking care not to disturb

STURDY GRASS ey _ - the roots too much. The
A robust evergreen, z & : flowerheads will soon
Festuca glauca looks good 3 : . straighten as they settle in.
all year and enjoys a sunny
spot. Pull out dead foliage
annually and repot into
new displays as the
year progresses.
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Start with the best

From seedling to flower, our Which?
Best Buy Multipurpose Composts
offer the perfect conditions for seeds
to germinate and grow quickly.

Their rich, yet fine blend of grit, sand,
green comp'os-t and coir means you
“can be sure you’re choosing the best
. for your garden.

Check out full details of our best on test Wyevale Garden Centres
. Multipurpose Compost and Multipurpose Compost with John Innes .
at which.co.uk ‘ L

S AUEG0)
EEod. oI

: #  Multipurpose Multipurpose

in centre @ Compost CgmpOStWi @
'_.. Fop all-pound usé g
Ul .
)

Woyevale Garden Centres Multipurpose Compost 75L, 4 for £20 or £6.99 each in centre. Wyevale Garden Centres reserve the right
to suspend, cancel or modify offers at any time (and for any reason) without notice. Compost availability and offers differ online.

Find your nearest centre at ‘\l

wyevalegardencentres.co.uk “Wyevale garden centres




VIOLAS

These pretty flowers are
also edible, so use them

as a surprise addition to
salads and puddings. Water
and deadhead regularly

for the best display.

ROSEMARY

A woody herb that does
best in a sunny spot. Pick
regularly to encourage
fresh new growth and to
keep the plant compact

- delicious with roast lamb.

GARDENPINKS
Cottage-garden favourites
that will brighten any
container. Deadhead to : 4 L - ) )
encourage more blooms AN AR B NG 7 P A | e sl N Perfect for filling gaps and
and move to the garden SN A B / N ¥ A A S tumbling over the edge
when they finish flowering. : WNER\ AN & av NVSR of a pot. It enjoys the

L N WA AT BN 7 4 1A sunshine and responds
well to picking. Use it to
perk up chicken dishes.

STANDARDPOT

You can’t beat plain
terracotta for good value
and a classic look. This
25cm pot will weather after
a few seasons outside.

Pretty and edible

A pretty combination that mixes culinary
herbs with beautiful flowers, some edible -
perfect for kitchen pickings and brightening up
the back doorstep. The rosemary gives height
to the centre of the display, while the thyme and
flowers soften the edges of the pot. The blooms
are in complementary shades for a coordinated
feel that still has cottage-garden appeal.

Other flower and edible combos

e Lollipop bay tree with seasonal bedding
e Purple sage and violas

o Salad leaves and marigolds (after frost)

o Tomatoes and nasturtiums (after frost)

PHOTOS: SARAH CUTTLE




your container year

SMALLPOTS

At less than £1 a go, 10cm
terracotta pots are great
value. The compost will dry
out quickly in these
containers, so water daily.

-

.*u ; ‘;;i‘fj

Keep it simple

This display proves that you don't need a lot
of time, space or money to make a difference.
Three potted primulas make a stylish focal
point when grouped on a table, or why not try
them lined up on a windowsill? Make sure the
blooms are exactly the same shade and select
identical pots for a simple look with designer
style. Your pots should be just slightly larger
than the ones you buy the primulas in.

Other solo plant winners
e Miniature potted bulbs

e Pansies and violas

e Young lavenders

GROUPING

An informal collection

in the centre of a table
creates instant impact in
an understated way. Best
in a sheltered spot so pots
aren’t toppled by winds.

PRIMULAS

Cheery blooms that always
raise a smile. Use identical
shades for an expensive
look on a budget, and
remove faded flowers

and leaves regularly.




Get ahead this
spring with
plug plants

Our carefully pre-selected British grown plug
plants will make it easy to fill your garden
with new trends this season. Fromthe = w (W
vibrant tones of our Eastern Spice collection .y . * A
to the soothing shades of Elegance, enjoy

a burst of colour across beds, borders and -aA
baskets. Or create garden-envy with an early ”” 4
bounty of tasty fruit & veg. - #

Hanging basket plants Jumbo patio plants Find our Eastern Spice
4.6cm plugs from £1.30 each 5cm plugs from £1.50 each colour collection in centre now

Cannot mix and match across promotions. While stocks last. Wyevale Garden Centres reserve the right to suspend,
cancel or modify offers at any time (and for any reason) without notice.

Find your nearest centre at e\\l

wyevalegardencentres.co.uk ”Wyeva,le garden centres



All-year performer

A piece of evergreen topiary makes a great
centrepiece in a container, with the bonus of
looking good throughout the year — ideal if you're
looking for a hassle-free display with longevity.
Combine with trailing ivy, small perennials and
colourful bedding plants. Replace the bedding

as it fades to keep the display fresh.

Other centrepiece evergreens

e Cone- or lollipop-shaped bay tree

e Lollipop olive tree — great in a sunny,
sheltered spot

e Lollipop or pyramid holly

e llex crenata, a good alternative to box

The perfect conditions for potted topiary

1 Half fill your pot with soil-based compost - Add a measure of slow-release fertiliser. This
John Innes No.3 is ideal. The soil retains the will gradually release nutrients through the
nutrients that permanently potted plants need. year to keep your plants fed and healthy.

3 Plant the topiary in the centre of the pot after 4 Fill around the topiary with more compost and
carefully removing it from its container, add the other plants one at a time. Add more
gently teasing out the roots as you go. compost to plug any gaps and water well.




IVY

"‘_ Just the plant for softening
| the edges of a container.
=== One pot often includes
: y  several small plants, so

split these to make your

= money go further.

your container year

30CMBOXSPHERE
Does well in most
locations. Feed weekly
with a liquid seaweed
during the growing season
and clip at the end of May
to keep it in shape.

HEUCHERA
Grow for vibrant foliage
that enjoys a semi-shaded
spot. Will last in a pot
all year, although it can

& eventually be transplanted
to the garden.

BELLIS

Available in shades of red,
pink and white, these
pretty daisies are great
value for money. Keep well
watered and remove faded
blooms to encourage more.

RIBBEDPOT

This chunky 45cm-diameter
terracotta pot creates il
the perfect permanent

home for topiary. Choose
frost-proof pots for

all-year displays outside.

gardenersworld
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Container

Make sure your container displays look
great this year with some smart new pots for
your doorstep and patio. Here are some of our
favourites, along with a selection of fertilisers
and container composts that will keep your
potted plants in great shape.

FIND MORE IDEAS for pot
displays and other projectsat
gardenersworld.com/how-to

HARDWOOD SQUARE PLANTER
A classic grey planter made from treated
acacia hardwood (H49cm x W44cm).
Also available in dark green.
® £65, 0345 605 2505, worm.co.uk

© Use in spring and summer for abundant flowers :

Container feds

WILKO ADVANCED TOMATO FEED
This liquid feed is rich in potassium and
phosphorus for plentiful flowers and fruits.
® £1.50, 08000 329329,
wilko.com

RIBBED SQUARE PLANTER
This lightweight resin pot has the look and feel
of authentic stone. Available in various sizes.
® From £29.99, 0344 272 3000,
wyevalegardencentres.co.uk

ARTSTONEELLA PLANTER
This stone powder and resin composite pot is
lightweight and frost proof (H40cm x W40cm).
® £55, 03456 049049,
johnlewis.com

PHOSTROGEN ALL PURPOSE

and fruit, and healthy green foliage.
® £4.99, 01953 714091,
millracegardencentre.co.uk

FREE’

1 v oy ot 3%

KINGHAMPLANTER
This square planter is handcrafted from slatted
panels of spruce wood (H50cm x W50cm).
® £95, 03456 049049,
johnlewis.com

gardenersworld.com

: TUTCHROUND PLANTER

: Stylish, durable and robust, this pot is resistant

: to impact, frost and UV light (H34cm X W35cm).

: ® £44.99, 0118 903 5210,
primrose.co.uk

GRO-SURE 6 MONTH FEED
Simply add the nutrient tablets to pots for
season-long flowering and healthy fruits.
® £3.99, 0844 573 8400,
unwins.co.uk
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your container year

Container compost

-

ol New Horizon
- e
g MULTEFUR

GOLD LEAF PLANT POTS SQUARE GALVANISED PLANTER NEW HORIZON PEAT FREE

Bling up your potted plants with these gilt-  :  Crafted from durable zinc-plated steel, this  : An organic, peat-free compost formulated
edged pots. Small sizes, with no drainage hole. ribbed, tapered planter is both stylish and for use in containers and hanging backets.
® From £11.95, 0116 298 6393, hard wearing (H26cm x W30cm). @ £3.50 for 20L, 08000 329329,
miafleur.com : @ £25, 0844 567 2400, thefarthing.co.uk : wilko.com

Premium
Multi-purpose
Compost

CONTEMPORARY TERRACOTTA POT GALVANISED WASH TUBPLANTER INCREDICOMPOST

Guaranteed frost proof, this pot is made from : Create a rustic cottage-garden feel with this A reduced-peat compost for pots, with separate

robust Yorkshire red clay (H28cm x W37cm). vintage-style, zinc-finished tub feed to boost plant growth for a whole season.
® £29.95, 0333 4001500, : (H28.5cm x W39.5cm). : ® £9.99 for 25L, 0844 573 1818,
harrodhorticultural.com : ® £42, 0345 605 2505, worm.co.uk : thompson-morgan.com

BELL TERRACOTTALAVENDERPOT CHARTWELL SQUAREPLANTER GRO-SURE ERICACEOUS COMPOST

Perfect for Mediterranean herbs, this pot is This iron and zinc fluted planter has an attractive Perfect for acid-loving plants in pots, such
hand-thrown, so each one has its own unique : weathered finish (H16.5cm x W16.5cm). : as azaleas, camellias and blueberries.
shape and character (H44cm x W47cm). ® £9.71, 0800 169 0423, ® £3.75 for 25L, 08000 329329,
® £49.99, 01344 578000, crocus.co.uk : wayfair.co.uk : wilko.com

March 2017 gardenersworld.com
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Gardeners’ World 50th anniversary travel offer - Gardeners’ World

lam Frost on
den cruise

i’; .ﬁ.l l‘\‘%'il =

15-29 October 2017, from £1 499 PP

INCLUSIVE
DRINKS
PACKAGE!

Join Gardeners’ World presenter and Chelsea Gold
Medallist Adam Frost as you enjoy a sunshine cruise
to the garden island of Madeira, the volcanic

landscapes of Lanzarote and the souks of Agadir

v
Central Square, La Palma

CRUISE HIGHLIGHTS

< Hosted by gardening experts
David Hurrion and Matthew Biggs

€ Guest host appearance by Adam Frost
throughout the cruise

< FREE Gardeners’ Tours in Tenerife,
Gran Canaria and Lanzarote

< Optional tours to Madeira’s gardens or
journey from Lisbon to Sintra and the stunning
gardens of Quinta da Regaleira

€ Exclusive talks, gardeners’ get-togethers
and drinks party

INCLUDED IN THE PRICE

€ 14-night cruise aboard Fred. Olsen Cruise
Lines' Balmoral

€ Comfortable en-suite accommodation
with TV, hairdryer, safe, individually

controlled air conditioning

For further details or to
book your place call

0330 3038599

quoting BBC Gardeners’ World Magazine

gardenersworld.com

< Fine dining, informal buffets and late-
night snacks throughout the day and
early evening

€ All-Inclusive Drinks Package™

< Tea and coffee throughout the day and early
evening, including morning coffee with
biscuits, afternoon tea with sandwiches and
cakes, and in-cabin sandwiches and snacks

< All evening entertainment, including
dancing and cabaret shows

< Captain’s Cocktail Party and Gala Buffet

€ On-board leisure facilities including gym,
swimming pools and Jacuzzis

< Daily on-board activities and lectures

< Port taxes and baggage porterage between
your cabin and drop-off/pick-up point

< Everything on board priced in pounds

sterling, so no worries about currency

&)
IATA

ACCREDTED AGENT

ADAM FROST will

be your host throughout
the cruise, giving talks,
answering questions
and presenting a
workshop

or visit

gardenersworld.com/

adam-cruise

March 2017



50th anniversary travel offer - Gardeners’ World

Jardin de Cactus,

Lanzarote

-

Terms & Conditions: **All-Inclusive Drinks Package is subj

co.uk Ltd (ABTA 78024) for BBC G

< 15 Octobher

Sail from Southampton.

€ 16-18 Octobher
Cruisingdays Meet your
hosts throughout your
cruise, whether informally
or at one of the scheduled
get-togethers.

€ 19 October Funchal,
Madeira A benign climate
ensures this ‘floating garden
is filled with the year-round
colours and perfumes of
subtropical flowers and fruit.
Explore on your own, or
book an optional tour to

the Botanical Garden.

< 20 October SantaCruz
deLaPalma La Palma’s
capital boasts lush greenery,
and to the south, discover
rich flora and scenery of

the San Antonio Volcano.

’

% 3
Botanical Garden, Funchal

< Saturday 21 October
SantaCruz, Tenerife
FREE GARDENERS' TOUR
Join your hosts for an
extensive walk through the
Palmetum gardens with the
official botanist of the park.
< 22 October LasPalmas,
GranCanaria

FREE GARDENERS' TOUR
Join your hosts today as you
visit Jardin Botanico Vieray
Clavijo, the largest botanical
garden in Spain.

< 23 October
Arrecife,Lanzarote

FREE GARDENERS' TOUR
Enjoy lush vegetation and
rich fruit plantations, and join
your hosts on a visit to Cesar
Manrique’s Cactus Garden.
< 24 October
Agadir,Morocco

Agadir's wide, modern
boulevards host plenty

of cafés and restaurants.

< Wednesday 25 October
Cruising There will be

a gardeners’ talk today.

< 26 October
Lishon,Portugal The old
district of Alfama mixes
medieval and Moorish
architecture. Take a relaxing
city tour of Lisbon or book

a ship’s tour to Sintra.

€ 27-28 October Cruising
daysatseaRelax on board
and enjoy all the facilities
Balmoral has to offer. Plus,
meet your hosts for two

last talks and a gardeners’
question time.

< 29 October Balmoral
arrives in Southampton.

t to terms and conditions, and available on selected drinks. This Cruise is organised by cruise.
rs’ World Magazine, acting as agents on behalf of Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines, and are subject to the individual cruise line's
terms and conditions. cruise.co.uk, Grosvenor House, Prospect Hill, Redditch, Worcestershire B97 4DL. Bookings have to be made through cruise.co.uk. Prices

shown are per person, based on the lead-in cabin fare and in twin occupancy. Single prices available on request. Please note all tours and places of interest

mentioned, with the exception of the FREE tours mentioned, are not included in the cruise fare and may be visited on optional tours.

Full details of the shore tours available for you to book will be sent to you prior to the cruise. The experts hosting any of our cruises are subject to personal
circumstances permitting. Hosts are subject to a minimum number of people travelling in the group and we will keep you informed if there needs to be

a change to the number of hosts travelling on the cruise. We plan to visit the gardens mentioned in the itinerary, however we reserve the right to

change a visit should circumstances become necessary. E&OE.

March 2017

Celeprate
with us. ..

Join us on our cruise to mark 50 years

of Gardeners’ World TV, with members of

the Gardeners’ World and Gardeners’ World

Magazine team as you'll be able to explore the

gardens of Madeira, Tenerife, Gran Canaria and

Lanzarote. Discover stunning scenery and flora,

rich fruit plantations, and classical architecture.
As you travel in comfort aboard your cruise

ship Balmoral, your expert hosts will be on

hand for talks, question & answer sessions

and a workshop with Adam Frost.

® Welcome drinks party

M Gardeners’ talks

m Workshop with Adam Frost

M Gardeners’ Question & Answer Sessions
M Photo opportunity

 Book signing

M and more ...

YOUR HOST'S

ADAM FROST

Gardeners’ World presenter
and seven-times Chelsea

Gold Medallist, Adam Frost

¢ will be talking about working

. with the late Geoff Hamilton,

g 'His journey so far” and

‘My Gold Medal Chelsea Gardens’

‘I love everything about gardens, whatever
type of design or style. They connect people,
space and plants - all of which I am
passionate about.” Adam Frost

. DAVID HURRION

‘ Join BBC Gardeners’ World
Magazine's Associate Editor,
David Hurrion as he talks

_ 'Gardening Gold’ — how to

discover the secret to your

best garden ever!

‘Although I've visited these islands many

times, there are always new plants and
landscapes to discover.” David Hurrion

MATTHEW BIGGS
Gardener, writer and Gardeners’
Question Time presenter, Matt
Biggs will give an insight into
the “Unique Plants and Flowers
of the Canaries'.

‘There are so many exciting
plants in the gardens and wild places we
visit on this cruise.” Matt Biggs

gardenersworld.com

offer

419



TOM HOWLEY

EXQUISITE BESPOKE KITCHENS

tomhowley.co.uk call 0161 848 1200 for a free brochure. copk k-cawoo1

London W1 Chelsea Alderley Edge Altrincham Beaconsfield Brentwood
Bristol Esher Guildford Harrogate Leamington Spa Tunbridge Wells




1 view a patio or terrace as the single
most important hard landscaping element
in a garden. It can dictate how a garden
will be used and from where it will be
viewed. The choice of materials, adjoining
plants and furniture or ornaments placed
on it have a huge bearing on the overall
style of a space. Patios can be incredibly
simple — just some gravel on the ground
with a carefully placed chair or two -

but with a little planning and thought they
can become the main focus, the very
heart of your space.

While patios are often added onto the
back of the house for easy access, this
isn't always the best approach. Don't feel
constrained by convention — consider all
your options and you may find it will lead
you to a more dynamic and flowing garden
design in the end. Budget is, of course,

a big consideration. | always determine
the approximate size and shape of a patio
first, to make sure it is practical and
versatile. Only then do | explore possible
materials to give me a look that works
well with the house and overall style of
the garden, but are also affordable and
achievable within the budget.

March 2017

— DECKITOUT

Decking is a quiet, warm
— surface that is relatively
= quick and easy to install.

Itis ideal for ‘floating’

over sloping or uneven
ground and hiding ugly

surfaces too costly to

remove. Often viewed as
a contemporary surface,
| see it more as a colonial

classic with many uses.

COST Softwood decking

kits are good value at

about £45 per sq metre

- stockists include
savoytimber.com.
JOE’S TIP Pressure-
wash decking to stop
it getting slippery.

— gardene

rswortd.com__ ¥ r———




TURNTO
STONE
This sawn sandstone
patio sets a sharply
contemporary tone.
For success with this
look, you need precisely
laid slabs with tight
pointing gaps. The large
pebble sculptures add
contrasting curves, but
need plenty of space.
COST Sandstone slabs
from about £55 per sq
metre - suppliers include
londonstone.co.uk.
JOE’S TIP Avoid any
fussy cutting, so measure
out full slabs before you
start laying them.

SMALLIS
BEAUTIFUL

Small-sized paving,
such as setts, paviors and
bricks, work particularly
well in small spaces.
However, they can look
a little municipal when
scaled up to cover
larger areas.

COST Setts from about
£45 per sq metre, from
stockists such as
simplypaving.com.
JOE’S TIP If you spend
plenty of time levelling
and consolidating the
sand base, then the
paving should go down
quickly and easily.
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ENJOY A NN E TR e g Ay ron
CLEANSLATE & S8i €AE i A B THick

Slate is extremely durable ' | "_- AL Jal — e | The easiest and

and has a classic quality. e § 34 RN TGl i - A cheapest option is gravel
Random-sized slabs add - e : i, ; o \ 2 - simply spread a thick
movement, avoiding one ' Gt ! j G e 4 layer on top of landscape
clear directional line, o VK ORI e Al ol fabric. Colour and size are
which suits more rural or  ju ’ = N : } J ; AT =, Wl the key considerations,
traditional-style gardens. | o —" : 1 MRS  and if cats are a problem
Consider leaving out a — : 7T ; F choose a gravel size of
small slab or two near the . # i, : at least 20mm.

edge for planting pockets J e COST Gravel from

that will soften the look. Ol e e S e L o about £4 per sq metre
COST Slate paving from < p——— = ¢ — suppliers include

about £60 per sq metre - 3, ; ; wickes.co.uk.

- suppliers include ! i == i JOE'S TIP Think about
homebase.co.uk. : . _ containing the edges,
JOE’'S TIP When laying T | B : and always lay landscape
random sizes, take care to | L el I! fabric underneath to stop
avoid too much alignment. Eleed TR : weeds coming through.

-—-'4,1.

[

S

GIVEIT
THEEDGE

This circular patio uses
broken pieces of stone
laid on their edge,
creating a striking
textural feature. It's a
labour of love to make,
using off-cuts from other
paving or larger pieces
of stone broken with a
hammer and bolster.
COST Rockery stone from

T

about £150 per tonne _é : ; AR =
(approx 70 pieces) from 22 .
stonewarehouse.co.uk, or \3 ( A 3 §

try large garden centres. 5‘. w : ~ AL i
JOE’S TIP Think about E S 2

how you're going to finish ?‘gl; % : % . :

the detail in the middle. s A0 SR ; N e
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RAISE THE
STAKES

A raised patio not only
creates a level change,

a flat garden, but it also
avoids having to dig out
and remove spoil. Here
the same tile is used to
face the risers, bringing
continuity to the design.
COST Tiles from about
£60 per sq metre —
suppliers include
toppstiles.co.uk.

JOE’S TIP A small
overhang of the paving
over the riser creates
both a shadow line and
a drip line for water.

54  gardenersworld.com
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which can add interest to

| s

MIND THE
GAPS

You can make a striking
but low-budget patio
from concrete paving. The
wide, gravel-filled gaps
between the slabs break
up the expanse of grey,
making an eye-catching
feature. The gaps also
allow water to drain
through easily, which is
handy in rainy regions.
COST Concrete paving
slabs from £20 per sq
metre - suppliers include
wickes.co.uk.

JOE'S TIP Haunch each
slab with mortar on all
sides to stop it flipping up.

EVERY DAY'S
A HOLIDAY
Bring a Mediterranean
feel to your garden with
terracotta tiles, white
walls and tropical plants
in pots. You must site this
style of patio in a sunny
spot to get the full-on
holiday effect. Carefully
measure out the tiles
before laying.

COST Terracotta tiles
from about £50 per sq
metre — suppliers include
simplypaving.com.
JOE'S TIP Make sure
the tiles are frost proof,
as not all terracotta is
suitable for outdoor use.

Patios -thedos and don’ts

v/ Do keep the shape simple

and practical, so it's quick
and straightforward to build.

v/ Do look to soften the edges

with plants. It'll not only
nestle the patio into the
garden, but also create a
cosy sense of enclosure.

. ¢ Do make seating areas as

large as possible. Once you
place some furniture and a
few pots on a patio, the area
will feel a lot smaller, and
you need to allow space to
manoeuvre the chairs.

. ¢/ Do take care to accurately

measure out the area when
calculating how much paving
you'll need, including any
pointing gaps. Use whole
pieces wherever possible, as
cutting slabs and tiles is not
only tricky, time consuming
and expensive, but often
looks unplanned or messy.

v Do consider where rainwater :
will run off. With a non-porous

X

X

surface, you'll need to

incorporate drainage or direct :

rainwater to a large planting
area that can soak it up.
Don’t mix up too many
different surface materials,
as that can end up looking
fussy. I use a maximum

of two complementary
materials close to each other.
Don’t create a level change
in a small patio, as it will
greatly reduce its versatility.
Don’t build up against the
house’s damp-proof course
or have paths and other
paving sloping towards the
patio, as it’ll end up as one
big puddle. If in any doubt,
ask a professional for help.

Don’t include little trip steps.

Either keep it all on one level
or have a full-sized step.

DISCOVER JOE'’S three rules of garden design in our No Fuss
video guide at gardenersworld.com/no-fuss-guides

NEXT MONTH Joe shows how to give your garden a focal point

March 2017
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Barlow Tyrie has been making exceptional outdoor furniture since 1920, with collections 00RO
in premium teak wood, stainless steel, powder-coated aluminium, and hand-woven
synthetic fibre. Receipt of eighteen international design excellence awards. E E

Q- &5
Barlow Tyrie Limited, Braintree CM7 2RN, England E r *§§
Tel: +44 (0)1376 557 600 Email: sales@teak.com Visit: www.teak.com =8




@ Philadelphus ‘Little
White Love’
‘Little White
Love'is
perfect for
the patio,
with
Incredibly
fragrant, large
double white
flowers dangling over

pots throughout June and July.
HXS Tmx 1m

1 plant £14

3 plants £21 SAVE £21

@ Loropetalum
‘Fire Dance’
Smothered in
scented,
spider-like
blooms,

above
evergreen,
plum-red heart
shaped foliage.
Feb-April.
HXS 1Tmx1m
1 plant £14.50
3 plants £24 SAVE £19.50

ethyst Falls’ y : Loropetalum ‘Fire Dance’

. . COMPACT PLANT COLLECTIONS FREE!WORTH£1450
Buy three perfect patio plants mixand save  g'yucreria ‘amethyst Fails' ok i

— v
£23.50, plusreceive 100 FREE freesia e N

blooms from May to June. i
This carefully selected collection of plants are perfect for smaller gardens Height x Spread 5m x 3m '
and patios. All plants featured have been bred to perform well in pots due 1 plant £16
to their compact size and smaller habit. Supplied in 9cm pots in 14 days. 3 plants £28 SAVE £20

GIANT FREESIA ;
Each stem carries up to 10 large
flowers In June. Supplied as 100
corms. H X S 60cm x 15cm

© 01386 426 245 quote ROGW17-09
651 www.hayloftplants.co.uk/ROGW

Terms and conditions: Offer closes 31 March 2017. All orders will receive an order acknowledgement with approximate delivery date. Supplied in 9cm pots in 14 days. All items are subject to
availability. We reserve the right to send suitable substitutes or for paid-for items, offer a refund. If demand exceeds anticipated volumes for free items, we retain the right to replace with products
of a similar retail value with no further notice. Offer available to UK addresses only. Reader Offers cannot be used in conjunction with any other promotions or discounts. Free items are supplied as
corms size 5/6cm.

Gardeners’
Worid TO ORDER Cut out order form and post orders to: BBC Gardeners’ World i haviofl
Magazine Patio Plants Offer, PO BOX 2020, Pershore, WR10 9BP. Patlo plants Offer Code: ROGW17-09 :
Title Initial Surname CODE | DESCRIPTION PRICE |QTY| TOTAL
Address PWO1 Wisteria ‘Amethyst Falls’ 1 plant £16.00
PWO3 Wisteria ‘Amethyst Falls’ 3 plants SAVE £20 £28.00
Postcode Tel (for queries) PPO1 Philadelphus ‘Little White Love’ 1 plant £14.00
. . PPO3 Philadelphus ‘Little White Love’ 3 plants SAVE £21 £21.00
Mobile Email i
PLO1 Loropetalum ‘Fire Dance’ 1 plant £14.50 R
lencloseachequeforf __ made payable to Hayloft Plants, PLO3 Loropetalum ‘Fire Dance’ 3 plants SAVE £19.50 £24.00 N o
with my name and address on the back PM03 | Patio Plants Mix 3 plants (1 of each) SAVE £23.50 £21.00
or chargemy Visa[] Mastercard (] Maestro[] Buy any collection of 3 and receive | e
card number [ ] I L CI00000d 100 FREE GIANT FREESIAS, WORTH £14.50
Startdate [ | /[ ][] Expiry date [ ][/ ][ ] Card security code [ || ][] POSTAGE | £4.95 | 1 | £4.95
Sighature Date GRANDTOTAL | £

Immediate Media Company Ltd. (Publishers of BBC Gardeners’ World Magazine) would love to send you newsletters, together with special offers, and other promotions. Please tick here if you'd like to receive these by Email
[ Regular Post [J. Branded BBC titles are licensed from or published jointly with BBC Worldwide (the commercial arm of the BBC). Please tick here [J if you'd like to receive regular newsletters, special offers and promotions
: from BBC Worldwide by email. Your information will be handled in accordance with the BBC Worldwide privacy policy: bbcworldwide.com/privacy.
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Jointace

FOR AN ACTIVE LIFE

Wigronutrient supplement with

: glucosamine
omega-3

liver oil, vit. D
S\gg E, B12, Folate & Minerals

Spring all year round...

If you are looking for a daily supplement to give you extra
support from within, Jointace® has been specially formulated
by Vitabiotics’ experts to provide premium nutritional care.

V< With a unique combination of nutrients, and vitamin C which
A contributes to normal collagen formation for the normal
function of bone and cartilage.

From Superdrug, supermarkets, chemists,

Holland & Barrett, health stores & www jointace.com

VITABIOTICS

SCIENCE OF HEALTHY LIVING

*Nielsen GB ScanTrack Total Coverage Unit Sales 52 w/e 18th June 2016.



Carol’s favourite lilies
are the oriental hybrids,
as their large, elegant
flowers are the most
highly scented

Py . i N
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summer bulbs
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guaranteed

From elegant lilies to graceful gladioli, summer-flowering
bulbs add flair and drama to containers and borders.
Carol Klein explains how to grow these vivacious stars

ow lucky we gardeners are to

have the floral world at our

fingertips. We have access to

plants from every continent to
bring colour and beauty to our gardens. But
there’s one group of plants in particular that
stands out for their sheer panache —summer-
flowering bulbs.

These easy-to-grow plants wake up the
summer scene, bringing dramatic colour
and a touch of pizzazz. Although a few do
offer more subtle hues, most summer
bulbs (and I'm including here tubers,
rhizomes and corms, too) positively
scintillate. These are not plants that you use
instead of other perennials — they’re an
added extra thatlifts a garden to new heights.

Even though they bring so much, they take
little effort to plant or care for, and are surely
among the most rewarding plants we can
grow. Despite their dramatic looks, with
artfulness and imagination summer bulbs
can be woven into the fabric of beds and
borders. Far from blinding the onlooker to
everything else, they can be subtly blended

with existing ingredients or repeated
through a border in waves, so they integrate,
introducing pleasing rhythms rather than
fragmenting its contents.

But what are bulbs, tubers, rthizomes and
corms? Botanically they're all a bit different,
however they do a similar job, storing food
and providing a plant with everything it
needs to produce a beautiful display.

Good mixers

At Glebe Cottage, we usually try to use bulbs
so they fit into the overall ‘natural aesthetic.
Most of the gladioli we grow are small and
dainty (related to G. x colvillii and the Nanus
group). We start them off in pots of loamy
compost and plant them out later when the
flower buds are beginning to show. This
means they can be given a degree of
protection — they only need to be frost free
—until it’s safe to put them outside. We also
vary the number of bulbs we plant in each
pot, from one to four, so that when they're
planted out the effect is more random than
if there’s always three per pot.

PHOTO: JASON INGRAM
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opliul to plant now

Crocosmias

+ With the introduction of new
varieties and the rediscovery
of old ones, crocosmias are
more popular than ever. ‘Star
of the East’ has been around
for more than a century and
no wonder - its starry flowers
are arich, clear orange. Plant
in a sunny spot with good soil.
Flowers Jul-Aug
Height 60-100cm

Galtonias
Tall gracious stems hung with
green-tinged bells give Galtonia b
viridiflora a crisp, fresh look.
This South African bulb is easy
to grow in reasonably well-
drained, fertile soil in a sunny
position. Plant it deeply
and it will go on for years.

~ It'salso a good mixer.

| Flowers Aug-Oct -
. Height 75cm -
=
- 1T =

Ixias

Small corms but a big effect,
adding flashes of zingy colour.
Like so many of our summer-
flowering bulbs, ixias hail from
South Africa. Although they #
may survive in light soil in a
sun-baked spot, they're not
reliably hardy so are best
planted afresh each spring.
Flowers May-Jul

Height 35-50cm

]

Pineapplelilies

With its characteristic tuft of
leaves at the top of its flower
spike, Eucomis certainly lives
up to its common name. Plant
bulbs deeply so they survive
the winter. Great in pots or
borders. ‘Sparkling Burgundy’
is a particularly striking variety |
with ruby stems and leaves.
Flowers Jul-Sep

Height 60-75cm

~QM v |
i\l_ den?rsw\ﬂd.‘om



Abyssinian gladioli
Gladiolus murielae is one of
the most graceful gladioli, with
wide white flowers that seem
to float above the vertical,
ridged leaves thanks to their
long corolla tubes. In their
native Ethiopia they are
pollinated by moths, attracted
by their evening perfume.

" Flowers Aug-Oct

Height 90cm

Martagonlilies

| Exotic and unexpected, Lilium

martagon thrives in dappled
shade and does well in pots.
‘Claude Shride" is an eye-
catching variety — its unusually
dark red petals, speckled with
orange, are reflexed upwards,
balanced by the pollen-laden
anthers hanging below.
Flowers June-July

Height 120-180cm

PHOTOS: MARSHA ARNOLD; JASON INGRAM; GETTY/MATT ANKER, DIANNE CHRISTIE, MARK TURNER

summer bulbs

({5 Potsfull of liliesare a
tremendous stand-by toadd
a splash of fresh colour
toflaggingborders 5

By contrast, we sometimes want ‘stop-
you-in-your-tracks’ colour, and use some of
the taller Dame Edna Everage-style gladioli,
but we always grow them separately in
containers. They’'re more a conversation
piece than an integral part of the garden.
Some of the more extrovert types, like
these gladioli, the striking eucomis and
more flamboyant dahlias, work best as
showstoppers rather than blending in
with the crowd.

If you want to create an exotic corner in
part of your garden, there are plenty of bulbs
that will help you achieve this effect without
breaking the bank. Although buying cannas
or ginger lilies (Hedychium) as mature plants
provides instant gratification, it’s much
cheaper and more rewarding to start them
off from rhizomes, which are available from
garden centres or by post. Many ginger lilies
have the added attraction of evening scent.

Styleand grace

Lilies are a more traditional option, with
literally hundreds of gorgeous varieties
to choose from. If you plant a selection at
this time of year, you can have flowers from
June right through to September and even
October. My favourites are the oriental
hybrids, which share the grace of their
antecedents — elegant species from Japan
and China. Most have a heady perfume
and long graceful trumpet flowers. The regal
lily (Lilium regale) is perhaps the best
all-rounder, with tall strong stems that carry
large white trumpets with a heavenly scent,
especially in the evening.

Lilies are very accommodating plants.
They put on a good performance even in my
heavy clay, although I love to grow them in
large terracotta pots too. These are half-filled
with loam-based compost and as the bulbs
put down roots and begin to shoot, more
compost is added. Oriental lilies make roots
on their stems so they can absorb more
nutrients as they grow, resulting in a fine
show of flowers. They can be started off
under glass this way and will flower a little
earlier than lilies that are planted outdoors
without protection.

Pots full of lilies are a tremendous
stand-by to add a splash of fresh colour to
flagging borders during July and August.
If you plant them in attractive pots they can
stand directly in the border, where early
performers such as oriental poppies or
aquilegias are looking a little the worse for
wear. Another option is to grow the lilies in
large plastic pots, then drop these into a
more decorative outer pot when the plants

gardenersworld.com

61



62

How to grow summer bulbs

Now'’s the time to plant them, so follow Carol's key tips

® Choose a hot, sunny spot. The majority
of summer-flowering bulbs need sun and
warmth - after all, most are from sub-tropical
climes where they can sunbathe without
restraint. Few will thrive in shade, with the
exception of woodland species such as the
martagon lilies.

® Grow in free-draining solil, as bulbs can
easily rot in damp conditions. Most should
not be grown in nitrogen-rich soil, as this will
lead to leaf development rather than flower
formation. Only a select few do well in rich
soil, including dahlias and some of the lilies.
Several of the South African bulbs, such as
ixias, prefer poor, thin soil.

® Use a loam-based compost when
planting bulbs in containers, and add extra
grit to improve the drainage. Loamy compost
will sustain growth for longer than a multi-
purpose compost.

@ Apply a high-potash feed when the
flower buds are beginning to form.

©® Deadhead after flowering, removing
the whole spent flower stem, unless you
want them to set seed.

@ Divide and replant clumps of bulbs
every few years, to maintain vigour and stop
them becoming overcrowded. This is best
done in the spring, when the soil is beginning
to warm up. With crocosmias, whose corms
form long bead-like chains, simply dig up

in the spring and detach the top corm, which
is the biggest and most productive. Then
replant it in a fresh location with extra
compost added to the soil.

@ Lift dahlia tubers in late autumn, dry
them off and store them in a frost-free place
over winter. Replant them in late spring, after
the last frost — but more on that next month...

are coming into flower and are ready to take
up their final positions.

Try this too with autumn-flowering lilies

such as Lilium speciosum, whose fragrant
and sumptuous pink-spotted flowers with
their reflexed petals come into their own
in September. I have a special fondness
for this lily, as I was given a few stems to
form my wedding bouquet!

Red devils

Unfortunately, certain types of lilies,
including the Asiatics and the regal hybrids,
are particularly vulnerable to lily beetles.

These bright red pests can strip alily plant of

its foliage with alarming speed, so you need
to stay vigilant. Still, new lily varieties are
now being bred that are less attractive to
this voracious pest (such as ‘Defender Pink’
and ‘Defender Yellow’), while tiger lilies and
late-flowering Lilium speciosum often
escape their attentions altogether.

Lily beetles can be controlled to some

extent by collecting the adults. It’s a good
idea to lay sheets of newspaper under the

plants before you start, as the
beetles tend to throw themselves
to the ground when they
realise they’re under ~
attack. The larvae won't try
to get away — they stay put, having
camouflaged themselves to look

like bird poo. It’s not a pleasant task to
remove and squish the adults and larvae,
but it must be done, ideally on a daily basis,
ifyourlilies are to look their best.

Also bear in mind that lily beetles feed on

spring-flowering fritillaries too, which can
support early-season generations. So if you
grow fritillaries, check them for adult beetles
and larvae in late spring to prevent this pest
moving on to your lilies just when they’re
looking their best.

Whether it’s starry-flowered crocosmia,

the zingy coloured ixias or exotic show-
stopping dahlias, riches abound among

summer-flowering bulbs. For the price of

ashrub or a few perennials, you can fill your
borders and containers with colour year
after year, making a major contribution
to the summer show. [

Join Carol this spring

L

Meet Carol on a tour of her favourite
Cornish gardens on 24-28 April. Find
out more at gardenersworld.com/
carol-cornwall. And Carol willbe
delving into plant families when
Gardeners’ World returns
to our screens for the
new series - from Friday
10 March, 8.30pm.

NEXTMONTH cCarol shares how to grow dazzling dahlias

gardenersworld.com
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“l don’t need a
cunning plan to
defeat dementia.”

| don’t need one, because by leaving a gift in my
Will | can help the people who do.

Dementia took my Mum and Dad. | don’t want my
grandchildren to fear going the same way, so
please join me by leaving a gift in your Will to

Alzheimer’s Society. - . r. : m

Sir Tony Robinson e — .

Alzheimer’s Society Ambassador To order your free Will Guide: (Alzhelmer’s
03700110290 p S Society -
legacies@alzheimers.org.uk ; United ‘

Registered with Registered charity no. 296645 A company .
FUNDRAISING limited by guarantee and registered in England alzhen*ners_org.uk/ Against

Dementia

no. 2115499. Alzheimer’s Society operates in q
REGULATOR England, Wales and Northern Ireland. tOI’]erblnson
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Lily ‘Defender Yellow’
Lily beetle resistant. Makes perfect
cut flowers. Hx S 40cm x 25cm

5 bulbs £8.99

10 bulbs £12.99 SAVE £4.99

Crocosmia ‘Lucifer’

Fiery-red trumpets above sword-
like foliage. H X S 100cm x 30cm
10 corms £9.99

Lily ‘Defender Pink’

Lily beetle resistant and a gentle
fragrance. H x S 90cm x 30cm
5 bulbs £8.99

10 bulbs £12.99 SAVE £4.99

Ixia‘Yellow Emperor’
Clusters of flowers with wine-red
centres. H X S 45cm x 20cm

5 corms £11.99

collection

Eucomis ‘Sparkling
Burgundy’ Flower spikes and
rich foliage. H X S 60cm x 30cm
2 bulbs £9.99

4 bulbs £14.99 SAVE £4.99

%

Gladiolus murielae Richly
scented blooms with burgundy
centres. HX S 90cm x 15cm
50 corms £9.99

OVER

£80

Brighten your garden
this summer and save
£££s with a collection
of summer-flowering
bulbs. The collections
include six of the most
popular and colourful
flower varieties

COLLECTIONS

80 hulbs: Lily ‘Defender
Yellow’ (5), Lily ‘Defender
Pink’ (5), Eucomis 'Sparkling
Burgundy’ (2), Crocosmia
‘Lucifer’ (10), Ixia "Yellow
Emperor’ (8), Gladiolus
murielae (50) £24.99

(RRP £61.54) SAVE £36.55

160 bulbs: Lily ‘Defender
Yellow’ (10), Lily ‘Defender
Pink’ (10), Eucomis 'Sparkling
Burgundy’ (4), Crocosmia
‘Lucifer’ (20), Ixia 'Yellow
Emperor’ (16), Gladiolus
murielae (100) £34.99

(RRP £123.08) SAVE £88.09

100 corms £14.99 SAVE £4.99

20 corms £16.99 SAVE £2.99

© 08445736054 quote Gws72z
4 www.thompson-morgan.com/GW872Z

10 corms £16.99 SAVE £6.99

Bestdeal

$;11: scriber

Subscribers: To claim your
ﬁ Thompson, extral0% discount, see page 26
, e“Morgan, for your exclusive discount code

Terms and conditions: Bulbs and corms supplied and dispatched in March/April 2017. Offer closes15 April 2017. Please note your contract for supply of goods is with Thompson & Morgan, Poplar Lane, Ipswich
IP8 3BU.Terms and conditions available on request. All offers subject to availability. All heights and spreads indicate eventual plant sizes.*Calls cost 7p/min plus your network access charge.

. L {
summer bulb collection G e CopE: w872z
: TO ORDER Please send your order and payment to Gardeners’ World CODE DESCRIPTION TOTAL
: Summer Bulb Collection, Dept GW872Z, PO Box 162, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP8 3BX
: TCF72060 | Lily ‘Defender Yellow’ x 5 £8.99 | £8.09
- L. TCF72061P ily * : 5 g d
L Title Initial Surname CF7206 Lily ‘Defender Yellow’ x 10 SAVE £4.99 £12.99 | £11.69
& Address TCB12232P | Lily ‘Defender Pink’ x 5 £8.99 | £8.09
: TCB12233P | Lily ‘Defender Pink’ x 10 SAVE £4.99 £12.99 | £11.69
: Postcode Tel (for queries) TCF69401 | E. 'Sparkling Burgundy’ x 2 £9.99 | £8.99
: Mobile Email TCF69402P | E. 'Sparkling Burgundy’ x 4 SAVE £4.99 | £14.99 | £13.49
: TCF47537 | Crocosmia ‘Lucifer’ x 10 £9.99 | £8.99
e L Y TCFA7538P | Crocosmia ‘Lucifer’ x 20 SAVE £2.99 £16.99 | £15.29
Thompson & Morgan with my hame and address on the back TCFa7584 | Ixia ‘Yellow Emperor x5 £11.99 IEEG
: Orcharge myVisa[ ] Mastercard ] Maestro[] TCF47583P | Ixia ‘Yellow Emperor’ X 10 SAVE £6.99 | £16.99 | £15.29
¢ card number [ ] O] DO IO TCF12439 | Gladiolus murielae x 50 £9.99 | £8.99
: . . TCF12438P T 7 5 . -
© start date [ /[ ][] Expiry date [ ]/ ][] Card security code [ 1] C 38P | Gladiolus murielae x 100 SAVE £4.99 £14.99 | £13.49
(Last 3 digits printed on signature strip) TCF78710 | Bulb Collection x 80 SAVE £36.55 £24.99 | £22.49
: signature Date TCF78711 | Bulb Collection x160 SAVE £88.09 £34.99 | £31.49
* Immediate Media Company Ltd. (Publishers of BBC Gardeners’ World Magazine) would love to send P&P | FREE | FREE
. you newsletters, together with special offers, and other promotions. Please tick here if you'd like to
: receive these by Email ] Regular Post (. Branded BBC titles are licensed from or published jointly Subscribers: insert your discount code here seep26 |f£
: with BBC Worldwide (the commercial arm of the BBC). Please tick here [J if you'd like to receive
. regular newsletters, special offers and promotions from BBC Worldwide by email. Your information GRAND TOTAL | £
+ will be handled in accordance with the BBC Worldwide privacy policy: bbcworldwide.com/privacy.
gardenersworld.com March 2017




TRANSFORM YOUR
EXISTING STAIRCASE

NO MESS ¢ NO FUSS ¢« NO BUILDING WORK

Transforming your staircase into
an exquisite handcrafted feature is a lot
easier than you’d imagine. As specialists in

home interiors for 30 years, Neville Johnson can
renovate every part of your staircase, even replacing
your stair carpet with hardwearing oak treads.

In 1-2 days, with no structural building work and
minimal re-decoration, we will create a stunning,
handcrafted staircase that will add value
to your home. All in a style to suit you,
your home and your budget.

NO STAIRCASE TOO
LARGE OR SMALL

Whether you prefer traditional
timber, glass or contemporary steel,
we have a wide range to choose from.
Whatever size or style you choose,
you can be confident you will receive
our utmost attention and with our
flexible finance options you can
also spread the cost.*

—

h Design
tsmanship

No Str_ﬁél;'diqu\r,k =
FREE Design Service -
10 Year Guarantee

Full Project Management

*- 24 MONTHS INTEREST
FREE CREDIT"

*24 months interest free credit is available on orders over £2,000 + VAT,
_ with an upfront 30% deposit. Finance is subject to status.
“

LAY

- g — b - )

visit nevillejohnson.co.uk

OR CALL 0161 873 8333
B FOR OUR LATEST BROCHURE
| QUOTE CODE Y-GAWO49

PO L) s

.

NEVILLE JOHNSON

LUXURY STAIRCASE RENOVATIONS
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Alan Titchmarsh shows how to get a lush, green lawn
without resorting to chemicals. Photos by Sarah Cuttle

here is no doubt about it;

cultivating an organic lawn is

one of the greatest challenges

faced by any gardener. After all,
lawns entirely devoted to grass simply do
not exist in nature — they are man-made
features, the product of not just
mechanical cultivation, butalso chemical
intervention. We can all see the perfect
greensward in our mind’s eye — smooth
and level as a billiard table, probably with
parallel stripes. It is

orarectangle—inthe pocket-handkerchief
gardens fore and aft of terraced houses
there was no room for the sweeping
curves of more generously proportioned
country estates. Then, as apprentice in
thelocal parks department, I found myself
mowing bowling greens and recreation
areas and the creation of stripes became
ingrained. To this day I love that sort
of neatness and symmetry, unfashionable
though it may be now, with the current

preference for prairie

weed and moss free, 66 Lawns entirely devoted planting. (That said,
and its surface is as to grass Slmply do not exist landscape designer

crisp and even as a
new fall of snow. To
achieve this effect is
nigh on impossible
for the organic gardener who has no
recourse to lawn herbicides, moss killers
and the like. So, is a good-looking lawn
out of the question for those of an organic
persuasion? Not a bit of it. You might just
have to compromise a little, that’s all.
During my youth, a patch of lawn was de
rigueur at the centre of any domestic front
or back garden. It could be a square

innature -they are
man-made features $)

Kim Wilkie has done
wonders at Boughton
Park with a verdant
landscape of
towering and inverted grass pyramids.)

Istill get a kick out of mowing—it allows
my mind to wander — and I enjoy the
contrast between the neat lawn and the
billowing chaos of my beds and borders.

I have been an organic gardener for
over 30 years now. Though I always
allowed myself one indulgence — a spring
application of ‘weed and feed’ to the lawn.

f
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That is, until about five years ago when,
a day or two after applying the mixture —
which killed moss as well as weeds — I saw a
mother blackbird heaving a worm from the
blackened surface to take back to her young.
It was an epiphany. It occurred to me that
I wouldn’t let my own children walk on the
lawn for a week or two after the weed and
feed was applied, let alone eat anything that
had come into contact with it. Surely my
love of nature — of the birds and beasts and
insects that populated my garden — was
stronger than my love of a fine lawn?

There and then I vowed not to use the
stuff again. From that moment on I gave
myself the challenge of cultivating a good-
looking lawn without the use of chemicals.
It has not been nearly so disastrous as
I thought it would. My lawn is still even and
green, it still has stripes in summer and it
still shows off the beds and borders that lie
around it. That it is not composed entirely of
grass is something I have learned to live
with; and that is the key.

Startingout

If you are planning on going ‘lawn organic’
now is a good time to begin. And to spur you
on your way, it is worth remembering that
chemical solutions are not quite the
one-stop solution they at first may seem.
You can apply a preparation that will kill
moss. It will turn it black. But you still have
to rake out the dead stuff, and next year you
will have to go through the process all over
again, because the chemical treatment is
not long lasting. If you have to rake out the
moss anyway, why bother to kill it first?

Rake out the moss now and, if the surface
of your lawn is badly drained, go over it with
a lawn aerator or a fork, perforating the
surface to a depth of 8 to 10cm. A hollow-tine
aerator can be used on heavy soils, the cores
removed from the surface and sharp sand
swept into the vertical drainage channels.
This process alone will help reduce the
incidence of moss, which likes damp
conditions. (Moss also loves shady spots, so
pruning nearby trees will help to let in more
light and encourage grass growth.)

That said, moss grows well in almost any
lawn through the autumn and winter,
regardless of the cultivation regime
employed. Resign yourself to this annual
raking as part of your fitness routine, and if
you don’t have the strength, then a powered
lawn raker will make life much easier. You'll
be astonished at the amount of moss and
dead grass that it removes — enough to stuff
a large mattress. Dump it on the compost
heap, mixing it in with other material.

Your lawn will look pretty threadbare
once the moss has been removed (especially
ifyou've used a powered raker). Don’'t worry.
You've created more space for the grass to
occupy and, come the warmer weather of
April and May, you can feed your lawn to
encourage that to happen. I use a wheeled

gardenersworld.com
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love your lawn

Steps to success
with organic lawns

v/ Remove large-leaved weeds, such as
dandelions, plantains and daisies so they
don’t get out of hand. Use an old-
fashioned daisy grubber (and a padded
kneeling mat!). It's actually a satisfying job
on a warm spring or summer's day.

v If you want stripes, use a rotary mower
with a large rear roller. Cylinder mowers
don’t much like cutting plants other than
grass, and the effect they produce on
organic lawns is not as good as their
rotary counterparts.

v/ Rake out moss annually without
using chemicals.

v/ Improve surface drainage by spiking
with a fork or using a hollow tine aerator,
and reduce shade to help cut down moss.

v/ Sweep off worm casts on a dry day
with a birch besom so that their fine soil
acts, in some small way, as a top-dressing.

v/ Always remove lawn clippings -
leaving them on in great clods will do
nothing to improve matters and will kill off
grass rather than encouraging it to grow.

v/ Mow at least once a week in spring
and summer when the grass is growing
rapidly. Regular mowing produces a finer
sward, even on organic lawns, and helps
to eliminate many weeds.

v/ sweep off fungi, fairy rings and other
toadstools with a birch besom or stiff-
bristled broom and then suck up with the
mower. Few chemical treatments are
available to the amateur anyway.

v/ Don’t bother to water your lawn,
even in dry spells. It'll soon recover in the
first shower of rain and, because an
organic lawn contains plants other than
grass, it has extra drought resistance.

Sweep worm casts from
_you'r lawn to'stop them
‘making muddy patches
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S Sow grassz;ed on ;..

patchy areas of |
lawn after usm§ a

Some grass seed
packets come With

perforations to aid

even distribution

g 'ﬁareak dp
50|I before overseedmg

: W|th two fistfuls per
square metre

Thicken up your lawn

If your lawn is very thin and sparse, it may be worth
overseeding the entire area after scarifying

@ By far the best time to overseed your
lawn is during April and May, when the
earth has warmed up a little, but before
the hot dry weather of summer, which
hinders grass seed germination.

® Go over the soil surface with a
traditional rake (rather than a spring-
tined rake) while the soil is damp, as the
seed will need a bit more surface
cultivation than that created by raking
off moss and dead grass. Concentrate
on the bare patches of earth to break up
compaction of its surface. You need not
cultivate very deeply — 1cm is plenty, but
it will allow the seed to germinate and
take root more readily than if it were
scattered on to a flat, hard ground.

gardenersworld.com

@ Scatter the seed over the entire area

of the lawn at the rate of two clenched
fistfuls to the square metre. Then go
over the lawn with a rake again, gently
working the seed into the surface. You
will not cover it all over, but don’t worry;
there will be sufficient seeds in contact
with the soil to ensure germination.

@ Lay twiggy pea sticks flat upon the

surface afterwards to discourage birds
from eating the seeds and from having
dust baths. They will always take some,
but sufficient seed will be left behind to
thicken up the greensward before you
mow the lawn a few weeks later. Make
sure you wait until a month after sowing
before you apply any feed.

P ted"

aﬂd’(-iead grass
and add to the
compost heap™

({sHavingan organic lawn
needs an adjustment
of mindset %)

distributor for an even application, and my
lawn feed of choice is... good old blood, fish
and bone meal. Grass loves it. It is less likely
to scorch than many inorganic lawn feeds,
but it’s worth watering it in if there’s no rain
within a day or two. (Watch the forecast and
apply it just before rain to save yourself the
job.) You'll notice that the effects of the
blood, fish and bone are not quite as instant
as those ‘overnight’ greening products, but
in my experience they tend to be longer
lasting. Another application during a damp
spell in midsummer will be all your lawn
needs to stay well fed and healthy.

All of which is fine and dandy, but what
about the weeds? Well, many of them you‘ll
learn to live with. Provided they are green
and fine leaved, they’ll become an integral
part of the low-growing botanic garden that
is now your lawn. The larger-leaved ones?
See ‘Steps to success... on the previous page.

Having an organic lawn requires an
adjusted mindset, but it’s given me a clearer
conscience without affecting the beauty of my
garden. And Mrs Blackbird is happy, too. [

WATCH ALAN share his
gardening know-how with
our exclusive videos at: gardenersworld.
com/alan-titchmarsh

Coming up: Alan secrets
to success with...

o April tackling pests organically

e May raising young plants

@ June plants for problem places
@ July making compost

March 2017
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Lawnmowers that really are as good as they look

With the largest range of lawnmowers in the UK. Cobra have over 50 models in their portfolio to
suit your specific gardening needs. These include rear roller, 4 wheeled and professional models
with prices strating from just £89.99*.

At the heart of these powerful, stylish lawnmowers is a choice of either electric, cordless or petrol
engines powered by Briggs & Stratton, Honda and Subaru.

Cobra products are available across the UK, throughout our network of approved specialist
dealers.Our approved dealers have the knowledge and experience to help you purchase
the correct Cobra product for your requirements.

POWERED BY

LI—ION POWERED by
e  HONDA.

{ Br1055:STRATTON |

SUBARLU.

To find you local dealer visit www.cobragarden.co.uk | or call0115 986 6646

*Promotional prices only at participating dealers
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Get your grassinto great
shape with our guide

Improving the health of your lawn is the key
to improving its looks. Start by identifying any
problems, then use our guide to find the right
treatments. There's a wealth of products to

care to follow the packet instructions for safe

and effective results, and never be tempted
to over-apply: too much can often be more
harmful than none at all.

to choosing theright
products and tools

suit all approaches: both organic and chemical,
including ready-to-use products that are super-
convenient (if a little pricier) and newer,
environmentally friendly treatments. Do take

Having the right tools makes maintaining your
lawn easier, and good cultivation can prevent
many common problems. So overleaf we guide
you through the key kit for a lusher lawn.

Re-seeding
Sow with treated or coated seeds for best
results, to thicken a sparse or patchy lawn.

Patch repair kits are handy for small areas.

® How to use In spring or autumn. Keep
watered until the new grass is established.
® Try Johnsons After Moss Lawn Seed,
Miracle-Gro Patch Magic

Dog spotrepairs

Tackle yellow patches caused by dog wee
with products containing grass seeds and
growing medium. Urine neutraliser can be
applied as a repair. Or neutralising products
can be added to dog's drinking water.

©® How to use From spring to autumn.

@ Try Dog Rocks, Envii Neuturine,
Westland Aftercut Patch Fix

® Try Nemasys

Worm deterrents

Worms are great, but some lawn lovers
don't like the piles of fine soil (casts) they
produce. Applying a sulphur-based product
creates acidic conditions that worms avoid.
@ How to use In any periods of high
worm activity. Check the lawn pH first, as
treatment may make conditions too acidic.
® Try CastClear, Sulphurlawn Spray-on

Biological pest controls

Chafer grubs, leatherjackets and ants
can cause lawn damage directly, as
well as indirectly when larger creatures
feed on them. Applying microscopic
nematodes is a safe, environmentally
friendly control method.

® How to use In April to September
onto moist grass, when the weather

is sufficiently warm.

gardenersworld.com
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love your lawn

Nutrients will
: help grass grow

Springlawn feeds

These are rich in nitrogen, which boosts
strong, green, leafy growth. Correct feeding
helps grass to outperform weeds and
moss.

® How to use Apply evenly from March to
May, when the soil is moist and the grass
dry, then water in.

@ Try EverGreen Extreme Green, Neudorff
Organic Lawn Feed & Improver

DIER GREENING
THAT LA ST&J’

Liquid feeds

These give fast results, as you dilute and water the
product on, so the grass can take it up immediately.
It will green up a tired lawn within days.

® How to use From April to August. A few days
after mowing, and then at regular intervals.

® Try Empathy Lawn Feed, Maxicrop Ultra Lawn,
PlantGrow Natural Lawn Food

IMPROVED WINTER PROTECTION

Autumn feeds
These are rich in potash to encourage root
growth, laying the foundation for a healthy
lawn the following year. If you only feed once,
. ) go for an autumn feed.

';" ® How to use In September or October, as
laﬂ['ﬂ?ﬂ'!ger for spring lawn feed (above).
gl biendyo <3 @ Try Nutranatural Autumn & Winter Lawn
imdeae,  IE  Food, Scotts Lawn Builder

-’ Mgss can form on
poorly dralned

[ shé'ay lawns, and |
5n aCIdlc 50|I

Mosskillers

Apply mosskiller alone if your lawn doesn’t
need feeding, otherwise you

can buy combined products containing
mosskiller and fertiliser.

@ How to use In spring or autumn.

Dead moss needs raking out, then

the lawn may need overseeding.

@ Try Nutra-lIron Spray-On, Vitax Green Up
Lawn Sand, VivaGreen MossOff

All-in-one treatments

Combined fertiliser, weedkiller and
mosskiller for all-over chemical treatment
of established lawns. Rake out the moss
and weeds once they’ve died off.

® How to use In spring to summer, but
only when the weather conditions are right.
@ Try EverGreen Complete 4in 1,
Westland Aftercut All In One

| EVERGREEN

Natural combination treatments

As well as feeding the lawn and killing moss,
these newer products contain friendly bacteria
that digest the dead material. This means
there’s no need

to rake out the debris afterwards.

® How to use From April to September.

@ Try Viano MO Bacter Organic Lawn Fertiliser,
Westland SafeLawn

Lawn weedkillers

These attack just the weeds, not
the grass. Weeds may increase
or become distorted before
they die, and more than one
application is usually required.
® How to use From April to
September, in dry
weather. Identify =
your weeds so
you buy the right

treatment.
3 @ Try Verdone
f Dlaisies d Extra Lawn
colour but can Weedkiller, |
spread too read“y Westland Resolva
R Lawn Weedkiller

PHOTOS: SARAH CUTTLE; JASON INGRAM; TIM SANDALL; GETTY/NIGEL CATTLIN
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Lawndisease control
Fungal diseases, like red thread
and fusarium can attack grass.
There is only one licensed lawn
fungicide for amateur gardeners.
® How to use Any time, except
in drought or frosty weather.

@ Try Bayer Garden Lawn
Disease Control Sachets

Red thread affect
grass lacking nitrd&en,
usually in autumfl

gardenersworld.com
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LLawn tools
S

Spring-tined lawnrake
This rake has flexible metal tines with cranked
ends for scarifying to remove moss and thatch
(dead grass) and control spreading weeds
such as speedwell and buttercups. You can
also use it to gather grass clippings and leaves.
® How to use: Rake carefully in spring,

and more vigorously in autumn.

Spreader

For even application of lawn feed and lawn
seeds. Wheeled models are good for level,
regularly shaped lawns, while hand-held
types suit small or awkward spaces. There is
a wide range of models, prices and quality.

©® How to use: Use the correct distribution
rate and avoid overlap or gaps when applying.

Short-handled weeders
For removing rosette-forming or deep-rooted
weeds. Different types include daisy grubbers,
lawn knives and dandelion weeders.

® How to use: Choose a long-bladed weeder
for deep-rooted perennials, which regrow from
any piece of root left behind. To minimise
back strain, kneel rather than bend down.

FIND TIPS ON looking after your lawn at
gardenersworld.com/lawn-care

Aerators and scarifiers

Use to make drainage holes in the lawn or
rake out moss and thatch. A wide range of
manually operated designs are available to
suit small lawns or energetic gardeners.

® How to use: Aerating is ideally done in
autumn before the winter rains. Scarify to
remove moss and thatch in spring or autumn.

Leafrake

An efficient tool for removing leaves from
lawns, it has plastic or rubber tines that don’t
skewer the leaves. This makes it easier to use,
as the rake doesn't clog up readily.

©® How to use: Rake up autumn leaves every
few days, so they don’t build up into a thick layer
that excludes the light and can kill the grass.

Lawnshears
Use to trim unmowable spots, such as
around posts or use edging shears as shown
above. Specialist lawn shears have angled
blades and are much easier to use. Choose
from short- or long-handled models.

® How to use: Trim when the grass is dry.
Clean the blades after use and keep sharp.

Half-moon edger

This creates a neat vertical edge when cutting
a fresh outline on lawns adjoining a border or
path. The sharp, straight blade gives a crisper
finish than a spade, which has a curved blade.
@ How to use: Press down firmly with your
foot, so the blade slices cleanly through the
grass and its roots. Compost the trimmings.

Besombroom
Traditionally made from birch twigs, this is
ideal for scattering unwanted worm casts
so they don't suffocate grass and become a
seedbed for lawn weeds. The splayed ends
are also handy for sweeping in corners.

® How to use: Once the worm casts have
dried out, and before mowing.

Long-handled weeders

These efficiently extract deep-rooted weeds.
The choice of designs include pronged,
corkscrew and clawed models. Some have

a foot plate for greater leverage.

©® How to use: Weeds come out more easily
and cleanly when the soil is damp. Insert the
tool to the full blade depth and remove steadily.

gardenersworld.com
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Grass grows stronger
to outcompete
weedssmoss

Friendly Bacteria
transform dead
leaves e moss
into nutrients

New Westland SafeLawn is the safer and natural way to
feed your lawn. Made with 100% natural ingredients, it
gives you a thick, green and strong lawn, by nourishing
the soil on which the grass grows. And because it’s a
non-staining formula, with no added chemicals, there’s
no need to keep off the lawn. Put some life back in your
lawn, with New Westland SafelLawn.

Child & Pet Friendly

SafeLawn

Natural Lawn Feed
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The Safer Way to Feed your Lawn
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Follow our step-by-step guide to sowing a lawn from seed

If your lawn is looking really threadbare, it may
be best to start anew. Growing from seed is easy
and you'll get a new lawn for just a few pounds
—around a tenth of the price of buying turf.

Now'’s the time to do the groundwork, ready for
sowing when the soil warms up in April or May.

Step by step

STRIiP OFF any old grass, using a spade

to slice the turf from the soil. Dig out the
cream-coloured roots of dandelions and
other perennial weeds whenever you find
them. Then fork through the cleared soil
thoroughly, removing any large stones.
LEVEL the area roughly, then spread a
2-3cm layer of quality topsoil over it. Use
the heels of your boots to firm the surface,
working backwards and forward across the
plot, and scuff any excess soil into low spots.
RAKE the whole area level. Hold the handle
low and push the head of the rake to skim
through the surface in long sweeping
strokes. Rake first in one direction, then
repeat at right angles to make levelling easy.
CHECK FOR bumps and hollows using the
side of a long (approx 2m) length of board
on its edge. Rake soil from any high spots
to fill in any dips. Check and adjust the
levels first in one direction, then repeat

the process at right angles.

MARK out a metre square using canes

and string. Measure out the grass seeds
according to the instructions on the packet,

gardenersworld.com

Be sure to choose a seed mix that suits your
needs, whether that’s a hard-wearing family-
friendly lawn, a shade-tolerant sward or a fine
bowling-green finish. The seeds will germinate
in just 10-14 days and your new lawn will be
ready for light use this summer.

and sow thinly and evenly within the marked
area. Leave this in place to act as a visual
guide, and try to sow the rest of the lawn

at the same seed density. Rake over gently.
WATER with a fine spray, taking care not to
wash the seeds out of place. Repeat twice a
week until the seeds have germinated. Hang
up old CDs or tin foil to deter birds. After

six weeks, with the mower blades at their
highest setting, give the lawn its first cut.

' 15% off Rolawn products

! Create a beautiful lawn with the finest turf,
topsoil and lawncare products from Rolawn.
i You can enjoy a 15% saving across the whole
: range, and everything will be delivered to
your home. To order and claim your discount:

: GO To rolawn.co.uk/gwm
: CALL01904 757372

QUOTE GWMAR17
. Offer ends 31 March 2017

March 2017
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DIGITALIS DALMATION

A unigue collection bred to flower in the first
year. Deadhead spent blooms in the first year

to encourage a second year of flowers. Height
50cm (20"). Spread 40cm (16"). Hardy biennials.
A. Peach 6 plants YPDPEO6-GWO0317 £10
B. Purple 6 plants YPDPUO6-GWO0317 £10
C. White 6 plants YPDWHO06-GWO0317 £10
9 plants (3 of each) YPDDMX09-GWO0317 £11

e

1. Digitalis purpurea Candy Mountain
Nicknamed Viagra in the trials garden, due to
the upwards facing flowers. Height 120cm (48").
Spread 30cm (12"). Hardy biennial.

6 plants YPDCMO06-GWO0317 £10

2. Digitalis obscura Dusky Maid

Looking like an elusive orange Penstemon it is in
fact a rarely offered Spanish Foxglove. Height &

. . i spread 45cm (18"). Fully hardy perennial.
HE NAME FOXGLOVE is said to have .. 6 plants YPDDMO6-GW0317 £10
arisen from a story about playful fairies, .
. . . 3. Digitalis purpurea Sugar Plum

wanting to help the wily foxes. They slipped ! Often referred to as one of the most gorgeous
a foxglove over each paw and ever since, the fox pale pink blooms with raspberry jam lips. Height
has had the attribute of stealth. They even left 120cm (487). Spread 45cm (18"). Hardy biennial.
their little fairy fingerprints on the blooms in the jj 6 plants MG el et b/ LY

: 4. Digitalis x mertonensis
(L EAINZE LSS, . An award winning variety with huge blooms
Humans admire them today for their gorgeous, ) known as the strawberry foxglove. Height 90cm
bell-shaped flowers which appear on long tall (36"). Spread 30cm (12"). Fully hardy perennial.
spikes, making an impressive statement in the ( 6 pla-nt-s . YPD_MEOG'GW_0317 £10
garden during late spring and summer. Wonderful 5. .D'g'ta"s grandiflora Carlllqn .

. . . . . Dainty and compact, evergreen foliage with
drifts of vertical spires create interest in the border gorgeous chocolate speckles on the inside of the
by adding a third dimension. Excellent for cutting flower. Height 30-40cm (12-16"). Spread 30-45cm
too - lasting 7-10 days in a vase, although you = ' (12-18"). Fully hardy perennial.
may not wish to deprive the passing wildlife of a 6 pla-nt-s . MpAcigelnch L Lok £l
nectar-rich feast. Deadhead as each flower is spent 6. Digitalis purpurea Alba

fl q q The height and colour carries the eye to the
to encograge more ow_ers gn promote see furthest part of the garden when planted at the
production for self-seeding in the second year. back of the border. Height 120cm (48"). Spread

Delivered in April - the perfect time for planting Z%CI; t(lz”). Hari%gf:gg_'éw 0317 £10

2. Digitalis obscura Dusky Maid

Call us today 01386 554 440 or visit us online hayloft.co.uk



~ havloit

P rare | unusual | exciting

¢

Buy all

twelve
Foxgloves

pictured for

\ E1

THAT’ JUST £1 A PLANT

] =

&. &, p
DIGITALIS POLKADOT

Branching beautifully and sterile which means they
flower throughout all of the summer and into early
autumn. Height 60-90cm (23-35"). Spread 50-60cm
(20-23"). Fully hardy perennials.

A. Pippa 6 plants  YPDPIO6-GWO0317 £10
B. Pandora 6 plants YPDPAO6-GWO0317 £10
C. Princess 6 plants YPDPR0O6-GWO0317 £10
9 plants (3 of each) YPDPMX09-GWO0317 £11

To order visit hayloftplants.co.uk/gw or call 0844 335 1088

PLEASE SEND ME
Name purpurea Candy Mountain x 6

obscura Dusky Maid x 6
Address purpurea Sugar Plum x 6

X mertonensis x 6

Postcode grandiflora Carillon x 6

purpurea Alba x 6

. Dalmation Peach x 6
Email Tel

By advising us of your email address we will be able to send all of our special offers. Dalmation Purple x 6
Please tick here if you prefer not to receive offers other than from our company [] Dalmation White x 6 YPDWHO6-GWO0317

| enclose Cheque/PO made payable to Hayloft Plants Ltd or please debit my Mastercard [] Visa [] Maestro [] Dalmation Mix x 9 plants (3 of each) | YPDDMX09-GW0317

Please enter the Polkadot Pandora x 6 YPDPAO6-GWO0317
; last 3 digits of
Card expiry date Djjj Issue no Dj Start date Djjj seacsurity 'Cg(;dseo(cysfi/u; Polkadot Princess x 6 YPDPRO6-GW0317 -

= Polkadot Mix x 9 plants (3 of each) |YPDPMX09-GWO317| £11 |
y READERS OFFER
; YPDMX12-GWO0317  £12

Al orders will be personall Digitalis Mix (1 of each pictured)
0 T wi y

SEND THE COUPON BY FREEPOST TO: confirmed by return with a POST & PACKING (UK ONLY) _--
Hayloft Plants, FREEPOST RTGR-JAGJ-JETG copy of your 2017 catalogue.

Pensham, Pershore WR10 3HB S e s e TO

FREE catalogue.

HAYLOFT PLANTS, MANOR FARM NURSERY, PENS SHORE, WORCEST HIRE WR10 3

Call us today 01386 554 440 or visit us online hayloft.co.uk



THE GARDEN is an easy and
relaxing place to spend time
outdoors with the whole
family, whether it’s your own
kids, your grandchildren or
friends who have come for a
visit. Last year we launched
a competition to find our
readers’ best gardens and this
month we show you round
those of our three finalists in
the ‘family garden’ category.
Garden owners Magda
D’Ingeo, Cathy Harrison and
Richard Prior share their top
family-friendly tips. We pick
out some of their best garden
features and explain how to
recreate them in your own plot
to make the best garden you
can for all the family.

Football-proof
flower borders

Raised beds made from brick,
hardwood or sleepers will go
some way to keep footballs at bay
and stop plants getting trampled.
If you choose to plant at ground
level, use low hedging or edging
to delineate the beds, particularly
those alongside the lawn.

Plant choice is key too. Prickly
plants can pierce not just footballs
but little hands too, however you
do need tough plants that will
bounce back. Avoid planting tall,
brittle or floppy plants near
potential play areas and opt for
robust evergreens, grasses and
sturdy perennials like achilleas
and stachys instead.




A lawn for
playing games

A lawn is the ideal soft surface for
ball games, as well as for general
running and tumbling and playing
with pets. If you're starting from
scratch, pick a hardwearing lawn

seed or turf mix that includes B s ¥, 3
perennial rye grass and fescues. _ , €6 We've incorporated a

These will grow quickly but need ' large muar lawn for playing
regular mowing, especially if you .

want a neat finish. You could also outdoor activities on 99

consider the low-maintenance i - Richard Prior - * '
option of artificial turf, which _ - ‘ -

is great for shady areas.

Multi-function
furniture

Garden features that have more
than one use are particularly
handy if you're short on space or
don’t want play equipment and
toys cluttering up the garden and
spoiling the view. A low coffee
table that doubles as a sand pit
or even a paddling pool once the
. : top is raised, or box benching
R < 2y _ with a lift-up seat for handy toy
S v ; Ny storage, are great solutions and
/Tnend?bf 311"5’&@?’ 5 - i BN | help to make the garden work well

’ Y for both children and adults alike.

Niarch 2017 e\ _ SN N S 5 | -gardenersworlg,com . 81,




Seating that
suits everyone

Nothing is nicer than sitting down
to a family meal in the garden.
Seating areas can be either formal
or relaxed, but you must ensure
that furniture is sturdy enough for
all ages to sit on. Stackable fold-up
chairs will allow you to add to the
table if extra guests arrive.
Choose a spot that receives
sun at the time you're most likely
to use it and provide shade, either
with a parasol or a pergola clothed
in plants — deciduous climbers
are good, casting shade in
summer but not in late autumn
or winter when light levels and
temperatures are lower.

Safe ponds for
finding frogs

Water is an essential element in
any garden, beneficial to both
wildlife and us, and a pond is a
soothing place to sit and relax.
For safety reasons, keep ponds
covered with a metal grill or
behind a secure gate while
children are very young. For older
children, a pond is a great learning
tool, where they can enjoy pond
dipping and can quietly watch
visiting dragonflies and birds.
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Picking your
own food

Growing edible plants is a lovely
way to involve children and
encourage them to eat fruit and
veg - they can even graze as they
play! Edible flowers such as
nasturtiums and violas are fun,

as are jewel-like berries such as
redcurrants and blackberries —
just choose thornless varieties like
‘Loch Ness'. If you have space, give
kids their own mini veg plot, even
if it's only a large pot. They'll love
growing their own strawberries,
as well as speedy crops like

salad leaves and carrots.

0IS; NEIL HEPWORTH
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The Finest Cut of All

No tall tales, just a long bistory
of keeping it short
For almost a century, Atco have been

making exceptional lawnmowers that
deliver “The Finest Cut of All”

Petrol Lawnmowers from £189
Cordless Mowers from £499
Lawn Riders from £1,349
Garden Tractors from £1,999

ATCO

The Finest Cut of All

See the complete range at Call

www.atco.co.uk 0800 669 6327
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Disguise play
kit with plants

K.‘ Use plants to camouflage or
screen off large play equipment,
such as swings and climbing
frames, so they don’t draw the
eye and dominate the garden.
With structures like this swing,
you can train climbers up the
sides to soften their appearance,
or plant large shrubs at staggered
angles to mask them from view.
Trellis or slatted fencing clothed

lessen their impact, but still
allow you to keep an eye on
the kids as they play.

L‘ in lacy plants and climbers will

Make your own
fun features

A family garden should be a place
of fun as well as beauty, and
adding crafty features such as
this quirky watering-can fountain
helps to bring another layer of
interest to your space. Involve
your children by encouraging
them to create original artworks
for the garden, either from clay
or painted wood, or ask them to
collect stones and lay them in
patterns and shapes along

paths or decking.

PHOTOS: PAUL DEBOIS; NEIL HEPWORTH




Paths to avc>1d
& muddy boots

Clear, defined pathways in hard
materials help to make the garden
usable all year round and will
allow kids to play outside without
muddy footprints being traipsed
through the house afterwards.
Smooth surfaces of stone or
decking are hardwearing, wheel
friendly and kind to bare feet,
while large stepping stones
running through a lawn, veg

plot or gravel are lots of fun.

Space for
family pets

Pets and poultry love to rummage
and play in the garden, but they
can also ruin a patch of newly dug
ground or trample prized plants.
Tough shrubs will allow larger
pets to play safely without causing
damage, while gravel paths will
give chickens a place to peck and
provide them with grit, which is

essential for their digestion. You : , @ W 2 y : , . s iy
can designate a sheltered spot for Tk Lo 4 ' “ The garden offers

rabbit or guinea pig hutches and \ < = i ' LN something for everyone -
screen them with planted trellis “ o 4 s including the chickens ”

or add an attractive sedum roof. o
Cathy Harrison

PHOTOS: PAUL DEBOIS; NEIL HEPWORTH

NEXTMONTH We bring you a bumper section of real garden solutions for small spaces

86  gardenersworld.com March 2017
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Introducing the world’s first

Dwart Mulberry Bush

In celebration of the long-standing royal connections of mulberries,
we’ve named this exceptional new variety Charlotte Russe.

@ Dwarf habit — perfect for any garden @ Pick fruit in the first year @ Harvest from May—September

This compact variety only reaches a height of approx. 1.5m (compared to normal mulberries that can reach up to 8m in height),
making it suitable for any garden. It’s self-pollinating, fully hardy and fruits on both old and new wood, meaning you can be picking
mulberries within the first year as opposed to the usual 8 or 9 years it takes most other mulberries. And unlike other varieties that
only produce fruit over a 3-week period towards the end of summer, Charlotte Russe (MatsunagaP®R) produces berries over a very

long period, from May right through until September! Supplied in a 9cm pot. Delivery March onwards.

s Jawen| | awrss
L I I -
eEmW  cwewowmle |

Cardholders Name

Miss/Ms)

ORDER NOW 24/7
Tel: 0844 326 2200 www.suttons.co.uk/mulberrybush

or fill in the coupon and post to:
Suttons, Woodview Road, Paignton Devon, TQ4 7NQ
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Have you got the Garden

Enter our competition and you could win a share of over £10,000 of great gardening Kit!

Have you created a garden
you're really proud of, full of
innovative ideas and beautiful
planting, and buzzing with wildlife?
Then why not enter our 2017 Garden
of the Year Competition? There’s a
total of £10,000-worth of the latest
Cobra gardening equipment to

be won, as well as the exciting
opportunity to have your garden
photographed professionally,

to appear in future issues of
Gardeners’ World Magazine.

You can enter your garden into
one of three categories: Wildlife
Garden, Small Space or
Challenging Plot. A panel of expert
judges will select a shortlist of three
gardens in each category, from
which they’ll choose three category
winners, as well as an overall
Judges' Choice. We'll share all the
results in the November 2017 issue.

Readers will have their say, too,
with a vote in the People’s Choice
award later this year — and all voters
will be entered into a prize draw
to win great Cobra kit! For more
inspiration and to see last year’s
finalists, go to: bit.ly/gw-goty

Who canenter?

To be eligible for our Garden of the
Year Competition, sponsored by
Cobra, you must not earn a living by
designing or maintaining gardens.
The garden may be open to the
public for charity, but not make any
profit for the owner. The garden
must be maintained by the owner
with no more than one full-time or
two part-time helpers. See full terms
and conditions at gardenersworld.
com/garden-competition

To enter go to:

gardenersworld.com

‘, SMALLS

You'll be able to show how you're
making the right conditions for a
host of visiting creatures, in any
size of garden. You may have
created features such as:

@ A range of habitats to

give shelter and food
@ Lots of nectar-rich flowers
® A pond
@ Nest and hibernation boxes
@ Bird feeders

=

R '
Open to gardens smaller than
a tennis court, or 250m2. A small

garden that’s big on impact,
with features such as:

@ A layout that makes the
space appear larger

@ A unified look or style

@ Planting that provides
variety and interest
over a long season

@ Climbers to disguise
boundaries

ISy

space little

t lovely?




competition

ftheYear2017? (=
O € XYear : for entries

2 May 2017/
PLUS the chance for your garden to feature in a magazine photoshoot!

What you could win

our winning gardeners deserve
great prizes, so we've teamed up with
gardening equipment manufacturer
Cobra, which offers more than 100
products across its range. Designed
in the UK to cater for British gardening
conditions, Cobra products are
available across the UK through its
network of approved specialist
dealers. Discover more about Cobra,
and the full range, on its website at
cobragarden.co.uk

Short-listed gardens may also
receive a visit from a professional
photographer, this June-July, for a
photoshoot of the garden to appear
in Gardeners’ World Magazine.

Theprizes:
@ 3 category winners will each
win £1,500 (RRP) of Cobra
garden equipment
@ 2 runners-up in each of the
3 category shortlists will
each win £500 (RRP) of
Cobra garden equipment
@ The Judges’ Choice and People’s
Choice winners will each
win a further £500 (RRP) of
Cobra garden equipment
@ Voters in the People’s Choice
award win 1 of 5 lawnmowers
worth £324.99 (RRP)

CHALLENGING PLOT

We want to know how you've
used your creative talents to
make a fantastic garden, of any
size, that overcomes the
challenges presented by tricky
terrain. These could include:

@ A shady plot

@ A sloping site

@® An exposed location

@ Difficult soil or
growing conditions

@ An overgrown or
neglected space

March 2017 gardenersworld.com 89



Introducing our new range of bespoke steel planters

A robust planter made to your own size and specification

Whether you choose to create your own or select our standard 600mm
cube planter, you can always be assured of the highest quality, versatility
and flexibility with EverEdge.

Designed with ease of self-assembly, a wide range of finishes and the
option of a sturdy base.

Aade in
Britain
<

INVENTED
AND
DESIGNED

Whether it be for
edging to lawns
paths, trees or

flower beds the versatility
of EverEdge products

EverEdge offer a wide range of
galvanised steel flexible edging
products to make gardeners’ lives easier
and their gardens more attractive.

It's the permanent way to maintain neat
edges for lawns, paths, flower and
vegetable beds.

_‘ I\/Ia_de_in
Britain

, INVENTED

] F

y Follow us on Twitter @EverEdge

CLASSIC

EverEdge Classic is the 1 metre long original,
perfect for most simple edging requirements.

Install it and your edges are maintenance-free.

Just mow over for a perfect edge.

PROEDGE

I

For larger projects, choose EverEdge ProEdge.

It's 2.5 metres long and has deeper and wider
spikes for extra stability.

Please write, telephone, or visit our website
for more information

EASYBED

If you need raised beds,
versatile EverEdge EasyBed
lets you design them just how you want
them. The patented hinge system makes it
quick and easy to create virtually any size and
shape you require.

GARDEN RINGS

To achieve neat and

clean circles around

trees and shrubs, use

an EverEdge Garden Ring,

which is simply assembled with two coach
bolts at each joint.

EVEREDGE

THE EDGING COMPANY

DOING GARDEN EDGING PROPERLY v/

EverEdge, PO Box 9, Stroud, Gloucestershire GL6 8HA Tel: 01453 731717

Ordering online is available at www.everedge.co.uk




REMOVEOLD STEMS

@ Cut old branches down to the base to
encourage new shoots. Don‘t worry:if
you can't see any buds - shoots will

soon sprout from within the bark.

" PRUNINGMONTH

Encourage vigorous Many trees, shrubs and fruit bushes or attractive youngleaves, such as
new growth by startinto growth in March, and the ornamental elders.
pace quickens as day length increases Hold back on pruning winter-and
and temperaturesrise. This means spring-flowering shrubs until they've
and treesnow, that you only haveanarrow window  finished blooming, unless theyre
says David Hurrion. of opportunity to get the last of your really overgrown, in which case, cut
Itsa great way to pruning and cuttingback done. athird of the branches hard back.
When pruned now, most deciduous It'salso time to cut back herbaceous
) ] woody shrubs and trees respond by perennials and ornamental grasses, £
plants, stimulating producing strong growth. And the as well as summerflowering shrubs "
colourful young harder you prune, the more vigorous  such asbuddleia that will bloom at the 4 -
stemsand large, there-growth willbe. Thisisusefulfor tips of new shoots made this season.
shrubs with brightly coloured juvenile  coming up: pruning to encourage
stems, such as dogwoods and willows, a better floral display

o=
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cutting back shrubs

reinvigorate old

dramatic leaves

PHOTO: JASON INGRAM
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i 'The smoke bush’s

1ew shoots produce
translucent leaves

. % inbright shades

Stem and
foliage effects

Take a look at most shrubs
at this time of year and you'll
see different types of growth.
The oldest, thickest stems are
usually brown, due to a coarse
coating of woody bark. Then
you'll find thinner stems, often
a couple of years old and
usually somewhere between
brown and tan, with some signs
of bark on the surface. But
the youngest, most vigorous
‘juvenile’ stems, arising from
low down on the shrub, are
often more brightly coloured.
A selection of plants are
grown specifically for this —
including dogwoods with red,

; : o>
Prune all stems of dogwoods
down to the base in March

black or lime stems; willows
with scarlet, orange or yellow
stems; and white-stemmed
brambles for their ghostly
stems. They all look their best
in winter, devoid of leaves,
and the best colour is on the
youngest stems. To keep these
plants looking their best each
winter, you need to cut the
whole shrub right back now,
so that all the stems will be
juvenile — and colourful!
Another feature of most of
these vigorous juvenile stems
is their super-sized leaves.
New shoots from the base
often produce leaves that are
up to 50 per cent larger than
the shrub’s normal leaves.

If you cut the whole plant to the

base in March, all the nutrient-
rich sap will be channelled into

just a few buds, which produce

vigorous stems with extra-large
leaves. Foliage colour and some
variegations may be intensified
too. Plants that will grow these
dramatic leaves include
ornamental elders, catalpas
and variegated poplars.

PLANTS TO PRUNE LIKE THIS NOW

® Dogwoods (Cornus)
® Elders (Sambucus) with
purple or lime foliage

@ Foxglove tree (Paulownia)

@ Variegated poplar
(Populus x jackii ‘Aurora’)

@ White-stemmed brambles,
such as Rubus thibetanus

@ Indian bean tree (Catalpa) @ Willows, including Salix

® Smoke bush (Cotinus)

gardenersworld.com

alba vitellina

smoke bush (Cotinus) has been allowed to form an old, woody

trunk that is starting to look knobbly and unsightly. It can be
either cut back to the top of the trunk or, if you're brave enough,
cut right down to the ground to completely rejuvenate it.

1CHECK your plant for signs of dieback and disease. This mature




growth (in several sections if necessary). This

will reduce the weight and make it easier to saw
through the stems lower down, leaving a neat cut,
without any splitting or tearing of the wood.

3 USE A PRUNING SAW to remove the tallest top

growth from around the base of your shrub,

cutting it down to as close to the ground as
possible. This will give you much easier access to
the main trunk with a pruning saw or loppers.

L USE SECATEURS to remove all the thin, twiggy
i

€€ \cw shoots from the base often produce
leaves that are up to 50 per cent larger
than the shrub’'s normal leaves 99

covered in large, colourful foliage. Thin out weak,

whippy shoots at the base by cutting them out
completely - this will channel the plant’s energy into
the most vigorous and attractive stems and foliage.

5 BY MIDSUMMER, vigorous shoots will be tall and

NowoniPad

Your essential
guide to pruning
Our 132-page pruning special,
packed with expert advice,

isnow available for iPhone
and iPad from the iTunes store

CUT BACK any thick branches or trunk as close for only £3.99. Download the
4 to ground level as possible. Support their weight free GW Magazine app and

as you work, to prevent the wood ripping. Any look under Special Editions.
such damage can lead to dieback of stems or rotting.

Cotinus ‘Grace’ (no flowers if cutback hard every year)
Calendar
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“It’'s THE Show for gardeners!” “A totally brilliant day out!”

Monty Don Alan Titchmarsh
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Your show is back!

And what a special
year tojoin us!

ardeners’ World is back on

TV and it's even more special
than ever as 2017 marks the
50th anniversary of the BBC2

programme. We'll be celebrating in style
at BBC Gardeners’ World Live and can’t

wait to welcome you to the

We've never been more excited about
bringing the presenters, inspiration
and topical gardening advice together

in one incredible live event!

Over four fantastic days at BBC Gardeners’
World Live, NEC 15-18 June, you can
indulge yourself in a day of expert talks,
Show Gardens, incredible shopping, the
Rose Festival and Floral Marquee, book
signings, live demos on stage from the
BBC Gardeners’ World Magazine team, our
Plant Village and so much more.

Book your tickets today with 20% off!"

party!

»#BO0k seats to see the presentersin the
* *BBC ?éﬂ;deners' World Live Theatret. ./

Lookbackintime

Nostalgia Garden exploring
styles from 50 Years ago,
the Anniversary Garden;
themed Beautiful Borders;
and the BBC2 team filming

joined by Monty Don,
Carol Klein and Joe Swift,
as well as the newest
faces Adam Frost, Frances
Tophill and Flo Headlam.

live entertainment, family
activities and much more.
Join us for a great day out
with inspiration around
every corner, incredible

Adult standard
over 65s standard

£23.50
£21.50
£25.00
£34.50

£18.80
£17.20
£20.00
£27.60

Any-day
2-Day

Book VIP tickets to attend in style with glass of
fizz, VIP parking, VIP Lounge, goodie bag and more.
From £89. Or try our new VIP Luxe package.

The presenters Garden party! See bbcgardenersworldlive.com/VIP for full details.
Celebrate Gardeners’ Welcoming presenters We're bringing out the
World at 50 with The past and present, we're bunting with birthday cake,

Tasty treats
Tickets include
entry to BBC Good
Food Show - go plot
to plate, discover

‘”“\‘j for-a 1-hour birthday Plus past favourites Alan shopping and a chance to new flavours and
. special, airing on Friday Titchmarsh and Toby make memories with enjoy two Shows
"(q- 16 June! Buckland. family and friends. with one great

value ticket!

*20% off Adult/Over 65 tickets. Not valid on VIP/Luxe or with any other offer. Ends 02/05/17. £1.95 fulfilment fee per advance booking. + BBC Gardeners’ World Live Theatre seats cost additional
£2. Not all experts appear on all days. Calls to 0844 581 1344 cost 7p/minute plus your phone company's access charge. Details correct at time of print.
The Gardeners’ World logo is a trademark of BBC. © BBC. Organised and presented by River Street Events.

AEQ

Subscribers, see p26 for your 25% off discount code

11O



e
CHELSEA

SUMMERHOUSES

Living indoors... outdoors

Timeless designs and handmade in the finest timbers;
a Chelsea Summerhouse is the idyllic hideaway to escape
from the interruptions of everyday life and enjoy the changing seasons.

For further information about Chelsea Summerhouses call 0800 3317742
or visit www.chelseasummerhouses.co.uk

Buy with 12 Months Interest Free Credit 0% APR

Example Cash Price £5995. Deposit £1499. Pay balance of £4496 over 12 monthly payments of £374.67. Total amount payable £5995. Credit subject to status.



115 pot up
B E]
cuttings

This practical section is packed with advice from the Gardeners’ World team on...
® Making a new lawn edge @ Checking soil temperature @ Sowing sweet peas
@® Preparing beds for sowing @ Attracting wildlife to your garden

TURN THE PAGE FOR50 THINGS TO DO IN THE GARDEN THIS MONTH

104 Liftand G : llk Keep your : /) 111 Lookafter
divide 3 o wildlife s b 49 e the new crop
snowdrops % ‘ = "_healthy pu == of seedlifig

PHOTOS: MARSHA ARNOLD; SARAH CUTTLE; JASON INGRAM
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HARROGATE

FLOWERZF SHOWS
Rated UK's best gardenJing event by Which?

APRIL 20-23 2017

GREAT YORKSHIRE SHOWGROUND

*NEW Plant Pavilion with 100 nurseries
*Inspirational show gardens *Expert growing advice
*Stunning floral art * Cooking demonstrations
* Great garden shopping *Unique crafts and gifts

Save £2.50'per ticket
Book before Tuesday 11 April o)
flowershow.org.uk
01423 546157

*A booking administration charge applies per order

éﬁ} North of England Horticultural Society

’ W ak 41"
1

Send Less Waste to Landfill
and Create Rich, Organic
Compost Fast.

WHY HOT COMPOST?

Compost MORE fypes of waste, even
bones at 40-60°c and reward yourself
with rich, organic compost faster.

WHY CHOOSE HOTBIN?

HOTBIN insulates heat generated by
bacterial breakdown. No accelerators
or turning needed - just add waste with
woody & paper materials.

RRP £1 85 UK mainland p&p included®

* Further charges for Highlands & Islands may apply
** Discount valid until 31,/03/2017

eephone: 0808 168 8499

HOTBIN® SGW:1sM g | / www.hotbincomposting.com

composting

Designed and manufactured in the UK *
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Monty uses cold
frames to protect

Monty's month e

MARCH HAS ITS flowers, but in truth it is mostly
a month of expectation, anticipation and
preparation. It is time to sow many seeds and
get the whole propagation process going, but at
Longmeadow there are very few years when the
ground is dry enough to sow direct in March, or

even plant out seedlings. The winds can be biting,

and snow and harsh frosts are not at all unusual.
So a balance has to be struck between growing
on plants as much as possible, yet not exposing

them to unduly harsh conditions too early.

This is where cold frames are invaluable. In fact,
in spring | would rather forego my greenhouses
than my cold frames. They offer enough
protection to keep the youngest seedling

from the harshest weather and yet can be
opened right up to start the essential hardening-
off process. And as the month progresses, my
cold frames are the real measure of progress,
regardless of how bare the garden might be.

gardenersworld.com




MONTY'SMONTH M ARCH

Monty prunes this
dark-leaved elder
every March, just as
the buds start to break

Vigorous elder can
be cut back hard,
and any congested,
damaged or diseased
stems removed

=100 gardenersworld.com

Encourage vigorous
new growth

THE FIRST HALF of March is the best
time to prune shrubs and climbers
that flower on new stems, such as
late-flowering clematis, roses,
buddleia and caryopteris. | like to do
this when | start to see new shoots
appearing, but resist the temptation
to start in a mild February, as the
subsequent regrowth can be
nipped back by a late frost.

For many gardeners, pruning is
a cause of anxiety. However, there
is one simple rule to follow: always
cut back to something, be it a
sideshoot or a leaf bud. Other than
that, do not worry unduly about
outward-facing buds or any such

finessing. Cut with abandon or
don’t cut at all. Either way, the
plant will almost certainly be fine.
The reason for pruning now is
to encourage vigorous new growth
that will produce lots of flowers.
In climbers such as clematis in the
Viticella Group, it is also a way to
remedy the problem of flowers
being produced ever higher up the
plant with correspondingly bare
lower stems. Shrubs such as elder,
cornus and willow can also be cut
back hard to encourage fresh new
shoots that will carry large vibrant
leaves this summer or display
colourful bark next winter.
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L With no leaves
to suﬁpoﬁ‘

Dig a wide hole so the roots can easily penetrate the looser soil

Plant shrubs now so they
get off to a good start

MARCH IS the perfecttimeto
plant woody shrubs, astheroots
can start to grow before the
demands of new foliage become
too stressful. Because each
new shrub will hopefully be
avaluable addition to your
garden for years to come, it is
well worth taking the trouble
to plant them well.

First, make surethatevery
scrap of perennial weedis
removed from the planting site,

thendigawidebut shallow hole
atthe samedepth astherootball
height. Loosen the subsoil with
afork, butdonotadd compost

or soilimprover.Ilike to dust
mycorrhizal powder over the
rootstohelp establishment.
[also plantslightly proud of the
soil surface toavoid waterlogging,
firmingdowntherootstoforma
slight cone. Always water in well,
then cover the soil with a thick
layer of garden compost.

Plant out broad
bean seedlings

ALTHOUGH BROAD BEANS are one of
the hardiest vegetables, and certain
varieties can be sown outside in
autumn and late winter, we don't risk
sowing our earliest batches outdoors.
Longmeadow’s clay soil is too cold
and wet for direct sowing of beans in
winter, and even when protected by

cloches, few make it through to spring.

Instead, we sow our first broad
beans under cover and plant out the
resulting seedlings this month, when
they're sturdy and have well-formed
roots. For a long harvesting season,
we sow batches at regular intervals
and we'll direct sow some once the
soil warms up later this month.

WATCH Monty's videos

on growing fruit and
vegetables at gardeners
world.com/fruit-veg

March 2017

Transplant sturdy young broad beans outdoors, spaced about 25cm apart

VWATCH Monty’s

videos on spring
jobs at gardenersworld.
com/monty-don

[:| Continue mulching,
especially after
planting out, to
maintain soil health

|:| Feed and water
amaryllis plants
after flowering

|:| Plant out salad rocket
plugsifit's warm, for
apeppery harvest

[:| Remove weeds from
paving and gravel

y
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Outstanding Dwarf Patio Lavatera

That Everyone Wants to Grow

B

# Apatio version of our
customer favourite DOUBLE

# Attracts bees and
butterflies

# Flowers June to
September

Lavatera Barnsley Baby
I Plant £1199 - 2 Plants £23:98

v £12

HURRY OFFER MUST END MARCH 3lst

Lavatera ‘Barnsley Baby’
A dwarfversion of our cottage garden favourite! Compact
and floriferous hardy shrub. Lavatera Barnsley Baby' is perfect for
patio containers and small gardens. Well branched habit and masses
of large white. red eyed. funnel shaped flowers turning a soft pink over
time will certainly draw the attention as well as attracting the bees and
butterflies into your garden!
Once established. this tough litle mallow with unusual grey-green
heart shaped leaves. needs little maintenance and will even tolerate
short periods of drought. Long flowering period from June to
September. Height: 75cm (30°). Spread: 60cm (24).
Dispatched in March/April as established 7cm potted plants.
These are mature plants which can be potted on or can be planted
straight into the border or containers.

30cm (127) tall and 38cm (15°) wide. Black with a brushed metal finish, lattice
design and a large saucer, idea! for all of your padio favourites Just £9.99
Incredibloom® Enjoy up to 400% more flowers
with our new and exclusive Incredibloom® plant fertiliser offering : - :
asimple. controlled release for the mostincredible blooms. iy ' \ : £ o

Thompson, —~Www.thom pson morgan .com/ TSOPI228
When ordering online please use order code TSOP1228 to access our special offers YOUR SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

&’ Ofgall Telf 0844 573 74'4 9am-8pm weekdays - 9am-6pm weekends ?Bg;u:art?:;inezymi; anwyepvr\?;l}éoyl:;‘obu? rﬂ

Experts in the Garden Since 1855 from us. If you're not 100% happy then neither

Maximum call charge for BT customers is 7p per minute. Calls from other networks may vary. p
are we, so let us know and we’ll replace your

Please send to: Thompson & Morgan, Dept TSOPI228, Poplar Lane, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP8 3BU. product or give you your money back.
e e 2 e B B e e s e e e e 22
I'enclose a cheque/postal order made payable to ‘Thompson & Morgan’ for £ ORDER CODE Product Code ltem Description Price  Qty Total

TS0P12

R TJ78506 Includes 2 x 7cm potted Lavatera plants, 2 x large patio pots and 100g Incredibloom® | £29.96
Address TJ57555A Lavatera ‘Barnsley Baby’, 1x7cm potted plant £11.99
TJ62010A | Lavatera ‘Barnsley Baby’, 2x7cm potted plants WORTH £23.98 £12.00
TJ56850P Patio Pot (39cm) and saucer £9.99
TJ56956P | Patio Pot (39cm) and saucer, 3 pack - SAVE* £9.98 £19.99
Postcode Telephone :I'::: ZSZZ TU47552 | Incredibloom® Fertiliser, 750g pack £12.99
Email I and Bulb Please debit my: (JVisa (I Mastercard [J Maestro P&P |  £4.95
P " " Catalogue Grand
This will help you track your order online and receive regular order updates Out Now! ’ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ Total

Occasionally we make our mailing list available to other reputable organisations. If you prefer not to be included in mailings from other carefully Please send me
selected companies please tick (], By providing your email address we will be able to contact you quickly in the event of a query with your order. You my fr 0O
will also receive our regular email newsletter with ll our latest special offers. If you do not want to receive our email offers please tick (] We DO NOT U
pass email addresses or telephone numbers to any third parties. Offer subject to availability. We reserve the right to substitute varieties if necessary (tick box)

*Please note that savings are based on the equivalent of multiples of the cheapest pack size. © 2017 Thompson & Morgan. or request online.

CSv EED Please turn your card over and write the last 3 numbers from the signature strip.

Cardholder's name Expiry Date /
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FLOWERS MARCH

Deadhead your
early bulbs

ALL SPRING BULBS are best
deadheaded as soon as the flowers
fade. This prevents them setting
seed, which would divert valuable
energy away from feeding the bulb
—the source of next year's flowers.
Simply pinch out or snip off the
flower, along with the slight swelling
behind it, from the top of the stalk.
Don't remove the green stalk or any
foliage, as these allow the plant to
make its own sugars, which feed
and swell the bulb further. Leave
the foliage in place for at least eight
weeks after flowering, or until it
turns yellow and dies down naturally.

Remove faded flowers, along
with the swelling behind them

VISIT gardenersworld.

com/what-to-do-now
for lots more seasonal
flower-growing advice

@lr 7 SEAL e ? PR

Remove any old, dead stems, so the new shoots can grow unhindered

Finish cutting back
hardy perennials

REMOVE ANY remaining dead stems
from clumps of herbaceous

perennials before the spring growth
really gets under way. Snip them off
at ground level or pull them out, and

stack them loosely upright beside
the compost heap for a month or so.
This will allow any insects, eggs and
pupae to emerge and vacate the
twigs before you compost them.

e o

March 2017

Place mulch between perennials, leaving space around the stem bases

N vl -

Apply mulch
to your beds

COVER GROUND with a thick
layer of organic mulch to deter
weed germination among your
border plants and hold moisture in
the soil. Aim to do it before thenew
spring growth really gets going, so
accessiseasier and you cause as
little damage as possible. Take
particular care when working near
prickly shrubs such asroses.

With little room to manoeuvre
inapackedborder, itsbest to
decant the mulch into a small tub
or bucket, then place handfuls
between your plants. Don't cover
developing buds and foliage, and
keep the mulch away from the
stems of roses, to prevent rotting.

STEPBY STEP
Make new hosta
plants for free

YOU CAN NEVER have too many
hostas —they're great in shady pots
and borders. Luckily they're easy
to propagate by division now, just as
they're starting into growth. You
can make several new plants from
one large clump by dividing it into
smaller sections. Pot these up and
grow on in a sheltered spot or cold
frame, then plant out later this year.

Digupthe clump, thencutitinto
smaller sections, each with one or
more pointed buds and plenty of
roots. Trimtherootstofitinapot.

Potupeachdivisioninanequal
partsmix (by volume) of multi-
purpose compostand fine grit.
Fillany gapsaround the sides.

Firmthe compostaround the
roots,and top upif necessary.
Water well, thenstand thepotsin
asheltered position to grow on.

gardenersworld.com
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FLOWERS MARCH

~ Liftand divide
snowdrops

SNOWDROPS are one of the
few flowers we seein winter and
if you divide your clumps you can
spread their loveliness around
your garden. Now isthe time to
dothis, when they're still growing
buttheflowersarefading.

Choosealarge, well-established
clump,thendigitup carefully. The
bulbs will be quite deep, so take
carenot todecapitate them. Soak

WU WE the clumpinabucket of water

Open up the centre of the bush, then gently teaseitapart. Replant

removing any congested stems small clusters of bulbs about10cm R ‘\\L -
apart,atthe same depth asbefore.. Pull apart large clumps of snowdrops into several pieces, then replant
Prune bushroses
for better blooms = STEP BY STEP How to take basal cuttings
BY CUTTING BACK bush roses now IN EARLY SPRING you can take this is how the majority of these Once rooted, the cuttings can be
(both cluster-flowered and single-  :  basal cuttings from a wide range plants spread naturally. Gardeners potted up individually. Place them
bloomed hybrids), you'll concentrate of herbaceous perennials. The can take advantage of this to in a bright, sheltered spot and keep
their energy into fewer shoots that vigorous new shoots that sprout produce new plants that will them well watered through summer.
will carry good quality flowers this from the crown have the ability quickly bulk up to produce their They will be large enough to plant
summer. First remove thin, weedy to produce roots at the base, and first flowers next year. into your borders by autumn.

growth and any dead or damaged
stems. Next prune out any stems
growing into the centre of the bush.
Finally, cut all remaining stems down
to about three buds from their base.
Cut just above an outward-facing
bud, at the same angle as the bud.

|:| Plantroses and other
flowering shrubs
I:‘ Tidy displays of alpine Choosehealthy, vigorous, medium-sized shoots to Put the collected material straight into a polythene
plantsasthey head useas cuttings,avoidingboth the thickest and the bagto help prevent wilting Bring the bag indoors,
towards peak : thinnest. Use a sharp knife to cut cleanly through the out of the sun,and aim to get the cuttings prepared
floweringtime i stem,asclosetothebase of the plant as possible. andinserted into the compost within 20 minutes.
[ Weed,and feed with Y Al . S N \'_‘.'_if‘"
blood fishand bone, ’ - B ' . i
herbaceousborders :
before you muich
|:| Finish pruning
climbingroses
[:| Sow hardy annuals
inacool greenhouse
or outdoors
|:| Plant out hardy
perennlgls, gladiolus Cutthestemjustunderthelowestbudorleafjoint,and Insertseveral cuttingsinasmall pot of compost.
corms, lily bulbsand ¢ trimthetoptomakethe cutting5-8cmlong.Remove  Water them thoroughly and cover with aninflated,
rockplants anyleaves from thelower half of thestemandreduce  clear polythenebagto maintain a humid atmosphere.
theleafareaby cutting theremainingleaves inhalf. Place the pot onabright windowsill.
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CREATE A GARDEN OASIS
WITH OUR RAISED PLANTERS

o

W, A2

Bed Planter g o S .

Ty Y ae  ONLY
£36.95 e £36.95

+ FREE A k  + FREE
DELIVERY e DELIVERY 4

| colours Specification

Available in 3 stunning colours Powder coated steel

o
— ¢ Bed Planter: H 30 x W 120 x D 80cm
= 4 - Box Planter: H 40 x W 50 x D 50cm
: , e Tall Planter: H 80 x W 100 x D 24cm
s e ——————
— See website for full specification

Tel: 01543 889900
Email: sales@gardenoasis.co.uk

— - c&s("s Web: www.gardenoasis.co.uk

é
YOU’LL DIG OUR

LOW TRADE PRICES

N - FROM ONLY
= *
Plain Ring  * Size 140mm £99.50

 Superior rust resistance ERCH
Gate Latch - ., Ideal for interior Order Code: WHEN YOU

Galvanised and exterior use 913539086
ORDER BY 8PM. GET IT NEXT DAY! -riccs oxun

CALL 0808 168 28 28 OR GO ONLINE
TO GET YOUR FREE CATALOGUE '

] an
( 0808 168 28 28 g IronmongeryDirect.com

UK DESIGN &

HORTICULTURAL  "Wd&%s"

MADE TO MEASURE & BESPOKE
DESIGN SERVICES AVAILABLE

FRUIT CAGES « RAISED BEDS & PLANTERS
ARCHES « PERGOLAS + OBELISKS & SUPPORTS
GREENHOUSES & EQUIPMENT « WATERING
NETTING & PROTECTION « COMPOSTING

10% OFF Scon:

CALL 0333 400 1500 (local rate)
VISIT www.harrodhorticultural.com




FRUIT AND VEG MARCH

|:| Sowbroadbeans,
Brussels sprouts,
leeks, lettuces, onions,
parsley, parsnips,
peas,radishes,
rocket, spinachand
turnips outdoors

|:| Protectnew sowings
with clochesifit’s cold

|:| Sowbeetroot,
celeriac, cucumbers,
parsley and basil
under glass

|:| Plantasparagus,
onionsetsand
rhubarb crowns

[ | Divide clump-
formingherbs

|:| Pollinate peaches
by handifit’s cool

Cut the heads of radicchio just
before you want to use them

Harvest
chicory heads

Theslightly bitter salad leaves
ofred chicory orradicchioareat
theirreddestin early springand
survive the winter with little
protection. If you cut the entire
head away from theroot, leaving
ashortstub,another head will
develop. It willtend toboltin
longer springdays, so SOW more
soon for the next supply of heads.

106 gardenersworld.com

STEPBYSTEP Prepare beds for sowing

BEDS THAT HAVE been properly
prepared for sowing contain
plenty of warm air, some moisture,
extra nutrients and have good
drainage. Be sure to remove all
weed seedlings as you work.

As the season warms up, the soil
microbes start their work and help
the plants access nutrients. Adding
organic matter improves this
process by feeding the microbes
as well as improving soil structure.

Manure is richer than garden
compost, but use whatever you
have and add fertiliser to balance
it. Add more organic matter to
the surface through the season
if you prefer not to dig.

Raised beds canbefilled with soil rather than bought
compost,and mixed well with organic matter and grit.
Organic matter improves soil structure andreleases
nutrients slowly, while gritimproves drainage.

Afinetilthisneeded to get even growing conditions, so
rakeinto the very top surface of soil tobreak down
larger lumps and makeitlevel. If raking disturbs more
lumps, tread them in or discard before the finalrake.

Warmair pocketsin thesoilareimportant, butsois
root stability. Shuffle across the soil with your feet to
firm the soil surface. This gives theideal pressureand
only firmsthe top layers, whererooting takes place.

Usetheback of theraketodoafinal surface
preparation before drilling lines or broadcast sowing
your spring seeds.If you can'treach thebed when
sowing, stand onboards to avoid making footprints.

Remove forcing pots to reveal pale rhubarb shoots grown in the dark

forced rhubarb

THE BLANCHED, sweet, first new
shoots from rhubarb grown under
forcing pots are the best and
should be harvested with great
ceremony. Shoots will be thin, pale
and may reach the top of the pot.

Avoid snapping the stems by
holding them low down and gently
pulling to the side. Pulling them
cleanly from the base gives the
next shoots space to develop and
avoids rot. Leave the forcing pot off
to allow the crown to shoot in the
light, but avoid harvesting again
from this plant this year.
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Make sure roots are moist before
planting strawberry runners

Plantout
strawberries

YOU WILL GET asmall crop
thissummer and a bumper
harvest next year by planting
strawberry runners this spring.
Placethem 30cmapartin
weed-free, free-draining soil.
Keep the crown (at the centre
of the plant) on the surface or
it willrot. Remove flowers this
year for abigger crop next year.

solution

WEED SEEDLINGS
Inwarm, damp weather,
weed seeds alreadyin
the soil will quickly
germinate. Usea hoeto
slice through the stems
of annual weedsindry
weather tokill them
before they get a chance
toflower and set seed.

e
The seeds of most »
edible crops won't

“germinate below 7'C ©
¥ 4

& e S

Check the soil's
temperature

PLANTS HAVE different ideal
germination and growing
temperatures, and if you press
the back of your hand against the
soil surface you'll get a good feel
for whether the soil is warm

or not. For sowing vegetables,
it's more accurate to use a

metal-tipped soil thermometer.
Beets and cabbages can be sown
at 7°C or above, while carrots do
better at 10°C and sweetcorn at
12°C. Whatever method you use,
take the temperature at sowing
or planting depth and at a range
of times through the day.

Pot up plugs
of hardy herbs

HERBS SUPPLIED as small plugs
are cheaptobuy and easy to grow
on.Rosemary will grow quickly
intobushy plantsthat canbe
planted in the garden or used as
hedging. Water the plugsand trim
thenewest foliage with a pair of
scissors or penknife toencourage
strong, compact growth. Potthe
plugsinto small pots using multi-
purpose compost and grit, then
grow onoutside.

March 2017

Make sure
the blades are
sharp and clean

STEPBYSTEP
Plant early
potatoes now

START YOUR early spuds this
month. (The same method is used
for the later varieties, but they need
10-15cm more space.) Plant into
well-prepared, weed-free soil.

Early potatoesneed 30cm
between the plants, so planby
counting how many you have
beforedigging the trenches
15cm deep and 60cm apart.

Eyes sprout and form the stems
thatbear the new potato crop.
Make sure you have themthe
right way up — the new shoots
(therose) should be upwards.

Space the seed potatoes along
the trench, thenrake the soil
over them. Tamp gently until
the surfaceisjustbelow the
level of the surrounding soil.

gardenersworld.com

107



£ 108

WORDS: EMMA CRAWFORTH. PHOTOS: MARSHA ARNOLD; SARAH CUTTLE; PAUL DEBOIS; GETTY/5PH, STUART BLYTHE; JASON INGRAM

STEPBYSTEP
Sow tomatoes

ALWAYS sow tomatoes indoors,
whether you'll be growing them
inside or out, as they need heat
to germinate. Use clean pots and
fresh compost, and place in the
brightest possible spot. Keep the
compost just moist and watch for
the seedlings to appear. For more
tips on growing this variety, read
the back of your seed packet
(attached to this magazine).

Overfillasmall pot with multi-
purpose compost,thenpassa
caneacrossthetoptomakeit
level. Tapthe potonasurfaceto
consolidate the compost. Repeat.

.y

Sow onetothreeseedsineach
pot,then cover withathinlayerof
compost. Water usinga can with
afinerose,soyoudon’tdisturb
theseedsand compost.

To encourage germination, place
the potsinaheated propagator
at15°C-20°C or onawarmsunny
windowsill. Label the pots with
thevariety name and sowingdate. 5

gardenersworld.com

FREESEEDS MARCH

Grow your FR

YOU CAN START
sowing both your
lettuce and tomato
seeds now. They're
versatile crops, happy
in the ground or large
pots - the tomatoes
need a sunny spot,
while lettuces are fine
in shade. The lettuce
seeds can be sown in
batches throughout

the spring and summer

for continuous crops.
Both need fertile soil
or compost and
frequent watering, but
watch out for hungry
pests! We will keep
you supplied with
growing tips over

the next few months.

W

30 mins
to spare?

YOUR ‘Red Cherry’ vine
tomatoes need to be
supported, so gather
canes or stakes and
string now, ready to
erect the supports. You
need a stake for each
plant and supporting
ones to keep that one
upright. Plan how many
stakes you’ll need before
starting construction.

Sovyyour earting
lettuce ‘Frisée de |

L
Beauregard’ now for,
a summer of salads

TELL US how yours are doing by writing to Gardeners’
World Magazine, Vineyard House, 44 Brook Green,
London Wé 7BT or email letters@gardenersworld.com
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Our free ‘Red Cherry’
tomato seeds will
provide several trusses
of small sweet fruits

March 2017

QUICK solution

KEEP PLANTS COSY Spring temperatures can
vary alot and while these lettuces tolerate cool
temperatures they need protection from cold nights.
They’ll grow faster if kept warm, too. Rather than
buildinga cloche, you can cover them with a sheet
of fleece, held down at the sides. As thelettuces grow,
they’ll push the fleece up. Don't forget to check
underneath for slugs and to keep the soil moist.

OThis type of tomatois called

vine, cordon or indeterminate.

CJEnsure you get the best crop
by removing any sideshoots
competing with the plant’s
one, large main stem.

[Tiethesinglestemtoacane
asit grows. This will support
the plantanditsheavy fruit,
as wellasmakingiteasy to
maintain the plant.

COJRemove shoots that sprout
inthe axilbetween the main
stem and leaves (see below).

[OKeep plants well watered
when they're growing
vigorously, and water

Vine tomatoes like “‘Red
Cherry’ grow a tall main
stem, and the sideshoots [
need to be removed

Top tips for vine tomatoes

consistently to help the
development of the fruits.

[ After planting, feed the
plants once a week with liquid
tomato fertiliser, following the
instructions carefully.

O Trimaway the lower leaves as
the first tomato trussesripen.
Thiswill allow more air and
light to get to the fruit.

[Give the plants plenty of
warmth andlight, butin high
summer protect the plants
from direct sun with shading.

O Grow French marigolds
alongside greenhouse
tomatoes to deter whitefly.

. STEPBY STEP

Sow lettuces

YOU CAN sow lettuce seeds
indoors or outdoors as they will
germinate in cool temperatures.

If you sow in rows, you can give
the crop optimum spacing and it
will be easy to spot weeds. Either
place the seeds or scatter them
along the row. After they have
germinated, thin out the seedlings
in stages until the plants are 30cm
apart. You can eat the thinnings.

-;'.'-"\ 3 . N == ==

Prepare the ground by removing
all weeds, adding well-rotted
garden compost or manure
andraking thesurfacelevel.

Mark out arow with string,

then sow seedsalongitinadrill,
1.5cm deep. Trickle water along
therow and cover with soil.

Label your Frisée de Beauregard’
lettucesand mark therow. You'll
beglad of thereminder when

© you'vesownafew crops.
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STEPBYSTEP
SOW COSmOos

LONG flowering and reliable,
cosmos make a great addition
to the garden and cutting border.
They grow well in low summer
temperatures, so flowering will
continue long into the autumn.
Dwarf forms are good fillers
while the strong, tall-stemmed
varieties need little support and
supply cut flowers throughout the
season. Grow in free-draining
soil in a sunny position.

Firm multi-purpose compost into
the cellsofamodular tray. The
compost needs tobe moist,so
soakthefilled tray inanother
tray of warm water for 30 mins.

Cosmos germinates easily, so just
place one seed on the surface

of each cell, then cover witha
2mm layer of sieved compost

or vermiculite.

The seeds will germinate fastin
temperaturesabove 20°C, so
placeinawarm position, either
onaheatedbaseorinasunny
positionin the greenhouse.

gardenersworld.com

NEWLY GERMINATED SEEDLINGS
need plenty of light, so move them
into a bright spot, but protect them
from midday sun. Check them daily
for watering and only water as the
compost begins to dry out.

All seedlings need space to
develop into strong plants, so prick
them out as soon as they are
touching each other or if the roots
can be seen at the base of the
container. Space pots out if you

Ke:b seedlings
inawell-litspot
to encourage
growth

can. Avoid mixing different plants
together — keeping them in their
groups helps you spot problems
such as paling foliage, which
means they need feeding, or leaf
rot, which you should pinch out.

Plug plants are readily available at this time of year and very
cost effective. You’ll have to do the work of growing them on,
but they will establish quickly. Take them out of the pack as
soon as you can and plant them into 9cm pots of compost.

EARLY APHIDS

Even cool greenhouses
may be warm enough
for aphids to breed now,
so inspect plants all over
frequently. Spray off any
aphids you spot with
soapy water before they
become an infestation.

March 2017
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Nestle the tubers into the
compost before covering them

Start begonias
into growth

BEGONIA TUBERS need warmth
toencourage theminto growth
beforebedding out or plantingin
containers for the summer. Look
for the old stem scar,normally in
ahollow,and keep that face up.
Loosely fill atray with compost
and pressthetubersintoit—the
topshouldbejust under the
surface asroots willemerge from
high up onthetuber. Water well
and placein aheated propagator.

VISIT gardenersworld.

com/greenhouse for
greenhouse and indoor
projects you can do in March

How to use a heated propagator

A HEATED PROPAGATOR speeds
up germination and almost
guarantees the rooting of many
cuttings. A ventilated cover is
useful, as good airflow reduces
the risk of fungal diseases that
can rot young seedlings. The
cover reduces light getting to the

plants, which is fine for cuttings,

but seedlings must be moved

into the light as soon as possible.
Check the propagator daily;

water plants sparingly, air

for half an hour if necessary

and clean before filling with

a batch of new plants.

Heated propagators encourage growth, but plants need checking daily

D Order biological
controlnematodes
tokillgreenhouse
vine weevillarvae

I:] Plant early potatoes
in containers for an
extra-early harvest

D Leaveheaterson
during thenight
and on cold days

D Openventsaround
midday on warm
days,but closethem
by mid-afternoon

I:] Sow seeds of chillies,
sweet peppersand
tomatoes (see p106)

D Start off gloxinias,
arum lilies, cannas
and achimenes

|:\ Harden off veg sown
in winter by placing
the potsin cold frames
and cloches outside

VISIT gardenersworld.
com/seeds-bulbs to
find out how to start off
new plants under cover

STEPBYSTEP How to sow sweet peas

SWEET PEAS sown now will give a
mid-season crop of fragrant flowers
growing up supports. Once sown,
the seeds will germinate in a cold
greenhouse, but you can speed up
the process by warming the base.

Fill pots with a multi-purpose
compost thathasbeen keptin
awarm place for aday or two.
Pressoneseed lcmdeepinto
the compostinthe centreofa
small pot or several around
theedge of alarger one.

Soak thepotsinatray of tepid
water for a couple of hours.
The seeds must absorb this
moisture before germination
cantakeplace.

March 2017
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BACKTOBASICS V[ ARCH
W aie-s . Make anew
= lawn edge

Many seasoned gardeners will tell you that a
neat, sharp edge to the lawn will make the whole
— X TV A garden look good. Left to its own devices, grass
= from a lawn will always try to invade borders
and regular trimming with edging shears during
the growing season will help keep it in check
- spring is a good time to sharpen up the edge.
Cutting down through the grass and soil
N ¥ S underneath, using an edging iron or spade,
: : will redefine the edge of the lawn and border.
It's also a good way to reshape a border or to cut
out a new one in an existing area of lawn. Once
cut, a metal or plastic edging strip can be installed
__ to stop it collapsing into the border, or you can
(g simply keep it clipped with a pair shears.
3 It's also worth creating a shallow gulley in the
&4 5 N border alongside this cut edge. This will look
: neat, limit the spread of grass into the border
5 and help to stop soil washing onto the lawn.

&

STEPBYSTEP How to make a new lawn edge

i) A ! 1
k4 : 4 3 :
; ) 5 ¥ : D !
b ! e - n3 R
' .

o9
a
J

VISIT gardenersworld.com/12-mowing-tips for more tips
and advice on how to keep your lawn looking good all year
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Mark thelawn edge with astring
line or biodegradable paint spray
and cutalong thisline witha
half-moonlawn edgingiron or
spade. Cut straight down through
the grassleavesandroots.

gardenersworld.com

Usethetoolto cut theunwanted
turfinto 30 x30cm pieces. Next, use
the spadeto cuthorizontally about
5cmdeepunder the grassto
remove each turf. Liftitaway onthe
spade orroll the turf for removal.

Work slowly and methodically to
ensure youdon’tremove toomuch
heavy soil as youlift each turf. Bend
your knees whenlifting to avoid
injury,asthespadewillactasa
lever, putting strain on your back.

Stackremoved turf tomake
topsoil. Place afew pieces, grass
side down, and continueto stack
layersofinverted turf. As the turf
rotsdownitformsloam - great
foraddingtoraised beds.

March 2017
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ADD A TOUCH OF CLASS
TO YOUR GARDEN WITH

NFE) imetal (-1

0 A unique range of tools, materials &
accessories for you to make beautiful &
practical ideas for your home and garden

THE PERFECT HOBBY OR SIDELINE TO MAKE ENDLESS IDEAS LIKE:
e Garden Furniture & Lighting ¢ Firebaskets & Log Holders
¢ Plant Supports ¢ Tool Racks & Shelving

¢ Hanging Baskets & Brackets ® Boot Racks & Scrapers
» Door & Window Grilles « and many more gift ideas This spring, get a lower mower price from Kubota on our powerful, economical
for Home & Garden and versatile ride-on mowers. Claim £300 cashback on a new GR2120(S) or £200

Call today for your free catalogue and if you quote MGW17 cashback on a new T1880/GR1600(ID). *Offer open from 1st February until 30th June 2017.
we will send you our new demostration DVD free of charge *Terms and conditions apply.

J & C R Wood, Dept MGW17, 66 Clough Road, HULL HU5 1SR
Tel: 01482 345067 Email: info@iand d K To find your local dealer or book
Sk Lo SLidozyfibisn il LK a test drive, call 01844 873190. For Earth, For Life

www.metal-craft.co.uk BEEETERTEE Kubota

\ o - Y QWY ] g | .. Vavay E'ITE:A%:"'_
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CHAIIPESY N\ ¢ W0 AL

GEORGIAN WINDOW BOXES CITYSCAPE WINDOW BOXES

REGENCY WINDOW BOXES VICTORIAN WINDOW BOXES

CAST ALUMINIUM WINDOW BOXES ¢ STEEL WINDOW BOXES « GALVANISED STEEL AND FIBREGLASS WINDOW BOXES

- Tel: 07729 634239
W:l.nd.Ow sales@mywindowbox.com

...bringing the garden to your window www.mywindowbox.com
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pELOSPERMA «f  havyloit g

rare | unusual | excitin
Jewel of the Des =

A FANTASTIC BREEDING =

Carpet-like mats of succulent foliage with masses of neon coloured daisy flowers. Bred in Japan, where garden space is limited so
flower power is very important, these incredible plants produce flowers continuously from spring until the first frosts. Commonly
known as the ice plant, they can withstand the toughest environments and still shine like a jewel. Beautiful when planted
alongside paths or grown in crevices. Loved by butterflies. Unfussy on soil conditions in sun or part shade. Height 10-15cm
(4-6"). Spread 25cm (10"). Fully hardy perennials. Supplied as well-rooted young plants in April - the perfect time for planting.
Your collection comprises: Garnet, Rose Quartz, Peridot, Moonstone and Topaz. All plants are labelled individually.

» ONLINE hayloft.co.uk/gw « PHONE 0844 335 1088 (7am to 1lpm, 7 days)
TO ORDER SIMPLY QUOTE GWO0317 » POST Hayloft Plants, FREEPOST RTGR-JAGJ-JETG, Pensham, Pershore, WR10 3HB

Namwe 0000000000000 PLEASE SEND ME ITEM CODE PRICE

5 DELOSPERMA

Address 0000000000000 (1 of each) YPDELO5-GWO0317 £15
10 DELOSPERMA

ostcode (2 of each) YPDELIO-GWO317 | £19

PaP(UKONLY | |
Email* Tel ( ) -

| enclose Cheque/PO made payable to Hayloft Plants Ltd or please debit my Mastercard [] Visa [] Maestro [] ~ TOTAL DUE

address we will be able to send : ; All orders will be personally

Please enter the
Card expiry date Djjj Issue no Dj Start date Djjj last 3 digits of your  all of our special offers. Please confirmed by return with a
security code (CSV). tick h if yo efer not to
e O copy of your 2017 catalogue.
our company J

FREE catalogue.

HAYLOFT PLANTS, MANOR FARM NURSERY, PENSHAM, PERSHORE, WORCESTERSHIRE WR10 3HB
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Start'dahlias now
for plenty of
late-summer blooms

Dahlia cuttings

IT'S HARD to work up any enthusiasm for those
dry tubers that are offered for sale in little plastic
bags behind glossy cardboard flaps that show
illustrations of dahlia flowers, but they really are
a brilliant buy if you use them as source material
for cuttings. Not only do such cuttings root easily,
but they also mean that each tuber is capable of
producing several plants that will grow lustily
and flower in the first summer after rooting.
Start the tubers off in trays or pots of damp
potting compost. Bury them so that just the
dry stem at the top is visible. If you don't have a
greenhouse, then a porch or a bright windowsill
will do just as well at starting them into growth.
Good light and a temperature of 16-18°C (60-
65°F) will do; if you can manage 21°C (7O°F)
then growth will be faster still. Make sure the
compost does not dry out.

Alan’s top five dahlias

[ ‘David Howard’ Decorative variety in a tasteful orange shade

[ “Bishop of Llandaff’ Bright red flowers over bronzed foliage

[ ‘Susan Carey’ A semi-cactus variety with yellow blooms
[J‘Moor Place’ Wine red pompon with exquisitely shaped flowers
[ ‘White Alva’s’ Pure white variety for those who shun yellows

Trimtheareaof cutsothatthe
small piece of tuber remains, but
any wispy or torn sectionsare cut
away. This willminimise the
likelihood of rotting during rooting.

Removeshootsabout 8cmlong,
each with asmall piece of the
parent tuber attached, which will
encourage fasterrooting.It'snot
vitalbutitreally does help.

March 2017

Place cuttings in a mixture of
equal parts multi-purpose
compost and sharp sand. Position
thepotsingoodlightatthe
temperatures suggested above.

Pinch out the growingtips to
encourage abushy habit,and
make surelightis good toavoid
thembecomingdrawnandleggy.
Pot on when established.

gardenersworld.com
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ADAM’SESSENTIALS MARCH

Garden for wildlife

WILDLIFE ADDS a whole different dimension to

a garden. One of the most wonderful things that
happened to me last year was finding that we had
resident swallows in our new home. | spent hours
watching them. Best of all, encouraging wildlife
into your garden really is simple. All that most
creatures require is somewhere safe to shelter
and breed, plus a place to forage and feed.

Dont think that now the winter is over, everything
will be fine for our wildlife - creatures that have
survived the cold weather could now be coming
out of hibernation, mating and rearing their young,
so it’s really important to continue helping them.
Providing shelter for wildlife is easily done; why not
add a box for birds or bats to your plot? Make sure
you choose a box that suits the ones in your area.
You may assume you've missed the nesting period,
but they'll still be used for shelter if the weather
turns bad; you may well find you have a visitor.

Catchup with AdamFroston TV

Gardeners’ World returns
Adam, Monty, Carol and the team will BIBIC

return with plenty of useful advice when T WO
the new series starts on 10 March, 8.30pm

MAKE COMPOST The process FEED THEBIRDS Many people GROWAMEADOW Leave an area MULCHYOURSOIL If you dig and

of decomposition generates heat, think that come the spring, all is fine, of long grass or wildflowers, creating  feed the garden too much, it can
which makes for a great habitat but it really does help to keep feeding  a diverse environment that offers actually end up with less wildlife.
and attracts all kinds of creatures. the birds, who will still be grateful pollen, seeds and shelter. You could However, it's good to keep adding
I've seen slow worms, toads, even for any extra nutrition, as most are just mow between July and late organic matter and let worms, bugs
a grass snake in a compost heap! busy raising their young. autumn to make a spring meadow. and beetles keep the soil healthy.
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esigned in the UK

GUARANTEED

PATI

pEmF.NE

Pest@ff @
Bird Feeder

ALSO PEST PROOF

o INDIVIDUALLY spring loaded feeding

ports only let the songbirds feed, not
pests as these are too heavy and will
close the feeding port.
o AUTOMATICALLY pest proof straight out
of the box - No setting or spring

calibration to adjust - So simple to use.

e VERY LARGE 1.5lts Capacity and
so easy to fill, simply open the lid.

e WEATHER PROOF - No more seed
clogging. Woodpecker friendly
and also baby squirrel proof! Anti rust

e THREE VERSIONS of PestOff bird st
feeders available to suit all different  squirrels from

seed types. gnawing into

the feeder.
e EASY TO CLEAN - simply 'clicks' apart,
no bolts to remove and replace.

The seed tube
lid also acts as
a large baffle to
prevent aerial
attacks from
squirrels.

Tube holds
1.5 litres of
birdseed

Bird seed
not included.

PORT_OPEN PORT C OSED Secondary baffle feature protects birds
s and seed from elements and also

prevents squirrels sliding down the feed

tube to access the food ports BUY£-:|;‘£I89F0R

| Post to: Homgar, FREEPOST LON 12290, Borehamwood, WD6 1BR. |

I Please send me the following: Please allow 7 days for delivery
1| Item Price Qty Total
I | 1 x Roamwild™ Pest Off Bird Feeder £24.99
I | 2 x Roamwild™ Pest Off Bird Feeders £39.99
Please order from our website at WWW.HOMGAR.COM or return the coupon using our I Please add £4.99 postage to complete order £4.99
free post service to: Homgar, FREEPOST LON 12290, Borehamwood, WD6 1BR. i
j | TICKTYPEREQUIRED [ |A []B []C Grand Total £

I 1 enclose cheque (payable to Homgar)

rOOm W\ - . . ) 1 for £ or charge my Mastercard/Visa/Maestro/Switch Card account
Delivering only unique & innovative products directly to your door | Card No

Order Online & VieW Other gl‘eat prOdUCtS at : Security Code (last3digits) ___/___/___ Expiry Date ___/___Issue No (Switch/Maestro)

www.homgar.com ;.-
- - | Address

CREDIT CARD ORDERLINE: 0844 7010055 - Quote Ref GW/03/17 |
Calls cost 5p per minute, plus your phone company’s access charge 1 Post Code Email Address
HOMGAR GUARANTEE If you are not completely satisfied with your purchase return within 7 days

for a full refund of purchase price. Goods despatched within 4 days receipt of order. 1 Tel No GW/03/17
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Tackle overcrowded borders

FAST-GROWING herbaceous plants,
such as asters, Shasta daisies and
achilleas, can quickly fill a border.
While in larger gardens this can be
a positive benefit, in smaller
gardens they can soon outgrow

their welcome, taking up valuable
space that could be used to grow
a wider range of plants.

The simple remedy is to lift and
divide clumps of vigorous plants
now, replanting a small portion and

sharing the rest with friends or
replanting elsewhere in the garden.

To free up additional space in your
borders, you can also trim back any
shrubs that are overgrown or have
low overhanging branches.

Propagate
your daphne

WITH THEIR highly fragrant
flowers,daphnesare delightful
shrubs. Andif you have one, you
cantrymakingmoreusinga
simple technique called layering.

Firstselectalow,laxbranch
thatcanbebent down to the soil
surface.Make a shallow, steeply
angled cut withasharpknife on
theunderside of thebranch
whereittouchesthe soil. Bury the
stem shallowly at this pointand
holditinplace witha U-shaped
pinof wire. After 1I2months, the
stem willbe wellrooted and can
be cutfromthe parent plant.

& A

Pin a low branch into the ground
and it should root within a year

|:] Checkandreplace
string and rubber ties
on climbers and vines

|:| Geton top of weeding
now, when the weeds
areraringto goand
establish quickly

|:] Startachimenes,
oxalis and gloxinias
into growth for an
indoor display

|:| Mix and aerate seed
and potting compost
toopenit up prior
touse

gardenersworld.com

ViE WFROM BEECHGROVE
Get beds set for growing

eechgrove

"b@r Beechgrove

¥ Garden
BEECHGROVE GARDEN
Back on air on Thursdays at
7.30pm, BBC2 Scotland, from

30 March, and
Sundays, BBC2,
from 2 April.

DoE
TWO

PART of our spring routine, when the
soil is full of moisture and warming
up, is to treat some of the established
borders to a weed, feed and mulch,
in that order. Weed competition

is removed, nutrients are made
available at an optimum time,

and the mulch retains moisture,
improves structure and suppresses
the next generation of weeds.

A balanced granular fertiliser
with similar proportions of nitrogen,
phosphorus and potassium, is
lightly forked in around the base
of the plants as a top dressing
every few years. Plant condition
and soil tests can help to reveal
which, if any, single nutrient may be
required. Always ensure the soil is
moist before feeding and mulching.

Before mulching, ensure beds
are weed-free and damp

March 2017

BEECHGROVE WORDS: MAIRI RATTRAY. WORDS: EMMA CRAWFORTH; DAVID HURRION.
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STEPBY STEP
Neaten up sacred
bamboo

Sacred bamboo (Nandina
domestica) is a great choice for a
small garden, offering attractive
foliage, flowers and berries. It's slow
growing and rarely needs pruning.
However, it does benefit from a little
maintenance at this time of year.
Removing some of the oldest stems
and any dead material will ensure
you can fully appreciate this shrub’s
elegant architectural shape.

Use secateurs toremove about
athird of the oldest upright stems,
cutting thembacktoalow joint
orrightdown the ground.

Pruneoutthe old flower stalks
and any remains of old berries,
cuttingback tothetop of the
stem, or justabovealeaf.

Check therest of the plant, cutting
outany dead or weak shoots
backtowherethey meetastrong
stemswithleavesattached.
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Lift off nétting
“and store iffc')“r 7

'use nextatl
_—

Remove netting
from ponds

NOW THAT last autumn'’s leaves
have been collected or have rotted
down into the soil, there’s no risk
they’ll be blown into the pond. Any
netting in place since last autumn
can now be removed. It's important
to do this before marginal plants
start to grow up through it, to avoid
damaging the delicate new shoots.
Pick off any debris from the
netting, then lay it out flat so you
can fold or roll it up neatly. Store it
indoors for use again in autumn.

Fruit trees, vines and climbing ornamentals add another
dimension to the garden when trained on boundaries. Now’s
the time to prepare the ground and plant them, so they can
benefit from spring rain and get established before summer.

Top up gravel around alpines

NEW GROWTH and flower buds are
starting to develop on rock garden
plants and alpines, so to stop
raindrops splattering them with soil,
add a fresh layer of gravel, stone
chippings or grit. These types of
mulch allow rain to wash down
through them, without letting soil
splash back up. Rinse the mulch
before applying it, to get rid of any

powdered stone or sand that can
splash onto the leaves and flowers.

Topping up this mulch every
spring will also help to maintain
good drainage around the crowns
of these plants. Most of them are
able to cope with low temperatures,
but don't like to sit in heavy, wet
soil. A gritty mulch helps to draw
the dampness away.

Gravel mulch helps to show off alpines, as well as improving drainage

Cut out damaged wood before
disease can get a foothold

Prune out any
damage

TAKE A CLOSElook at your trees
andshrubstofind any damaged
stemsandbranches.Ifleftin
place, these can providean entry
point for disease, so prune them
out,removingthedamagedarea
completely. Make a clean cut
either justabove a healthy bud
orrightat thebase of the stem.

)% VISIT gardeners
world.com/what-
to-do-now for lots more

ideas on whatto doin
the garden this month
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AROUND THE GARDEN MARCH

STEPBY STEP
Lift and repot
pond plants

SUBMERGED in water, pond plants
are often left to their own devices,
but they will benefit from being
lifted and potted up into a larger
basket of fresh aquatic compost
every few years. You can also
take the opportunity to divide the
plants, discarding the old, weak
central portion, and repot the
most vigorous pieces from

around the edge of the clump.

Lift theaquatic pot or basket from
thepond, thenremove the plant -
youmay need to trim off some of

therootsor even cut open the pot.

Choosealarger aquaticbasket
with plenty of space for new root
growth. Usealoam-based aquatic
compostand firm it down well.

Cover thesurfacewitha2-3cm
layer of gravel tohold the compost
inplace. Thenlower thebasket
slowly backinto the pond.

120 gardenersworld.com
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CLEMATIS that flower from July
onwards (knownas Group 3)

tend to grow vigorously, quickly
formingatangle of straggly stems.
Thisshould allbe pruned out now,
almostdown to ground level, to
encourage fresh shootsfromthe
base. These will grow rapidly and
carry flowersthis summer.

rune late-summer clema

2 )
e

[

tis
You canalsolightly prune

large-flowered clematis varieties
thatbloominMay and June
(knownas Group 2),if they've
growntoolarge. However, these
flower onlast year's stems, so you
should only cutback the longest
stemsby nomorethanathird,
pruningback toa pair of buds.

v'CHECKLIST

|:| Clip long grass around
trees with shears
before mowing

[:| Plant winter aconites
‘inthegreen’inany
ground under trees
and shrubs that was
barelast winter

|:| Erectplant supports
for perennials while
they’re small enough
to grow through them

[:| Order nematodes for
slug control in sites
where you have plants
that getnibbled

J% VISIT gardeners
world.com/clematis
for more on different clematis

varieties and their care,
including when to prune

Resist the temptation to run the mower over unmown grass
with the blades set low. Two passes, the first with a strimmer

or with the mower blades set higher, will be quicker and easier.

NUTRIENT
DEFICIENCY

Shrubs that have been
in the ground for a long
time can use up all the
nutrients in their soil.
Thisshows upasa
discoloration of the
leaves. Apply a general
fertiliser and test the
soil if problems persist.

Next mohth

1 Monty takes cuttings of
scented pelargoniums

[ Alan sows vegetable seeds
straight into the soil

[ Control attacks of leaf curl
on peach trees

O PLUS find out how
to pamper houseplants

March 2017
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TRADITIONAL GLACIER EXPRESS Ry

Alpine scenery.

Days 1-3. London to Chur. Meet at our dedicated
Departure Office at St Pancras International, where
we depart by Eurostar to Brussels, connecting with
the high-speed service to Cologne for an overnight
stay. We continue to Switzerland on Day 2. We
journey across the border via Zlrich, joining the
superb Swiss railway network. Our destination is
Chur where we spend three nights at the Hotel
Freieck. Day 3 is free to explore and is the perfect
opportunity to discover the area using your
included Swiss Card for 50% fares.

Day 4. The Bernina Express. Today's excursion
takes us on the historic Bernina Express past
mighty glaciers, rushing mountain streams and
Alpine meadows. The line is over 100 years

old and has UNESCO World Heritage status.
From Chur we head south, travelling across the
Landwasser Viaduct, through the Albula Tunnel
and over the Bernina Pass to an altitude of more
the 7,000 feet. We descend towards Poschiavo in
the Italian-speaking region of Switzerland. We have
time for lunch before our return journey.

Day 5. The Glacier Express. \We leave Chur
today, travelling on the iconic Glacier Express

— the ‘world’s slowest express train’. Our entire
journey is accompanied by typically Swiss scenery
as we travel along the Rhine Valley, then over the
Oberalp Pass. The final part of our journey takes us

our adventure, we enjoy thrilling mountain railways, charming towns and dramatic

3 L=
Stunning landscapes and spectacular views take your breath away as we travel - g
through the heart of the Swiss Alps on the world-famous Glacier Express. During i
Switzerland.

by train, bus and boat.

to the small town of Brig where we take the local
railway to Kandersteg for three nights at the Hotel
Victoria.

Days 6-7. Zermatt & a day at leisure. Today

we visit the car-free resort of Zermatt. Starting

on the narrow-gauge train to Visp, we join the
mountain track for the steep ascent to Zermatt,
nestled below the peak of the Matterhorn. On
arrival you are free to spend your time as you
choose, perhaps take the funicular railway to the
summit of the Gornergrat. Day 7 is free to explore
Kandersteg and the surrounding region. We
particularly recommend travelling along the Rhéne
Valley to Montreux. From here you can enjoy a
cruise on Lake Geneva or join the GoldenPass Line
panoramic train. The journey on the Centovalli
Railway across ‘a hundred valleys' to Locarno on
the northern shores of Lake Maggiore and is also
an excellent choice for today.

Day 8. Return to London. We depart from
Kandersteg to Lake Geneva, where we join a direct
TGV service to Paris, with the opportunity to see
the beautiful scenery along the shores of Lake
Geneva and the attractive rolling French hills. After
crossing Paris by coach we connect with Eurostar
to London.

ONE OF A RANGE
OF AWARD
WINNING
HOLIDAYS TO
SWITZERLAND.
CALL FOR A FREE
BROCHURE.

The ‘world's slowest express train’ awaits, on a fantastic
journey on the Glacier Express on this wonderful tour
by rail. Traverse stunning alpine scenery, travelling
along the beautiful Rhine Valley and over the Oberalp

WHY YOU SHOULD DISCOVER SWITZERLAND BY RAIL

Pass — The highest point of the route that boasts a
spectacular view of the surrounding peaks, and travel
between your lovely destinations on the comfortable
and efficient Swiss rail network.

EVERYTHING INCLUDED

O Fully escorted by a UK Tour
Manager from start to finish

O Exclusive meeting point at our
dedicated Departure Office in
St Pancras

O Standard Class rail travel
throughout

O 7 nights’ hotel accommodation

O 12 meals, including 7 breakfasts
and 5 dinners

O Free time in Chur

O GRJ Swiss Travel Card for 50%
discounted fares on free days
for rail, boat and most mountain
railway journeys

ALL EXCURSIONS INCLUDED

O Full-day excursion on the
Bernina Express

O Journey on the iconic
Glacier Express

O Mountain railway excursion
to Zermatt

O At leisure in Poschaivo

O Explore Kandersteg

DEPARTURES
8,15APR 17 SOLDOUT 5,12,26AUG 17 £1,435

22 APR17 £1,385 2SEP17 £1,515
13,20 MAY 17 SOLD OUT 16 SEP 17 £1,465
27 MAY 17 £1,485 23SEP17 £1,435
3,24JUN17  £1,485 30SEP17 £1,385
1,8,15JUL17 £1,435 140CT17 £1,335

NO SURCHARGES -100% FINANCIALLY SECURE

WINNE,

™
TRAVEL WARDS
e N

BOOK NOW

01904 734 146

www.GreatRail.com/GY]

Book with 100% confidence, flight-inclusive holidays are ATOL protected, non flight-inclusive holidays are protected by ABTA, Dates and prices are subject to availability. Prices shown are per persan, based on

2 people sharing. Prices may change prior to and after publication, Itinerary may differ depending on the departure date you chooss. Terms and conditions apply. Please call for further details. Calls will be recorded,
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oughrarely seen, the nocturnal badge S oTe
e UK's most widely recognised anime

FACTFILE

Badger

Meles meles

DID YOU KNOW Badgers are nocturnal, and spend the
day underground in a network of tunnels and chambers,
known as a sett. They live in and around the sett in social
groups of about six, and mark their territory with shallow
pits filled with faeces, known as latrines.

DIET Badgers have a wide and varied diet, but seem
particularly fond of earthworms, often damaging lawns
in their search for them. They also love sweet things,
and are attracted to apples, sweetcorn and other fruits
and berries. However, If the opportunity presents itself,
they will eat other animals, including hedgehogs.

LIFECYCLE Mating takes place in the spring and usually
only one female in a social group breeds. Litters of up

to three blind and hairless cubs are born the following
February. They stay in the nest for around eight weeks
before venturing above ground. By late summer,

they are fully weaned and feeding independently.

HABITAT Badger setts are often established in urban
areas, including gardens and they are most likely to be
found in woodland-like habitat. Established setts will
have several entrances.

AT RISK Common and widespread in Britain, mainly in
the south-west, but rarer in the north and east, especially
Scotland; common throughout most of Ireland, but absent
from the Isle of Man and Outer Hebrides. Populations have
increased since the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981,
which reinforced the banning of badger digging (trapping
badgers in their setts for baiting or killing), but are now
thought to be stable. Mortality is high at around 20 per
cent of adults, with the majority being killed by cars.

CAUSE OF CONTROVERSY There is continuing debate

about the role of badgers and cattle infecting each other

with bovine tuberculosis (TB). While some badgers are

infected with TB, many argue against them being the

cause of TB in cattle. However, areas in the west and

south-west of the UK are subject to a Defra-controlled cull.

Many also blame badgers for the UK's struggling hedgehog

population, but the British Hedgehog Preservation Society

refutes this, stating that hedgehog numbers are falling in .
areas where badger populations are low, and in good \
habitats both species coexist if invertebrates are common. Badgers can be found

in woodland gardens

HOTO: GETTY/KYSLYNSKYY
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We'vereprinted our popular
Gardening for Wildlife special
edition. With stunning images,

this 132-page book includes
step-by-step projects and expert
advice from your favourite

BBC presenters. On sale, priced
£6.99 at bit.ly/gwwildlife
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wildlife this month

*

Make a two-tier
bumblebee nester

Bumblebees typically nest in old mouse

burrows and compost heaps, but this two-tier
design may attract them and will support two

nestsinasmall space. Bumblebee nests are
annual, so set up yours now and look out for
nest-searching queens over the coming
weeks. Activity will peak in summer and
decline before the nest dies in autumn.
Bumble bees aren't aggressive and there’s
little chance of being stung.

YOU WILLNEED

@ Spade

@ Six bricks, two of which have been broken in two
@ [nsulating material (we used wool insulation)

@ Twoslatetiles, or similar

® Old mouse/hamster bedding (optional)

126 gardenersworld.com

Build your high-rise
bumblebee home in a
secluded spot where the
nest won't be disturbed

-

1 Find a shady plot (bumblebees don't like 2 Arrange the bricks in a quadrangle,
sun on their nests) and dig a hole as deep creating a chamber in the centre,
as the height of two bricks and two slates. with a channel leading to it.

Place a tile over the bricks then arrange
your second lot of bricks in the same way,
on the tile, to create a second tier.

3 Fill the chamber with the insulating 4
material, and bedding if using, smoothing
out a little cradle that the queen can sit in.

March 2017
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Call us on

LITTLE PECKERS | 08000 933221

PREMIUM BIRD PRODUCTS

A Huge Range of SUNFLOWER
Premium wild HEARTS
Bir& FOO& 30kg

A Free Delivery B
Over £25 £29.9
A Great Value and

Friendly Service Only £0.99 Per Kilo

What a difference a day makes

Transform your conservatory in Iess than a day with our insulated roof panels

2 FREE ,_? -

PANELS y
THIS

MONTH

* Quote Ref

| -- | B, GWo217

N ﬂ
;!" vy it

o] %ﬁ

Warmer in winter. Cooler in summer. Quieter in bad weather. Usable all year. 10 year Guarantee.

¥ L

For more information call: “ve already turned the
Space U |.< 0800 65 25 157 Lgcgirlfcl)%oéSjsttlﬂgnio}\//\ét|
www.greenspaceconservatories.co.uk Anne Bird, Bristol,

ECO HOME IMPROVEMENT PRODUCTS P

Checkatrade.com
Whete reputation matters

*Enquiries made by end of Feb 17. Applies to orders over 8 panels. Smaller orders receive calculated discount. Not valid for use with any other offer.




fromthégarden

Aromatic bay leaves add flavour to all kKinds of diSfiesfrOmnt
soups to milk puddings. A handsome evergreenitiatcips
well into topiary, it suits confgﬁners as wellaSiorders

3

O

FACT FILE
Bay

DID YOU KNOW? A native of Southern Europe,
Laurus nobilis, was revered by Ancient Greeks and
Romans as a ceremonial laurel symbolising wisdom
and glory: wreaths of bay were worn by emperors,
poets and athletes, and the Latin word ‘laureate’
means ‘crowned with laurels’. On a practical level,
the aromatic leaves deter pests, and can be placed
in stored fruit and flour to keep out weevils.

NUTRITION Bay is rich in vitamin C, folic acid and
many minerals. Ingested in large amounts it can have
a narcotic effect and may be harmful in pregnancy.

HARVEST The foliage can be picked all year. Select
healthy undamaged leaves and harvest as required.

STORE Dry whole leaves slowly, out of direct
sunlight, then keep in airtight jars for up to a year.

ARETH MORGAN, PHILIP WEBB

HOW TO GROW Does well in pots or in the ground
and can be clipped into topiary shapes. In mild areas,
it will reach 7.5m if unpruned. Grow in sun or light
shade and free-draining soil, and shelter from the
wind, especially in cold areas. Use soil-based potting
compost. Raise pots off the ground or stand on a
porous surface so water drains freely. Keep moist but
don't overwater, and feed in spring with controlled-
release fertiliser. Prune in spring or summer and look
out for scale insect and bay sucker.

OUR CHOICES Laurus nobilis is widely available and

grown for culinary use. L. nobilis ‘Aurea’ has yellow
- leaves and needs a warm, sunny site. L. nobilis

angustifolia has narrow, green leaves.

v

Bay = s
Calendar Jan Feb Mar
PLANT
HARVEST

" ' 4

forld.comy March 2017



- STUFFED SARDINES

SERVES 4

sardines 4 large or 8 small, scaled and gutted
oranges 2, 1 thinly sliced and slices halved,
and 1 juiced

bay leaves 4 or 8, depending on number of fish
olive oil

paprika hot or sweet, to dust

cucumber 2, peeled and cut into chunks

Stuff the fish with 2/3 orange slices and a bay
leaf, then season. Rub with a little oil and
dust with paprika. Cook the fish on a rack
under a hot grill for 2 mins on each side for
small fish, 4 mins per side for large. When
cooked, squeeze over some of the orange
juice. Dress the cucumber with the remaining
juice, sea salt and black pepper and serve.

. LAMBHOTPOT

SERVES 6

lamb best end of neck, or stewing, diced 1 kg
olive oil

onions 2, chopped

carrots 2, chopped

bay leaves 2

plain flour 2 thsp

lamb stock 500ml

Worcestershire sauce

swede 1, peeled, quartered and thinly sliced
butter

parsley chopped to serve

Brown the lamb in batches in a little oil, then
put into a deep, ovenproof frying pan with a
lid. Brown the onions in a little more oil,
followed by the carrots, and add these to the
lamb. Tuck in the bay leaves. Add the flour to
the browning pan and stir for 2 minutes, then
add the stock, bring to a boil and scrape the

inseason

Three ways withbay...

-
.CLEMENTINEGIN

MAKES 750ML

gin 750ml

clementines 3

caster sugar 3 thsp

ginger 50g, sliced and bashed
bay leaves 3

Pour the gin into a large bowl or jar. Peel
the zest from the clementines, setting aside
3 strips, then peel them and remove all

the white pith from the segments. Add the
segments and zest strips to the gin, along
with the remaining ingredients. Leave to
infuse for 3 days, then decant into several
smaller bottles or 1 large one. Serve with
tonic and a couple of orange segments

in each glass.

base well. Shake in Worcestershire sauce and
season, tip onto the lamb. Put a lid on and
cook for 1% hours. Layer the swede on top,
seasoning as you go, and dot butter over the
top. Put the lid back on and cook for another
20 minutes. Grill lightly to brown the top

and scatter with parsley.

BAY LEAF RECIPES taken from Olive Magazine. For other recipes using this
aromatic herb, log on to olivemagazine.com and search for ‘bay’

March 2017
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outdoor tomatoe :

Whatever your growing conditions, Sally Nex guides you
through choosing the best varieties for your garden

There’s never been a better time
to grow tomatoes outdoors, with
warmer summers and new blight-
resistant varieties on offer. Stop
worrying about fruits not ripening
outside, and forget about the need
for a greenhouse - outdoor growing
cannow guarantee a delicious crop.
In a sunny, sheltered spot, tomatoes
will ripen beautifully outdoors, while
rich soil and rainfall mean there’s
less need for feeding and watering.
It's all about which types you
grow, though. Prima donnas, like
beefsteaks, demand greenhouse
pampering; trying to grow them
outside is like taking a Maserati
sports car off-roading. You'lldo
much better with the tomato
equivalent of a Land Rover -
robust, vigorous and resilient. So
overleaf we give you a selection '
of cherry and salad tomatoes
that will all do well outside.
The site where youTe going
to grow your tomatoes, where
inthe country you are, and
how much time you can spend
looking after them, will also affect
which varieties are right for you.
Simply check out our top 20
most reliable outdoor varieties, listed
overleaf. And use our tomato selector
to find varieties that are tailor-made for
you and your garden - then get sowing!

Next month, Monty shares how he
grows his tormatoes at Longrneadow.

PHOTOS: PAUL DEBOIS; GETTY/DUSTY PIXEL, LINDA BURGESS; JASON INGRAM
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Outdoor tomato checkiist

Where do you want to grow?

If you have plenty of spare ground,
you can grow heftier tomatoes that
need lots of room to stretch their
roots. Plants in the ground require
less watering. Growing bags,

or no space in the ground, but they
need regular feeding and watering.
Containers and large hanging
baskets are a great way to squeeze
a tomato into a small space, but

outdoor tomatoes

Tomatoes

thrive in a large
pot, but need

especially stacked two deep, are
a good option if you have poor soil

both need daily watering and a
weekly feed to keep them healthy. the ground

less watering in

I (

Which type do you want to grow?

There are two main
tomato types: cordon (also
known as indeterminate),
which grow straight up, and
bush (determinate), which
reach about 60cm tall then
spread into cascades
of branches and fruit.
Cordon tomatoes give
the heaviest crops, but
need training and support.
Train the main stem up a
sturdy cane. Check the
plant several times a week
and pinch or cut out the
sideshoots that appear
between the leaf stem and
the main stem. If you leave
these, they'll take energy
away from the productive

main stem. When the main
stem reaches 2m tall,
remove the top to focus

efforts on ripening the fruit.

Vigorous cordons give
you maximum harvests in
the ground and in growing
bags, but can make pots
unstable and top heavy.

Bush tomatoes are
smaller plants, so ideal for
pots and hanging baskets,
and need no support or
training. Don’t remove the
sideshoots, as these will
bear fruit on this type of
tomato. If necessary, you
can provide just enough

support to keep the fruit off

the ground.

ypES
; form €aseades
; ranches

Sowing seed

is cheap, but
buying grafted
plants will save
you time

Growing from seed is cheap and
you have a vast choice of varieties,
but raising seedlings demands time
and indoor space. (See p108 for our
guide to growing toms from seed.)
Buying young plants is pricier but
easier. Variety choice is more
limited, but you can buy a selection
of different varieties.

The most expensive option is
grafted plants, where sweet-fruited
varieties have been spliced onto
turbo-charged roots to give stronger
plants that crop for longer outside.
They're a great choice on poor soils,
but too vigorous for growing bags or
hanging baskets. Although widely
available, variety choice is limited.

/

L. 1
Late blight ce‘m kill a
plant'within & week

So-called 'late blight’
thrives in warm, damp
summers. Look out for
tell-tale brown patches

on leaves, which spread
rapidly to reduce the plant
to a rotten mess. Minimise
the risk of infection by
watering your plants with
tap water, taking care not
to wet the foliage.

For outdoor growing,
it's safest to choose blight-
resistant varieties. These
hold out longer against
infection, so you should
still get a crop. Most
will show symptoms,
but crucially the
fruits will remain Blight can
unaffected long infect resistant
enough to ripen.

varieties, but
their fruits will

still ripen
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How to choose the right
tgmato [or Your space

GROUND HANGING BASKET

Cordons give
big harvests,
but need to

be trained up .
SUppOrts tumbling/bush

\|
N
2 \
CHERRY
© ‘Crimson
Cherry’
CHERRY
SALAD SALAD © ‘Losetto’
CHERRY o ‘Defiant’ CHERRY ® ‘Crimson © ‘Romello’
o ‘Koralik’ o ‘Latak’ o ‘Gardener’s SALAD Crushk’
Delight’ © ‘Mountain © ‘Shirley’
© ‘Red Cherry’ Magic’

© ‘Outdoor Girl’

Our 20 best varieties

‘CRIMSON ‘CRIMSON ‘DEFIANT’ ‘DORADA’ ‘FANDANGO’ ‘GARDENER’S ‘GLACIER’ ‘KORALIK’ ‘LATAH’ ‘LEGEND’

CHERRY’ CRUSH’ A blight- The sweet  Large, scarlet DELIGHT’ An early A blight- Always Holds off
Outstanding Firstinthe  resistant yellow fruits  fruits on Perennially ripening resistant the firstto  blight long
resistance new wave all-rounder, ripenreally plants that popular for toughie, Polish fruit, with enough for
to late of blight- producing  early, before hold off blight its flavour, unbothered heirloom smallish but an early
blight, resistant good-sized  blight hits.  well and resist reliability and by cold variety. delicious crop of
producing toms, with  salad toms verticillium long fruit-laden  summers, The prolific, toms on medium-
tasty, bite-  large, thin-  onsprawling _ and fusarium  trusses. producing jungly plants sprawling sized, tasty
sized fruits.  skinned plants. . wilt. medium- are laden bushes. fruits.
fruits. sized red with sweet .

toms. fruits.

PHOTOS: SARAH CUTTLE; DELFLAND NURSERIES; GETTY/DORLING KINDERSLEY,
DUSTY PIXEL, FLOORTJE; SARAH HENEGHAN; TIM SANDALL; ADRIAN TAYLOR
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Start with where youre going to grow your tomatoes, then choose between
vigorous cordons or low-maintenance bush types, then whether you want to
SoOw seeds or try grafted plants. For each, we only recommend the types that
will thrive in that situation, so youre sure to end up with the perfect choice.

GROWING BAGS COLD ASPECT

In exposed or
northern gardens,
grow fast-ripening

types

Grafted plants
are too vigorous
for growing
bags

\|
- /
\ CHERRY
) © ‘Red Cherry’
CHERRY SALAD SALAD
o ‘Koralik’ o ‘Glacier’ o ‘Stupice’

© ‘Red Alert’ o ‘Latak’ o ‘Tigerella’

. Where tobuy

CHERRY

© ‘Dorada’ SALAD :
o ‘Gardener’s © ‘Fandango’ : @ our exclusive offer on p135
EI‘.IL::::tho’ SALAD Delight’ o ‘Shirley’ L e dtbrownseeds.co.uk
®R o’ ; s : @ organicplants.co.uk
omeillo ¢ ‘Legend . @ realseeds.co.uk
. @ suttons.co.uk
: @ thompson-morgan.com
‘LIZZANO’ °‘LOSETTO’ ‘MOUNTAIN ‘OUTDOOR °‘RED ‘RED ‘ROMELLO’ ‘SHIRLEY’ ‘STUPICE’ ‘TIGERELLA’
Shrugs off Outstanding MAGIC’ GIRL ALERT’ CHERRY’ This is the This thrives A cold- The striped
blight to blight A reliable A compact Super-early, The abundant only baby in growing  tolerant fruits mature
froth over resistance  all-rounder,  cordon - its plump trusses of plum that's  bags and Czech very early,
containers, and apretty heavily laden sometimes  fruits are sweet, scarlet also blight produces variety even outside.
laden with cascading  with smallish grownasa  amongthe  cherry-sized resistant. It loads of that givesa  Plants have
cherry toms. habit. fruits even bush —with  first to ripen. fruits ripen offerslarge  fleshyred  heavycrop  some blight
in blight- reliably early, successionally crops of fat,  fruits. of early- resistance.
prone areas. flavoursome through the sweet fruits. ripening,
fruits. summer. scrumptious
fruits.
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Buy threeveg get one FREE

Order any three of the vegetable collections below and get the cheapest free, PLUS a FREE herb collection!

FREEHERB
. SEEDSWITH
. EVERY ORDER'

Tomato ‘Shirley FI’ Tomato ‘Losetto’ Tomato ‘Gardener’s Delight’
A cordon tomato with heavy crops A blight-resistant bush cherry variety, A cordon tomato with small, sweet
of medium-sized fruits in Jul-Oct.  with sweet-tasting fruits in Jul-Oct.  fruits on vigorous plants, Jul-Oct.

5 X 3cm plug plants £6.95 5 x 3cm plug plants £6.95 5 X 3cm plug plants £6.95

The herb collectio
contains one packet each
of sweet basil, small-leaved
basil, chervil, coriander,
dill, oregano and parsley
(curled and flat leaved).

Onion ‘Exhibition’ Pepper (sweet) ‘KingoftheNorth’ Chilli Pepper ‘Basket of Fire’

A new golden-skinned, large Prolific crops of thick-walled, blocky  Perfect for hanging baskets or pots
variety with a mild, yet crisp fruits produced on strong, vigorous in a sheltered, sunny position.
flavour. Harvest Aug-Sep. plants, ready to pick Aug-Oct. Harvest Aug-Oct.

40 x 2cm plug plants £8.45 3 x 3cm plug plants £6.45 3 X 3cm plug plants £6.45

Subscribers: To claim your
extral0% discount, see page 26
for your exclusive discount code

© 08453710518 quote discount code GWF17MAR e
4 mr-fothergills.co.uk/GWF17MAR Club

Ts&Cs: Plants and herb collections delivered from late April. Offer is subject to availability and closes 12 April 2017. Your contract for supply of goods is with Mr Fothergill's Seeds Ltd, which reserves the right to substitute
any varieties for others of equal or greater value. Please note that this offer is not available in conjunction with any other. To receive your free herbs you must order at least one pack of veg plants from this offer. tOrder at
least one pack of veg plants and add the herb collection to your basket at full price. The herbs will be discounted when you enter your promotional code. *Calls cost 3p per minute plus your network access charge.

Gardeners’

. GWF17MAR :
FREE Veg and herbs offer @2 (cos [vescrrmon arv| TomaL
t TO ORDER Please send cheques and postal orders to Mr Fothergill's Veg Plants 50956 | Tomato ‘Shirley’ 5 plugs £6.95 | £6.26
: and Herb Offer GWF17MAR, Gazeley Road, Kentford, Suffolk, CB8 7QB 47559 | Tomato ‘Losetto’ 5 plugs £6.95 | £6.26
: Title Initial Surname 50955 | Tomato ‘Gardener’s Delight’ 5 plugs £6.95 £6.26
49243 | onion ‘Exhibition’ 40 plugs £8.45 £7.61
Address 50311 | Pepper ‘King of the North’ 3 plugs £6.45 | £5.81
: 50314 | chilli ‘Basket of Fire’ 3 plugs £6.45 £5.81
Postcode _ )
50954 | FREE Herb Collection with any order FREE FREE 1 FREE
Tel. Email 1 have bought three or more veg collections, Tli:c|k
: _— | d the ch t for f
: I enclose a cheque/PO for £ made payable to Mr Fothergill's, please send me the cheapest for free

POSTAGE | £4.95 £4.95 1 £4.95

: with my name and address on the back. Please do not send stamps or cash. - - -
: Subscribers: insert your discount code here see p26 | £

: or charge my Visal | Mastercard [ | GRAND TOTAL | £

: Card number [l [ [T IC T I LI ] Immediate Media Company Ltd. (Publishers of BBC Gardeners’ World Magazine) would love to send you

: ’ ' newsletters, together with special offers, and other promotions. Please tick here if you'd like to receive these
: Start date LI/ Expiry date ][] Card security code (][] by Email (] Regular Post (. Branded BBC titles are licensed from or published jointly with BBC Worldwide

: (Last 3 digits printed on signature strip) (the commercial arm of the BBC). Please tick here [ if you'd like to receive regular newsletters, special offers
. and promotions from BBC Worldwide by email. Your information will be handled in accordance with the

: Signature Date BBC Worldwide privacy policy: bbeworldwide.com/privacy.
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ing Gardens for Good
COLOURFENCE the only garden fence you will ever need'
v 7'0’05’ * ' f’ 0 Q

. ¥ |

e AOOK Ryder mchafds“" N

PR 2.7 0000 » % 2y e

=-ﬂ-, \ : HARRIN
= cood

Fence

Anna Ryder Rlchar dSOﬂ Des:gner and Television Presenter :
. mkesarloserIookathowCoIourfencecansolveyourfencmg woes for ';’ FREE f
yearsandyearstocome... o & iy 50w 20Nl O FENCING
= o w2 GUIDE!

S A

‘ ‘ | honestly believe Now’s the perfect time to get your when professionally installed

. garden ready for Spring. I've wasted it can withstand wind gusts

that Colourfence is the, best countless days and a small fortune, trying  of up to 130mph. This year
genera/ purpose fenCIng to maintain a tired old wooden fence when the weather is doing its ) ,
product on the market that always looked dreadful and always worst — | certainly won't need mEOSrSeEslil;_T;t“l':;gEs

today! required yet more work. Discovering to worry about my fence. The )
y: ” Colourfence has changed things forever!  Colourfence system offers a guide to FENCING!

It's scientifically tested and rated to ensure lasting solution to fencing woes.
It's easy to see why many regard it as the premier fencing

solution on the market. Immune to the rot and resistant
to the weather that so quickly effects wooden fences,
Colourfence has none of the drawbacks of wood - plenty

of additional benefits and what’s more it's better value too!
the reVOI Utionar IOW malntenance svstem High quality AND great value - it's a game changing product

e with an absolutely first rate finish. The
materials and fitting are so good that
Colourfence is guaranteed for up to
25 years! To find out how Colourfence
might benefit you, | strongly suggest
you call 0800 644 4113.

Call 0800 644 4113
today to learn

Colourfence is
built to last!

Finish Coat
Epoxy Primer
Conversion Coating

AZ150 Metallic
Coating
Zincalume® Steel

FREEPHONE
O 8 O O 6 4 4 4 .I .I 3 ) \l\ll:gtilr:;taclelr}l,ance-free. ) ﬁ::‘setrs;;? tlillqli‘é\:lg;'sf{aerms

= Save time & money - = Variety of colours

In detail:

_ no treating required. and sizes available
info@colourfence.co.uk = Guaranteed' notto  ® Professionally

rot, warp or peel for installed by accredited
CO | O U I’fe N Ce . CO .U k up to 25 years. Franchisees

Bpply - full details available on request
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Full-on flavour,
from the plant
to your plate
within seconds

For T N

Fresh herbs can transform a meal. But you
don't need to buy expensive packets from
the shops; home-grown herbs are a perfect
crop. The seeds are cheap to buy, they are

quick and easy to grow, the plants are happy

~ in space-saving pots and their constant
supply of young leaves are full of flavour.
Most herb seed packs contain between
500 and 1,500 seeds giving you enough for
several months. If you start sowing now,
and keep sowing every three or four weeks
throughout the spring and summer, you will

March 2017
5

Get a summer of herbs for just £10. Kay Maguire shows you how

quickly have your own supply of fresh, tasty
leaves from May until the first frosts. Many
can also be brought inside for the winter

to keep the harvests coming. It's simple,
rewarding and costs a fraction of the price of
those bags of leaves from the supermarket.

Howtosave££Es

The average cost of a packet of herb seed is just
£1.50 and if you shop around it's possible to get
coriander and basil seeds for as little as 99p.
You can even get multipacks of three or five

growingherbs | »

different herbs for less
than a fiver, meaning
sowing your own is
incredibely good value. In
fact, the seed for our featured.

eight different fresh herbs costs just under
£10. If you were to buy the same herbs
regularly from the supermarket throughout
the summer it would cost nearly £70, giving a
total saving of around £60. And your leaves
will be far fresher, with none going to waste.
See our free herb seeds offer on p135.
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What to sow

Always grow what you like to eat, so if
you love curries, then coriander is a must-
have, and if Italian food is your thing, opt
for basil and oregano. You'll get most
value from herbs that you use a lot of but
are expensive or, like chervil, difficult to
buy in those little bags in the supermarket.
And opt for those that are easy to grow
from seed. We chose a mix of annual,
biennial and perennial herbs that are all
simple and quick to grow from seed.

R

Coriander
Use Whole plant is edible. Y
The toasted seeds are a
favourite in curries, and the
leaves are used in salads,
Indian and Thai food.

Grow Water in the morning
as it hates sitting in a wet
compost. Quickly runs to
seed if it dries out, so sow
every three to four weeks e
for a continuous supply. .
Harvest in 6 weeks

Parsley (curly
and flat leaf)

Use Add the leaves to a dish

just before serving for a

more pungent flavour, and
. //_‘ don’t over cook if using in

sauces. Also delicious in

= dressings and stuffings.
Grow Prefers a rich, moist
compost and needs some
shade to stop it from
flowering and going over.
Harvest in 6 weeks

PHOTO: PAUL DEBOIS
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growing herbs

Dill Oregano
Use The leaves and the Use The small, pungent
& sharper-tasting seed can leaves go well with chilli
' be eaten. Good with fish, or garlic, and can be

used fresh or dried.
Grow Prefers a warm and
sunny, sheltered spot. Cut
this perennial herb back
to the ground in winter or

particularly salmon.
Grow Plants are leggy,
S0 may need staking. It's
quick to bolt, so grow
successionally, sowing

e d.:'; - every three to four weeks. move indoors in autumn.
K a" p®. Harvest in 8 weeks Harvest in 12 weeks -

T -
B,
e

Basil (large and
small leaved)

Use The leaves and flowers
tasty eaten raw in salads.
Leaves are best torn rather
than cut to stop the edges
browning. Delicious with
tomatoes and in pesto.
Grow Needs a very warm,
sunny, sheltered spot and
is best watered before
midday as it doesn’t like
sitting in wet compost.
Harvest in 8 weeks

Chervil
Use A favourite in French
cooking. Best added just
before serving to preserve
the mild aniseed flavour

of the leaves.

Grow Prefers a rich, moist
compost. Happy in cool
shade, which will also stop
it flowering too quickly.
Harvest in 6 weeks
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growing herbs

Stepby step
How to sow

Choose a deep, 20cm-wide pot with
drainage holes in the bottom and fill
with a free-draining compost such

as John Innes No.1. Leave a 4cm gap
at the top for sowing seed.

Sow, scattering finer seeds such as
basil, parsley or oregano thinly across
the surface. Station sow larger seeds
such as coriander individually, dropping
them onto the compost, 2cm apart.
Sprinkle a very thin layer of compost
over the top of the seeds, ensuring
they are all evenly covered.

Water using a can with a fine rose

so you don‘t disturb the surface of
the compost or the seeds below.

140 gardenersworld.com

“ Water 6regano .
only when the soil
Is dry and avoid
overwatering % - :
f o

Keep the harvests coming

Hardy herbs, such as parsley and chervil,
can be sown directly without heat from
March, but wait to sow tender herbs -
basil, coriander and dill — until frosts

have passed, from May.

Water carefully as herbs such as dill will
run to seed very quickly if left to get too dry,
but others, like basil and oregano, don't like
sitting in very wet soil and may rot.
Harvest your herbs regularly, picking
leaves evenly across the plant. This will
stop them from flowering, produce healthy,
compact plants and ensure you have

fresh, young leaves to harvest.

Pinch out the shoot tips regularly to

help keep plants bushy and productive.

Unless you want to harvest the seeds
of herbs such as coriander and dill, pinch
out flowers as soon as you spot them to
concentrate the plants’ energy on leaf
production rather than seed.

sow all of these herbs, particularly those
that bolt when dry, like dill and coriander,
little and often, in new pots throughout
summer for a continuous supply.

Bring pots of parsley, chervil and basil
inside for winter, and grow on a sunny
windowsill for a longer harvest.

B FOR MORE advice on growing herbs
visit gardenersworld.com/herbs
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THE GUARANTEED OVER 50 PLAN

Think you've left it too
late to get life cover

you can afford?
...Think again!

If you’re aged 50-85 and you
can spare less than £4 a month
- we have something you might
want to think about.

The Guaranteed Over 50 Plan is provided
by AXA Wealth Ltd and offers you life
cover for the rest of your life. There’s no
medical and no questions about your
health - or your family’s medical history,
S0 your acceptance is guaranteed.

What's more, with premiums starting
from less than £4 a month, it's among

Great news if

you want to leave

a cash gift for loved ones, or help pay
towards funeral costs.

After you have had a plan for two years
a fixed cash sum will be paid on death.
All we ask is that you keep paying your
premiums for life, as if you stop paying
your cover will end and you won't get
anything back.

We promise never fo increase your
premiums or reduce your cover, although

reduce its value over time. You should
also be aware that depending on how
long you live, you could pay in more than
the cash sum paid out.

To help you decide we've put together

an information pack which includes full
details of the plan and personal examples
of the levels of cover you could receive.
The pack comes with a free pen. Call our
friendly UK based team for yours today.
As a thank you for taking out a plan the
first months premium is free and you get

the most affordable life cover of its type. as the cash sum is fixed, inflation will

.

a choice of welcome gift card worth £75.

Your choice of gift card worth
£75 when you take out a plan:

Terms and conditions apply.

amazonco.uk

MES

GIFTCARD

Free 0800 169 2044 callfree today
sunlife.co.uk/press go online today

® |
SunLlfe‘

Quote:

1831950

RRP £9.99

Cover provided by AXA Wealth Ltd.

tTAmazon.co.uk is not a sponsor of this Programme. For complete Gift Card terms and conditions, see www.amazon.co.uk/gc-legal All Amazon ®, ™ & © are IP of Amazon.com, Inc. or its affiliates. *This is taken
from our new customer research, where customers were asked ‘Thinking now about the phrase ‘Straightfordable’, by which we mean straightforward and affordable. Do you think that SunLife is the most
‘Straightfordable’ life insurance company?”

AXA Wealth Services Ltd distributes financial products and services and trades as SunLife. AXA Wealth Services Ltd is a company limited by shares and the registered office is at 1 Wythall Green Way, Wythall,
Birmingham, B47 6WG (registered in England, No. 02238458). AXA Wealth Services Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and is entered on the Financial Services Register
(registration no. 465753). As part of SunLife’s commitment to quality service and security, telephone calls may be recorded.

Please send me full details of the Guaranteed Over 50 Plan S
Post today in a sealed envelope to: FREEPOST SUNLIFE - yes that is all you need! You don't need a stamp, address or postcode..
PLEASETICK  Mr Mrs Ms Miss FULL NAME
ADDRESS
TEL. NUMBER
Goslidolels INC. AREA CODE
DATE OF BIRTH EMAIL

The Guaranteed Over 50 Plan is only available to UK residents aged 50-85 We may use this fo send you marketing information

a Use of your personal information: AXA Wealth Ltd and AXA Wealth Services Ltd will use the information you provide to respond to your enquiry. For information about how AXA Wealth Ltd and AXA Wealth
Services Ltd use and share your personal information you can find a copy of SunlLife’s Privacy Policy at www.sunlifedirect.co.uk/privacy-policy. If you don’t have internet access call us and we'll post you a copy.
By returning this coupon you consent to this use of your personal data. From time to time, we'd like to send you details of special offers and information about products and services of ours and other companies
within the Phoenix Group by post, phone, email or text. If you do not want us fo contact you for marketing purposes, either call us on free phone 0800 904 7652 or write to PO BOX 7054, Willenhall WV1 9ZH.

Ref: 1831950 GW22Feb17



FEBRUARY OFFER

FREE INSURANCE
\",'(01:4 0 s M8 FREE RECOVERY

650 1o

ON ALL MODELS!

Buy any 5 wheel Quingo including this Self-Loading
Quingo Flyte before the 31st March and get a full 3
years Insurance, Roadside Recovery & Servicing

absolutely FREE!

QUING ~—
AIR > FROM?UST ~—

s Carries
up to
25st
Range
up to

34 miles

With Remote Control & :
Docking Station System 77,

/))

Quintell

TECHNOLOGY

5 wheel Stability & kerb handling 5 wheel Comfort & posture control 5 wheel Agility in confined spaces

* All Quingo Mobility Scooters are available on the Contract Hire Plan provided and managed by First Senior Finance Ltd. All Insurance products are provided by First Senior Insurance Services Ltd. Both companies are regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. The Contract Hire Plan
provides a brand new Quingo Scooter and includes Maintenance/Insurance/Consumables/Roadside Recovery subject to T&C's, full details available on request. You will not own the scooter at the end of the plan. Example given is for the Quingo Air 2 on the Contract Hire Planat £22 a
week over 156 weeks with an initial advance payment of £250. All Contract Hire Plans offered are subject to status. AMC is an appointed representative of First Senior and is a Company Incorporated and Registered in England and Wales, Company number 3449882, whose registered
office is Sovereign Court 230, Upper Fifth Street, Central Milton Keynes, Buckinghamshire MK9 2HR. ** Free insurance, recovery & servicing applies to new models only. No other offers/discounts/px or contract hire applies. Delivery must take place before 10th April 2017.

No other scooter range offers more stability, more agility, more comfort!

Quin Call 0800-085-8545

5 Wheel Scoters FOR YOUR
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Budding genius

Thebursting open of buds thismonth
signalsanew season of warmth, fresh
leaves and abundant flowers.It'salso a
great time to doa springbud survey, to
learn more about how your plants grow.
Allleaves, flowers and shoots begin as
buds, so any damage to them can have
drastic consequences. Pests eating into
buds can cause a chinese lantern effect,
with neat rows of holes appearing when
theleaf within unfolds. It's also worth
checkingbuds for signs of disease, such
asbud blast on rhododendrons -
removing any darkened buds now will
help to limit the spread of this disease.
Knowing more about buds and how
they work will help you when it comes
to pruning, too.Buds at the ends of shoots
are known as terminal buds, while those
onthe sides are lateral buds. Terminal
buds contain plant hormones that stop
lateral buds from sprouting (unless cut
off). Roses also have hidden buds (called
bud eyes), which expand if youremove
aterminal bud. It's useful, too, tobe able
to distinguish leaf buds from flower
buds-asageneralrule, leafbuds are
thinner, while flower buds are fatter.

Lund

Emma Crawforth,
Gardening Editor

This month

144 The Big Question
When can | plant outdoors?

146 Gardeners’Question Time
The BBC Radio 4 experts answer this
month’s pick of readers’ queries

Your questions answered

TOPTIP

The old flowers of mophead
hydrangeas protect the buds
over winter. Deadhead now,
cutting just above the buds.

Ll

Contact us: cmail your questions to Q&A@gardenersworld.com or write in to - We regret that we cannot

: offer a personal garden

Q&A, Gardeners’ World Magazine, Vineyard House, 44 Brook Green, London Wé 7BT  : advisory service.
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Your big question

Whatever your gardening problem, David
Hurrion has advice on how to solve it

O When can | start
planting outdoors?

The simplest answer is

as soon as it's warm enough,
but this varies according to the
type of plant, the particular year
and the part of the country you
are in. In the UK, we can grow an
enormous range of plants in our
gardens, particularly during the
summer, but we do have fickle
weather, often with widely
varying temperatures in spring,
so it pays to know what you can
plant now and what should be
left until later in the season.

Plants are grouped according
to their levels of hardiness: hardy
plants are generally those that
will stand temperatures below
freezing for a long period; frost
hardy means they can tolerate
a short period of light frost;
half-hardy plants are able to cope
with the cold, but not a frost; and
plants known as tender require
warm temperatures — preferably
Celsius in double figures — to
survive and grow.

It's useful to find out when the
last frosts occur in your region.
Maps (see facing page) and charts
give you a broad idea, but talk to
locals and neighbours, too. Plus,
different parts of your garden
have their own ‘microclimates’;
the soil and air temperatures at
the foot of a north-facing border,
for example, are colder (in spring,
especially) than a sunny south-
facing spot by the house.

The last frost date will also vary
from year to year, so watch the
forecast when planting out less
hardy plants. Just because half-
hardy and tender plants (summer
bedding and veg) are for sale in
the garden centres, it doesn’t
mean that you can plant them
outdoors in cold conditions, even
if it doesn't drop below freezing.

A wide range of plant species
are able to cope with frost due to
thousands of years of adaptation.

Plants that come from cold, frosty
regions of the world survive either
by becoming dormant or by
producing high levels of anti-
freeze proteins in their tissues
that stop the growth of ice
crystals. The latter can be seen

in a number of spring bulbs and
hellebores, for example, where
the flowers and foliage may
appear to ‘wilt" in frosty weather,
only to recover when
temperatures rise again.

What happens to

plantsin the cold?

Plants without the ‘anti-freeze’
proteins (tender and half-hardy
species) will collapse as large ice
crystals form in their tissues. Even
without frost, cold temperatures
can cause damage to the tissues
of half-hardy and tender plants,
which both need warmth for their
cellular processes to occur and
keep them alive and growing.
Prolonged cold will see them
gradually decline and it may leave
them prone to disease infestation
and eventual collapse.

So protect your investment and
wait to plant these until outdoor
temperatures are high enough to
allow them to grow away strongly.

Tender bedding scaevola must be
planted out after the last frost

gardenersworld.com

DAVID SAYS

Protect tender and half-
hardy plants in cold frames,
so that their tissues can
toughen up and acclimatise
to the cooler conditions
outdoors, before planting
out in their final positions.
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Predicting the last frost

Last frosts of spring
Late March to mid-April
Mid-April to early May

. Early May to mid-May }

. Early June to mid-June

Estimate of last frosts based
on data from Met Office

. Mid-May to early June /

What to plant out now

The bedding plants that are in garden centres now are not frost hardy.
They need to be grown on under the protection of a greenhouse, or on
a windowsill indoors. Houseplants also need warmth but can be taken
outside in summer. The four groups below can be planted out now.

Deciduous trees/shrubs

If container grown, hardy, woody
plants can be planted all year
round, but if planting in the
summer, keep them well watered.

Herbaceous perennials
These can be planted all year
round if hardy. But March and
April are best as there’s moisture
in the soil to help roots establish.

; | (P
Evergreen trees/shrubs
Newly planted evergreens are
also vulnerable to cold, so they
are best planted out between
late March and May.

summer bulbs and tubers
Plant summer-flowering bulbs in
March and April; though they're
not fully hardy, they're protected
from frosts by being under the soil.

On protecting
plantsinspring

Ionly plant out summer
bedding once all risk
of frost has passed - that’s
usually the first week
of June up here.
Christine Leigh, Cheshire
I harden off my bedding
plantsin a perspex cold
frame before planting.
Margaret McMillan, Fife
Ventilate cold frames by
opening them during the
day time when the weather’s
warm enough.
Manas Bose, Avon
I plant up some pots in March
and they can be moved
under cover if necessary.
Jackie, South Yorkshire
Whenit’s time to harden
them off, put tender plants
outin the morning and
bring them in the evening.
Gill Grocott, Bucks
Cold frames are great for
growing lettuce in the
cold months but do keep
checking for slugs.
Frederick Gree,
Carmarthenshire
I'm happy to plant out
shrubs and other hardy
plants in March, but not if
the soil is sodden and cold.
Position them carefully,
out of the morning sun.
Diane Bolland, Yorkshire

Signup tobecome
aMagazine Insider

Share your
gardening
advice with
other readers
and take part
in our regular surveys by
signing up to our online reader
group called Magazine Insiders.
You'll be helping to shape
magazine and website content
and will be entered into a
monthly prize draw. To join, g0
to immediateinsiders.com
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GQI

Gardeners’ Question Time

Our experts tackle your gardening problems,
from destructive vine weevils to ailing orchids,
honey fungus to rose blackspot, and much more

Be sure to plant bulbs deeply,
at three times the bulb’s height

© Why did my
bulbs in pots all

come up blind?
EN Ruffell, by email

A CHRISTINE SAYS I'm
surprised that none of your bulbs
produced any flowers, as this is
quite unusual. You don't say
what they were and if they were
different types, making it difficult
to comment specifically. Perhaps
the bulbs hadn’t reached
flowering size, otherwise | would
have expected at least some to
bloom. If they were small bulbs
at planting, they may take a year
or two to grow to flowering size.
You also ask if you should try
replanting them into the garden.
That's a good idea, but do dig in
some good quality fertiliser,
such as blood, fish and bone,
which will feed the bulbs as the
nutrients are slowly released into
in the soil. Plant the bulbs at a
depth equal to about three times
the bulb’s height, as shallow
planting can result in blindness.

© Our gardening club is

planting an orchard -

Sue Cross, Yorkshire e | A 4 N
A MATTHEW SAYS The UK is \ R pIY MR

technically a ‘marginal’ region for
commercial fruit production, due
to the comparatively low sunlight
intensity compared with countries
such as New Zealand and Chile.
The further north you are in the
UK, the less reliable fruit set and
ripening become, which has long
been a challenge for growers in
the north and has led to the
selection of specific varieties
suitable for the conditions.

You say your site is wet and
windy, so apricots, nectarines
and peaches are best avoided,
but apples and plums should do
well. In fact, the north of England
is one of the best places in the
country for growing damsons.
You could include some unusual
Yorkshire apple varieties, such as
‘Dog's Snout’, ‘Grandpa Buxton’
and Yorkshire Beauty’, and
my favourite plum, ‘Opal’.

Even in cold areas, damson trees produce a reliable crop for desserts or jam

1y

e "’,ﬁl

tips?

el

A PIPPA SAYS What an
exciting project! My advice is
to avoid trees on very dwarfing
rootstocks, as they’ll need
much more maintenance and
are likely to struggle in all but
perfect growing conditions —
plus in years to come, wouldn't
it be great to see kids climbing
some large trees? And on the
subject of kids and scrumping,
be sure to include plenty of
really sweet apples!

When buying the trees,
it's best to go to a local fruit
specialist, as they’ll be able to
advise you on which varieties
will suit your specific location.
Nothing beats local knowledge
and experience.

PHOTOS: SARAH CUTTLE; TIM SANDALL
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Matthew
Wilson

Garden designer
Matthew was curator
of RHS Hyde Hall and
Harlow Carr, and often
appears on television.

Pippa
Greenwood
Pippa is one of the
foremost experts on
pests and diseases.
She gardens using
organic methods.

Christine
Walkden

Garden writer
Christine appears on
BBC1's The One Show.
She is also a lecturer
and tour leader.

Would adding mulch ch\é\:ir"yil;lgilgggho;n
bury my bulbs too deeply? east-facing wall?

even a thick layer of mulch will
disappear amazingly quickly, either
getting dragged into the soil by
earthworms or being scattered
by birds searching for food and by
gardeners weeding. Organic mulch
rots down over time too, which
further reduces the depth. So
there’s no risk to your bulbs

with normal levels of mulching.

Adrian Street, Suffolk David Vale, Northamptonshire

PIPPA SAYS With organic
mulch, such as garden compost
or bark chippings, through which
water and oxygen penetrate easily,
there should be no problem,
especially as bulbs are often
planted too shallowly in the first
place. Also bear in mind that

CHRISTINE SAYS Although
a classic north-wall fruit, the
‘Morello’ cherry is more hardy
than sweet cherries, so should
be fine against your east-facing
wall. The fruit can be picked
when very sour, at the dark
red stage, or protected from
birds using netting until nearly
black and bitter-sweet. Thisis a
compact but spreading variety.

T ML S
Hidden below ground, vine weevil
grubs feast on roots and corms

Is there a way
to getrid of vine
weevils in pots?

Alan Wylie, Renfrewshire

MATTHEW SAYS Vine
weevils can be a major problem,
especially in pots, where the
larvae feed on underground roots,
tubers and corms, often killing
the plants. The C-shaped grubs
have a creamy-white body and
brown head. The most effective
treatment is a nematode drench,
which is available online or in

Moth orchids (Phalaenopsis) don't
like strong sun or too much water

garden centres, and should
= = . il be applied when the soil What canldo
Mulch helps to deter weeds and hold in moisture, without harming bulbs temperature is above 5°C. tO hElp my alllng
moth orchid?
HOW can I get Anthony B Dodsley, by email
my amaryl!ls to PIPPA SAYS Start by
flower agaln? ensuring it gets adequate light,

but not direct sun or too much
heat. Make sure it is potted into
moth-orchid compost, which is
very free-draining, and water
sparingly. Humid air is good for
moth orchids but always let
excess water drain away. Use
rainwater if possible, or cooled
kettle water, especially in a hard
water area. Do this, and apply

Pete Wright, Cambridgeshire

CHRISTINE SAYS Once the
flowers fade, remove just the
flowers, not the stalk. Water and
feed the plant for a couple of
months or until the leaves go
yellow, then stop and allow the
bulb to dry off. Keep it in a cool,
dry place until September, then

keptcoolianduryover
the summergmaryllis:

start to water it again. Once new
shoots appear, begin feeding.

‘ should fiower —A'Idj)‘ﬂﬂ’

an orchid feed, and your orchid
should soon start to improve.
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What is this
stripy beetle on
my rosemary?

Helen, Cambridgeshire

PIPPA SAYS This is the
pretty but destructive rosemary
beetle. Both the larvae and
adults eat the shoot tips and
flower spikes of rosemary, thyme
and lavender, with damage most
noticeable from midsummer
onwards. To control them, pick
off adults and larvae regularly.

Rosemary beetles (above the
ladybird) eat woody herbs

How canl get
rid of wild garlic?
Rosanne, by email

MATTHEW SAYS Wild garlic
(Allium ursinum) is an attractive
native plant, but it spreads quickly
by underground bulbs. To banish
it, you need to wage a war of
attrition. Divide the infested area
into manageable chunks and
tackle in sequence. Dig out the
bulbs in winter when dormant
- if done at any other time it just
encourages the bulbs to spread.
Once an area is clear, cover with
black plastic, dug in at the sides
s0 bulbs can't spread back in.

wild garlic has pretty flowers and
edible leaves, but spreads rapidly

s it possible to cure
roses of blackspot disease?

JR Evans, Dorset

CHRISTINE SAYS Rose
blackspot is one of the trickiest
plant diseases to control, and
even if you do manage to get
rid of it, it can easily return via
diseased roses in nearby gardens.

Good hygiene is important -
this involves removing all diseased
leaves in late autumn to prevent
overwintering of the fungal spores
on the soil. However, many spores

-

Althougﬁ unsightly

and difficult o

control, blackspot

won't kill rose plants
\

overwinter on the bare stems,
resulting in reinfection in spring.
Mulch the bed in February to bury
any blackspot spores that are on
the soil surface, then spray the
dormant bushes with Westland
Rose Rescue or Bayer’s Multirose,
following the instructions
carefully. To improve the general
health of your roses, you can also
feed them on a regular basis
using a good quality rose fertiliser,
such as Vitax Rose Food.

Encourage flowering by adding
houseplant feed in summer

'Will my coffee
plants ever flower?

Jane, by email

MATTHEW SAYS Coffee
plants (usually Coffea arabica)
make handsome houseplants with
glossy evergreen foliage. They
can bloom indoors, producing
small, white, starry flowers, but
rarely do so regularly and usually
only produce a few at a time.

Coffee plants thrive in hot,
humid climates, so you need to
replicate this in your home. They
need a bright location, but not
direct sun, and moist but not wet
compost. Place a water-filled
pebble tray under the pot to
raise humidity and mist the
foliage regularly. Never let the
compost dry out, as this can
cause the plants to drop their
leaves. Tomato feed might
boost flowering, but houseplant
fertiliser is a better option.

Are there any pesticides to control wireworms?

Peter Harrison, by email

PIPPA SAYS There were
once several chemicals for
controlling soil pests, including
wireworms, but if you look at
what they were and what they
did, you'll understand why they’ve
been withdrawn. Unpleasant is
an understatement! There are
no chemicals available now to
combat wireworms, so you need
to consider other options.

First, bear in mind that this
pest, the larval stage of the click
beetle, is generally only present
in seriously damaging numbers
in soil that hasn’t been regularly
cultivated. So if you've created a

vegetable plot from grassland or
taken on a neglected allotment,
you may have problems initially
on potato tubers and other root
crops. However, after three or
four years, wireworm damage
generally becomes insignificant.
I can vouch for this from personal
experience, as all my veg-growing
areas are former grassland!

In the meantime, try growing
early potato varieties, as the
crop will be harvested before too
much damage can be inflicted.
Lift all root crops as soon as
they’re ready, and dig over any
vacant areas of ground regularly
to expose the wireworms to
predators such as birds.

T g
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How canl
create an instant
low hedge?

Laurie, by email

MATTHEW SAYS As you
want your hedge to reach a
maximum height of 90cm, you
should avoid fast-growing plants,
as they’ll need regular trimming
to keep them in check. My
suggestion would be to plant a
beech hedge - in the Netherlands
I've often seen them kept to
about that height. If you plant
a dense row of 90cm-tall beech
whips (saplings), you'll get
an almost instant hedge.

Simply trim a beech hedge every
August to keep it at the right size

Can you identify
my mystery shrub?
Pat Crompton, by email

CHRISTINE SAYS This
is the lovely honey spurge,
Euphorbia mellifera, an evergreen
roundish shrub grown for its
long rich-green leaves with a
cream mid-rib. The flowers,
which appear in late spring, are
small, brownish-pink and honey
scented. It will eventually reach
a height and spread of 3m and
grows best in full sun.

Prized for its bold foliage, honey
spurge also offers scented flowers

Kerria should be fine in a site
infected with honey fungus

What should I do
after felling a tree
with honey fungus?

Ros Heaven, Dorset

PIPPA SAYS The most
important thing is to get the
stump removed, along with
as much of the root system
as possible, so ask your tree
surgeon to winch or dig out the
stump after felling the tree. If this
is really not feasible, then the
next best option is to have the
stump ground out. You must also
trace back and remove as many
of the woody roots as you can -
the fungus ‘feeds’ on this woody
material, so even if it's not yet
infected, it poses a risk later on.
You should also check for dead,
dying or sickly plants throughout
your garden, as the fungus may
be in more than one spot.

When replanting the site where
your diseased tree stood, choose
trees and shrubs that aren’t
usually affected by honey fungus.
Suitable candidates include abelia,
bottlebrush, box, kerria, mulberry,
myrtle, olive and spiraea.

Which trees can | plant
iN claggy, damp, clay soil?

incorporating a couple of
barrowloads of well-rotted
garden compost or manure.
Trees that would cope
with these conditions include
Crataegus laevigata (Midland
hawthorn), a lovely compact tree
with polished oval leaves and
clusters of red fruits in autumn,
and alders, such as Alnus incana
‘Aurea’, which has yellow twigs
and conspicuous red catkins in
spring. Another good choice is
a fruiting crab apple.

Alice, by email

CHRISTINE SAYS The best
course of action, whatever you
decide to plant, is to improve
the conditions. If drainage is a
problem over winter, add lots of
sharp grit to the entire planting
area - not just to the planting
hole, as this would simply create
a sump. A couple of barrowloads
dug through the soil would

improve things no end,
as would

| accidentally left my seed potatoes in
the dark - are they still worth planting?

Heather Tock, by email

MATTHEW SAYS I'm always
doing things like this — | recently
discovered two bags of shallots
from 2015 and a sack of unplanted
daffodils. You say your potatoes
have formed long spaghetti-like
shoots, and the reality is that you
probably won’t be able to plant
them without these brittle
elongated shoots breaking off.
Once potatoes have started to

sprout (or chit), they're using up
their store of energy, so this will
now be depleted. There is a chance
they either won't sprout a second
time round or may not perform as
well once in the ground.

Still, on balance, given that you
have the tubers, you may as well
break off the long shoots and try
chitting them again in a cool,
bright location. As a back-up, you
could try and get hold of some
late-crop potatoes to plant, too.

Ideally don't let shoots grow more
than 3cm long before planting

gardenersworld.com
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How canl get
my six-year-old
wisteria to flower?

Diane, by email

MATTHEW SAYS Young
wisteria plants are notoriously
shy to flower; some can take
more than a decade to get
started, so you may need to be
patient for a little longer. You
can try giving your plant some
fertiliser such as tomato feed
to help kick-start flowering.

o der red gren ala, clan

bird baths regularly in summer
Why is my bird

bath water red?

Sandra, Hertfordshire

PIPPA SAYS Oh dear, it looks
more like a blood bath than a bird
bath! The colour is caused by
red-pigmented algae, which tends
to build up during warm weather.
I don't think it is a danger to birds.

After removing an old hedge, what can
| plant to add colour to my coastal garden?

Patricia Robinson, West Sussex

CHRISTINE SAYS The soil
where your previous hedge grew
will probably be in poor condition,
compacted and lacking in
nutrients and structure. So before
you replant, dig in plenty of
well-rotted manure or garden
compost, mixing it through the
soil to ensure it is well distributed.

My suggestion for a good
replacement in your windy,
coastal garden is sea buckthorn,
Hippophae rhamnoides. This
lovely shrub thrives near the sea
in exposed sites. It has attractive
silvery willow-like deciduous
leaves and produces bright
orange-yellow berries in autumn.
These are not usually taken by
birds, so remain on the plant right
through the winter, giving a long
season of interest. Plant 45cm
apart, in a double row, and keep
well watered for the first year
after planting. Mulch the soil to
hold water around the roots and
help the plants to establish.

p .
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For abundant berries, you need both male and female sea buckthorn plants

What shoulid
| feed my bulbs
after flowering?

David Thomson, Scotland

CHRISTINE SAYS After
flowering, you can apply a
general fertiliser such as blood,
fish and bone to the soil to feed
the bulbs, from which the plants
will regrow next year.

Is it possible
to transplant
hyacinths while
still in flower?

Pete, by email

MATTHEW SAYS In general,
it's best to move plants when
they’re fully dormant and not
in flower, as this will cause them
less stress. Sometimes, however,
you just have to get on and do it.
With bulbous plants like
hyacinths, dig them up with as
much of the surrounding soil or
compost as possible, to avoid
damaging their fine roots.

Ways to find more help

If you have a gardening problem, email the details (and your
location) to Q&A@gardenersworld.com or write to Emma
Crawforth at Gardeners’ World Magazine, Vineyard House,
44 Brook Green, London W6 7BT. We regret that we cannot
offer a personal advisory service or guarantee a reply.

You’ll also find lots of pest and disease advice, along with creative

and problem-solving projects, at gardenersworld.com/how-to

Missed it?
Listen online
within seven days
at bbc.co.uk/
radio4

Gardeners’ Question Time
Enjoy a fascinating crop of listeners’
questions and answers

from the experts every RADIO

week, on BBC Radio 4,
Fridays at 3pm, repeated
Sundays at 2pm.

BIB|C]

92-95FM & 198LW
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TWO EASY WAYS TO SUBSCRIBE
Call the hotline now on Order online
01795 414746 buysubscriptions.com/mothersday

and quote MD17SP and quote MD17SP

Remember, if you’re ordering a gift, to select the issue after Mother’s Day!

*This offer closes on 26 March 2017 and is valid for UK delivery addresses. Guylian chocolates will be delivered to the person paying for the subscription and is only available when paying by Direct Debit. Order before the 10 March 2017 to

guarantee your chocolates arrive before Mother’s Day. If placing an order as a Mother’s Day gift, online or by phone, request the first issue after 26th March to ensure an issue is not despatched before that date. The discounts shown are savings

calculated as a percentage of the full shop price, exciuding Radio Times which is calculated as a percentage of the Basic Annual Rate. For overseas rates visit www.buysubscriptions.com/mothersday or call 01795 414 746. Should the magazine

ordered change in frequency, we will honour the number of issues and not the term of the subscription. Radio Times subscriptions are for 26 weekly issues (6 months). The Basic Annual UK Subscription Rate of Radio Times is £142. This price is
for 51issues which includes the Christmas double issue and a contribution towards postage. fCalls will be charged at your local rate, calls from mobiles may vary.



&tell®

Send your tips and photos to Show & tell, Gardeners’ ;
World Magazine, Vineyard House, 44 Brook Green, : Stepped for success,
London W6 7BT or email letters@gardenersworlid. ' ] the hill is tamed
com and you could win National Garden Gift Vouchers. ”

BEFORE

READER MAKEOVER
*®
Stepping up

When we moved into our new
house in 2011, the garden was an
overgrown hill, full of brambles, ivy,
old man'’s beard and worse. Once feel like we have to go climbing
we had it all cleared, we set about  to reach the top of our garden.
taming the hill. Now we no longer Ann Seedall, Dorset |

Atangled slope

-

A beautiful p_(.)__hd"to & 2 : : .l e . o Floral hOtSpOtS

attract wildlife
: 1 enjoyed your feature Wildflower
wonders (January issue) and

H wanted to tell you of other floral
Out of the rubble, into bloom soms Texas i early scmmer
We had a lovely garden when we has been fully restored, and with displays the legacy of Lady Bird
moved into our new home but, the addition of a lovely wildlife Johnson, a former First Lady
unfortunately, when the other half pond that's home to a couple of whose love of wildflowers
wanted a workshop, it got wrecked frogs, a toad and numerous newts. resulted in legislation preserving
by building work. Two years later it Claire Osborne, Peterborough them. Also worth a visit is

Northern Ireland, with its coastal

bluffs covered in thrift, woodlands
- H full of jewel-like flowers and rocky

Un seasonable Caterplllars outcrops swathed in wild heather.
Amy Kelly, Northern Ireland

Among the natural-world visitors
to my garden, | was surprised to see
cabbage white caterpillars in
January. Is this normal for Norfolk?
Kathryn Moore, by email

OUR APOLOGIES AND A CORRECTION
HERE ARE THE CORRECT SOLUTIONS TO THE FEBRUARY ISSUE CROSSWORD

FEBRUARY SOLUTIONS
Bugman Jones says No, this is
unusual. Normally there are two
broods of the large white that all
pupate and overwinter in the
chrysalis stage, but occasionally
there’s a third generation in
September. | think these are third

|eAoy gL sdiny ZL [auuny S| SuluaAl
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MARCH SOLUTIONS - see page 156 for puzzle

Winter retreat

Meet our regular visitor — during
the winter months this hedgehog
hibernates in an upturned broken
chimenea, full of dried leaves and

We award National Garden Gift Vouchers for all published
letters: £50 for a makeover, £25 for a letter and photo, and
¥ £10 for a letter. We are unable to return photos. If sending
digital photos, make sure they are taken on the camera’s
o highest image resolution setting. We can’t give individual
wood. How privileged Wej\ I replies and we reserve the right to edit letters. National Garden Gift Vouchers
| Wendy and Mike Brown, can be bought and redeemed at more than 2,000 outlets in the UK, with more
Devon than 90,000 plants and products on offer. Visit thevouchergarden.co.uk
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gardeners’ puzzle

Crossword Gardeners’

Put down your trowel, pick up a pen and

WOI‘ICI magazine

Issue number 313

exercise those brain muscles instead. ..

PHONE For all enquiries call 020 7150 5700

'.ﬂ = (please note that we do not offer a garden advisory service)
For practical gardening advice, log on to gardenersworld.com
Magazine slipcases £9.95 incl. postage Call 0844 848 9707

.6 .

EMAIL Subscription enquiries: gardeners.world@servicehelpline.co.uk
Editorial enquiries: magazine@gardenersworld.com

Reader offer enquiries: offers@gardenersworld.com
Website enquiries: website@gardenersworld.com

POST Subscription enquiries: BBC Gardeners’ World Magazine, Building 800,

@ Guillat Avenue, Kent Science Park, Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 8GU
General enquiries: BBC Gardeners’ World Magazine, Immediate Media
Co Ltd, 5th Floor, Vineyard House, 44 Brook Green, London Wé 7BT

Editor Lucy Hall
Deputy Editor Kevin Smith
Chief Sub/Production Editor John Perkins
Associate Editor David Hurrion

Editorial
Gardening Editor Emma Crawforth Features Editor Catherine Mansley
Sub-editors Shirley Accini, Carol Cooper

Contributing Editor (wildlife) Kate Bradbury
Picture Editor Sarah Edwards Editorial Administrator Michelle Allwood

Art

Art Director Guy Bennington Art Editor Nikki Fabris Deputy Art Editor Andrew Ellis
Reprographics Technicians Andrew Herne, Robert James

ACROSS
1 A good month to plant soft
fruits, such as new __ canes (9)

7 Describes soil with a pH
value below 7.0 (4)

8'__deYoung' is a moss rose
with highly scented blooms (5)

9 The seed-bearing head
of a cereal plant (3)

10 ‘Purple __"is a striking variety
of allium (4)

11 The male organs of
a flower (7)

13 __peas can be sown
now in deep pots (5)

16 Common name for
Galega (5, 3)

19 ‘__ of night’ is a popular
variety of 17 down (5)

20 RHS flagship garden in
the heart of Surrey (6)

21 Eranthis hyemalis is also
known as winter __ (7)

22 Female part of a flower,
consisting of a style, stigma
and ovary (6)

23 Sweet, fleshy fruit of

a 12 down tree, popular
as a chutney (5)

With thanks to Neil Darby, Jean Postle

gardenersworld.com
Website Editor Daniel Haynes Content Producers Rory Glanville, Naomi Jones
Contributing Editor Veronica Peerless Community Manager Nora Wallaya
Picture Editor Sarah Edwards

Editorial Advisors
Executive Producer, Gardeners’ World, Bristol NHU Paolo Proto
DOWN Executive Editor, Features BBC Bristol Robi Dutta
1 Protect pots from s|ugs and Rosie Atkins, Fergus Garrett
snails by adding copper __ (5) Advertising
ADVERTISING ENQUIRIES: 020 7150 5092
2 Feather grass is a popular Ad Director Carla Pearse Group Advertising Manager Stelios Marcou
R Print Sales Group Head Mark Read
name for this plant genus (5) Senior Cross Media Executive Mike Konig
; Cross Media Executives James Adams & Aimee Vince
3 Plant strawberry runners in Senior Inserts Executive Harry Rowland
hanging __in the greenhouse Classifed Sales Executive Teju Ojerinola
- NORTHERN AGENCY SALES: Advertising Director David Downs 0161 209 3626
for an early-summer crop (7) Regional Business Development Managers Paula Malone 0161 209 3633
. and Liane Birchall 0161 209 3628
4 Tall, grass-like and found Direct Business Development Manager Richard Burns 0161 209 3627
in wet or marshy ground (5) BBC GARDENERS' WORLD LIVE Steven Winton 020 3405 4285
i Publishing and Marketing
5 Common name for Achillea (6) Publishing Director Dominic Murray Assistant to Publishing Director Emma Bales
i i Senior Mail Order Marketing Manager Helen Riley
6 Time to lift and _ congested Promotions Manager Emma Davis Marketing Executive Rita Baptiste
border plants (6) Management Accountant Katy Starr
12 Describes plants from regions Production and Advertisement Services
R . Head of Production & Ad Services Sharon Thompson Snr Production Controller Lee Spencer
with a hot, steamy climate (8) Ad Services/Display Sarah Barker Ad Services/Classified Chris Softly

Inserts Co-ordinators Sandra Da-Costa, Lee Spencer

13 Genus of tall, fast-growing R R
; : irculation and Subscriptions
trees from California (7) Direct Marketing Manager Natalie London
; Trade Marketing Director Martin Hoskins Newstrade Marketing Manager Charlotte Watts
14 Oenqthera is better known Basic annual rate 12 issues: UK £51; Europe and Republic of Ireland £67; rest of world £80
as __ primrose (7)

CONTENT SYNDICATION ENQUIRIES Tim Hudson: tim.hudson@immediate.co.uk
15 Use __ cloches to warm Management

r for earl win Group Managing Director Julie Harris
beds, ready for early sowings (6) CEO Tom Bureau

17 These colourful bulbous

ials brigh h
s 1 o

18 Magnolla —Star opens its BBC Gard ‘ World M ine i blished by I diate Media C: London Ltd
: ardeners’ World Magazine is published by Immediate Media Company London
fragrant, white blooms around under licence from BBC Worldwide, which helps fund new BBC programmes
about now (5) _ ) ) .
We abide by IPSO's rules and regulations. To give feedback about our magazines, please
visit immediate.co.uk, email editorialcomplaints@immediate.co.uk, or write to
Katherine Conlon, Immediate Media Co., Vineyard House, 44 Brook Green, London Wé 7BT

BBC Worldwide Director of Editorial Governance Nick Brett
Director of Consumer Products and Publishing Andrew Moultrie
Head of UK Publishing Chris Kerwin Publisher, NPD and Magazines Mandy Thwaites
UK Publishing Coordinator Eva Abramik
email: uk.publishing@bbc.com web: www.bbcworldwide.com/uk--anz/ukpublishing.aspx
ISSN 0961-7477. Copyright © Immediate Media Company London Ltd 2017. All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or part prohibited without
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by Wyndeham Roche Ltd. Distribution by Frontiine, Peterborough. Reproduction in any manner, in whole or part, in English or other languages, is prohibited.
This work may not be photocopied or otherwise reproduced within the terms of any licence granted by the Copyright Licensing Agency Ltd or the

The solution to this crossword can Publishers’ Licensing Society Ltd. The publisher cannot accept responsibility for errors in articles or advertisements, or for

unsolicited manuscripts, photographs or illustrations. Dates and prices are correct at time of going to press. Views expressed
are not necessarily those of the publisher. Immediate Media Company London Ltd is a registered data user whose entries in the
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Subscribe to BBC Gardeners’ World Magazine and save 47%.
paying just £29.99 for 12 issues. That's less than £2.50 an Less than
issue compared to the usual shop price of £4.75 £2.50

per issue

(usual shop
price £4.75)

© FREESEEDS

{ WITH YOUR ISSUE *

. Cherrytomato |
. &lceberg lettuce
. Tumtopagel08 .-

Pots for

PR

o MONTY shares his sowing secrets

e ALAN's tips for ‘greener” grass

e JOE helps create your dream patio

o CAROL rates the best summer bulbs

PLUS Winagreenhouse!

www.buysubscriptions.com/GWSP317

1This offer is only open to new UK customers subscribing to BBC Gardeners’ World Magazine. You will pay £29.99 for 12 issues — saving 47% on the usual shop price, your subscription will then continue at
the rate of £45.60 - still saving 20%. The closing date for this offer is 24 March 2017. You may cancel at any time and receive a full refund on any outstanding issues by contacting your bank or building society.
Written confirmation may also be required. Prices are discounted from the full UK subscription price and include P & P. Standard UK subscription price is £57, Europe and Republic of Ireland is £67and Rest of
the World is £80. *Calls will cost 7p per minute plus your telephone company’s access charge. Please note enquiry lines are open 9am-6pm.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

LARGEST RANGE OF
PLANT SUPPORTS

Props for Peonies:

Peonies produce huge and beautiful heads on slim
and wind-vulnerable stems. They need support, we
suggest using good-looking 'Peony Cones' which are
1m high in a natural rustic finish. The Cones also add
architectural interest over the winter months. For full
range visit the website.Proud to be a totally British
manufacturer of Plant Supports.
www.plantsupports.co.uk

Tel:01584 781578 Facebook: plantsupportsuk
Twitter @plantsupportsuk

Peony cone shown here £22.94

THE PERFECT COMPANION
AWALKER FROM UNISCAN

Whetherit's awalk in the park, a day out with friends/family,
shopping or tending your garden, a quality hand-made - British
designed and manufactured - walking frame

from Uniscan will become your constant

companion. A Uniscan walker can help you

stay fit and active while helping you maintain

your independence.

For a free brochure click or call:-
www.uniscan-walkers.co.uk

Tel: 01268 419 288

THE EVEREDGE
GARDEN RING

A pre-formed steel ring designed to be easily installed around trees and shrubs
to protect the plants from

the rigours of everyday

maintenance. Available in a

variety of sizes and colours, the

EverEdge Garden Ring is the

perfect addition to any garden.

01453731717

enquiries@everedge.co.uk

www.everedge.co.uk

EVEREDGE
GARDEN EDGING

Made in the UK from galvamsed steel, EverEdge garden edging is incredibly
' versatile and is ideal for edging
lawns and flowerbeds. It comes

in a choice of sizes and colours

to suit almost any design. The

edging is made from tough

- steelforalong life but s flexible

enough to form curves and

shapes.

01453731717

enquiries@everedge.co.uk
www.everedge.co.uk

MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR
GARDEN ALLYEAR ROUND

Enjoy your garden throughout the year, whatever the weather, with a stylish Eden
Veranda. With accessories such as heating and lighting, you can spend more time
‘outdoors’ in comfort.

To benefit from up to 25%

discount visit

www.edenverandas.co.uk

or call 0800 107 2727

and quote code GW22/02

Terms & conditions apply, see

website for details.

REMIN
VOLCANIC ROCK DUST

for fertile soil and compost!

As described by convert Moira Davidson, "It's like

¥ adding a HUGE VITAMIN PILLto my garden.” Users find
organically approved REMIN, with it's wide range of
natural minerals and trace elements, improves yield
and flavour and helps combat pests and diseases. As a
top dressing, mixed with compost and added to your
compost heap - let this ancient Scottish volcanic rock
dust work it's magic in your garden!
jennifer@reminscotland.com

Tel. 01330 820914

www.reminscotland.com

PERFECT ALPACA SOCKS
FOR GARDENERS

Treat your feet to gorgeous

alpaca socks from Perilla;
walking socks are perfect for
gardeners. Alpaca fibre is as

soft as cashmere but far more
hardwearing. The palette of
colours includes natural colours

_ of sedge green and mulberry to
- vibrant tones of raspberry and
burnt orange.
perilla.co.uk

01886 853 615

COMFORT WITH STYLE
LEATHER MULES

Asmall family business offering high

quality leather mules in two styles

(one suitable for a wider foot), and

seven colours. Perfect forindoor and

outdoor wear. An arch support is an

integral feature helping to create

additional comfort.

We offer sizes 2-14 (35-49)

Prices £46.00 & £50.00

R with £5.00 P&P
WWW. themulecompany co.uk Tel: 01364 652028




CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE
WWW BRIGIDFOLEY.CO.UK

(Established 1973)

Sit back and relax browsing our wonderful diverse
web site, packed full of exciting items of clothing,
jewellery, accessories, bags and even a small amount
of homeware! We have a extensive range including
Masai, Adini, Robell, Just White and some very
exclusive designers ... something for everyone!
Order online at www.brigidfoley.co.uk

Email info@brigidfoley.co.uk

HARRIS DRYBOOT
GARDEN IN COMFORT

The original all purpose, all weather, all terrain, waterproof boot. Top quality natural
rubber with padded cotton/jersey lining for supreme all-day comfort. Reinforced
insole for heavy digging. Washable and quick drying.

After 60 years in production, the Dryboot is well

proven as a sturdy, reliable gardening boot and a

perfect alternative to a cumbersome knee length

welly. Available in sizes 3-12. Still only £59.99.

To place an order,

visit our secure shop at:

B www.thedrybootcompany.com

- or call 07974 977112

LOBSTER POT
GROW—TH ROUGH
t SUPPORTS

Leander’s beautiful Lobster Pots in
rusted iron make perfect grow-
through supports for peonies,

poppies and other unruly plants,

and now is the ideal time to get

them in place. They are also very

: useful in Winter over a delicate
- plant, stuffed with straw or bracken.
Leander's complete rusted iron

range includes supports for
perennials, roses, shrubs and

climbers.

They will blend beautifully with

your plants, and will need no

further treatment (apart from the
British weather) and are, of course,
asstrong as iron!

All products are made in England.

www.leanderplantsupports.co.uk tel. 01773 550495
Lobster Pot prices 2017

Small 660mm high £44.50
Medium 900mm high £72.50
Giant 1200mm high £98.50
Tall 1750mm high £125.00

STRULCH - THE MINERALISED
STRAW MULCH

for organic gardening with slug

and snail deterrent

Strulch stops weeds by blocking

out the light. Itis light and easy to

use, looks good and lasts for up to

2 years. It can be used anywhere in

the garden and will improve sandy

and clay soils. The texture of the

mulch together with the embedded
minerals deters slugs and snails.

Tel: 01943 863610 www.strulch.co.uk
Available in bulk and from our stockists - www.facebook.com/strulch

THE SAFEST WAY TO
ENJOY A PROPER BATH

«y Bathmate's Magic Air-cushion from Nationwide Mobility is the safest,
simplest way to enjoy a proper bath. It suits most baths and there's

no installation required! Order now and benefit from a free £50

Marks and Spencer voucher.

- Simply quote code 76098 when you visit

& www.nationwide-mobility.co.uk or call 0800 072 9898

| Terms & conditions apply, see website for details.

QUALITY OUTDOOR
FURNITURE

PIGGYGARDEN offers an extensive collection of quality garden furniture ranging
. from traditional teak to
contemporary funiture.

Pictured is a 6ft teak bench, one

of awider range of benches

available.

To view our full range visit
www.piggygarden.co.uk or
telephone our

dedicated sales team on
03330112313

WINDERMERE
LAKE HOLIDAYS

Self-catering apartments in a unique location
on the shore of Lake Windermere with stunning
views of the lake and fells.

Superb base for enjoying the area or for just
doing nothing.

Short breaks are available all year round.

Price includes the use of a rowboat and leisure
club membership ata local spa hotel.

Sleeps 2-6.

www.lakewindermere.net email@lakewindermere.net
tel. 015394 43415
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Dimensions: Base width 1918mm (6ft3);
Length 2538mm (8ft3);

Eaves Height 1316mm (4ft3);

Ridge Height 2015mm (6ft7); Door width
620mm (2ft); Door Height 1717mm (5ft7).

10 YEAR GUARANTEE

ON FRAME AND METAL BASES

10% DEPOSIT

Full payment on delivery. Greenhouse
can be held in stock for up to a year

LOWEST PRICES

We'll beat any cheaper prices by £10
for the same greenhouse.

Phone our Order/Help Iine (Open 7 days a week 9am to 5pm)

ETienhouse 0800 083 9354 ORDER ONLINE
A www.greenhousepeople.co.uk

Write to: The Greenhouse People Lid., Dept. GW5, FREEPOST NAT13224, Cresswell, Stoke-on-Trent, ST11 9BR.

People
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Superior Green Powder
Coated Finish with Whole Sheet
Toughened Safety Glass
___———@ Galvanized Metal Base
® 2 x Automatic Roof Vents

® Louvre Side Vent @ 10 Year Guarantee
Comprehensive, Easy to Follow Instructions

ol

L 1st April 2017.Don’t miss out!

SEE ENCLOSED
SALE CATALOGUE

**extended offer**

Due to demand, we have
extended our half price offers
featured in the catalogue
enclosed with this issue until

===

D QUF J AR

THE CLASSIC
Rigid Aluminium
Greenhouse

6'x8’

RRP £1264
Clearance Price Just

1 £599

+ Delivery

Our Best Selling

Standard Greenhouse

with Superior Green

Powder Coated Finish

and Whole Sheet Safety Glass.

With room for staging and shelving, this
impressive, best selling greenhouse is an ideal
introduction to greenhouse gardening and
perfect for those with restricted garden space.
High grade specifications

Superbly engineered from top to bottom, the
Classic 6'x 8’ greenhouse features toughened
safety glass in whole sheets, not small panes, to
eliminate the build up of unsightly, light
restricting algae. Box section corner bars, gutters
and ridge ensure excellent structural performance
in high winds. Other top quality fittings include;
automatic roof vents, louvre side vent, easy glide
door bearings, draught excluders and high grade,
stainless steel glazing clips.

Offer includes FREE galvanized metal base
No need for the time consuming and potentially
expensive construction of a brick plinth. This
amazing greenhouse offer even includes a sturdy,
galvanized metal base to position directly onto
your base slabs or soil. Upgrade to a powder
coated green base plinth for just £59.

A family firm with over 20 years experience
Buying a greenhouse can be confusing with so
many choices on offer.The design of the
aluminium on this Classic Greenhouse is as
strong as any other greenhouse in the sub £1000
range. If you are looking for a quality greenhouse
with guaranteed price, you can't afford to miss
this clearance offer.

Delivered to your door by our own drivers
Safe delivery England and Wales £39 - for other
areas please call for price. Easy to follow, self
assembly instructions are provided with every
greenhouse. If you would prefer your
greenhouse professionally assembled, we will
help you contact one of our approved installers
in your area.

FREE qualipy

heater y
B With every |
Breenhousn *VerY |

Visit our Strawberry Garden Centre show site at Stone Road (B5027), Bramshall, near Uttoxeter, Staffordshire, ST14 5BE. Open 7 days a week, 9am — 5pm.
Tel 01889 567977. Over 30 of our top selling greenhouses on display.

To advertise in the classified section call 020 7150 5055




S P E C I A L O F F E STAGING, SHELVING & EASY INSTALL METAL BASE INCLUDED
WITH ALL ESSENTIAL RANGE GREENHOUSES

T H E E S S E N T | A L R A N G E If spending time in your garden is your idea of fun then the “
; addition of an Essential Range greenhouse from Gabriel Ash [
- g g éj/ G A B R | E I_ A S H will make it even more enjoyable. Made from the same quality ] /

2y
' Western Red Cedar as our RHS and Classic Ranges, with 0[]

aluminium gutters and door runners, plus an easy to install
base our Essential Range makes the perfect greenhouse package. = 1

Aluminium Low Roof Easy Install
Guttering Threshold Vents Metal Base

PLUS Toughened Safety Glass throughout
PEFC Certified Western Red Cedar
@ Aluminium Door Runner @ Hasp & Staple Lockable Door
@ Roof Vents & Side Vents @ Stainless Steel Screws
@ Pre-Drilled for Ease of Construction

The only Royal
P greenhouses gig(rgfuhura\
ety
v ~ endorsed by
arn the RHS

MADE IN BRITAIN Sharing the best in Gardening

FOR INFORMATION cALL 01829 271 8900R visiT

www.gabrielash.com

OQQ ked er For The Serious

OO0 greenhouse Gardener

Proven to withstand wind speeds of 140mph

We are not a poly tunnel or glasshouse company, but designers and

manufactures of the proven, next generation growing environments.

10 Year Guarantee Against UV Degradation

+ Safe superior growing environment, no shadows

» Unigue bubble cladding giving excellent heat retention

» Ventilation systems perfect for healthy plant growth

» Resistant against extreme weather conditions

» The strongest and warmest greenhouses for the serious gardener
« Excellent light transmission

* Low Maintenance

+ Can be extended

» Available in a wide range of sizes

THE HOME OF QUALITY GARDEN FURNITURE
Keder Greenhouses Limited - Get the Bridgman 2017 catalogue for the UK’s largest range of
Newtown, Offenham, Evesham, Worcestershire WR11 8RZ quality garden furniture, featuring exclusive waterproof cushions.

t: +44 (0) 1386 49094  sales@kedergreenhouse.co.uk
www.kedergreenhouse.co.uk @KederGreenhouse Call: 0208 804 7474 Visit: www.bridgman.co.uk




MARKETPLACE

GARDEN MARKET

The Perfect Gift _ : 3 :
m Greenhouses designed...

Digging made easy

. « with the Backsaver
Autospade

Dig from a standing
position: no need to
bend to lift and turn
the soil.

Dig up to twice as
@ fast and without the
strain on your back.

o Twice the speed
¢ No back strain
¢ Less effort
Backsaver Garden Tools Ltd, Leeds
Tel: 01943 870486

Made for you
by

G rug CMakers ' dovetﬁil
greenhouses

Or call 01323 440452 for 10% Discount

1 » Toughened safety glass
ACCESS « Extra strong aluminium
Ga‘if‘fﬂeﬂ Products » Mist watering system

 Adjustable shelving

Veterinary formulated health products for wildlife
Contact us for our wildlife leaflet

or visit the website for lots of useful information : Call for a FREE
. o 40 page brochure 0800 298 6284
www.vetark.co.uk 'Il:',eol %?(9%%-mz%hlegtei:{fg(%vgtagrls(%o uk Ref: GWC1709, FREEPOST Crick, Northampton NN6 7XS www.garden-products.co.uk

[ ]
@cws, 4‘ greenhouse
o /////////,,,, cA ‘@ sensation I Opo

‘Va,%//////y Heated propagator

LABX»

I WOoOoD

NATURALLY BEAUTIFUL

Made in Britain from organic, sustainably sourced timber. Create beautiful,
strong and long lasting planters for your garden; in any shape or size from our
lightweight and easy to assemble BlocX.

ecision
ey

BAYLISS |

The Bayliss range of Autovents opens™ ¥
and closes greenhouse vents automatically
without the need for electricity by using
the warmth of the sun.

e BRITISH MADE
* GUARANTEED FOR 2 YEARS
e CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

BAYLISS PRECISION
" COMPONENTS LTD

15 YEARS INST/fIf\TlON M?EN QuicK FREE DESIGN Dept BGW, Airfield Ind., Est.
GUARANTEE SERVICE THE UK SEASY SERVICE Ashbourne, Derbyshire bEb THA- =k
Telephone or write for FREE BROCHURE - ,_

www.WoodBlocX.couk | EETETIT

To advertise in the classified section call 020 7150 5055
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= rhinogreenhouses.co.uk

8 -

tTrr  RHINO
Ll
n-'.l!fﬂ i :
'| .fg?T-l .‘;y.m
15 -
For an exclusive extra discount off our SALE prices

Please quote GW16. Cannot be used with any other offer,

o

ary
0N

Manufacturers of High Quality

British Hand Made Cedar Greenhouses,

Garden Buildings and Coldframes.
For more information
Call: 01889 562 610
or

Visit: www.woodpecker-joinery.co.uk

Bay Tr 1
colours are all designed to complement your
gard ith a Rhino, however beauty Is far
more than skin deep!

mporary

Thanks to Its class |eading features and
ventil your plants will really thrive, making
gardening Ina Rhino such a joy.

Rhinos are safe and very strong. The 4mm

taugt d glass will protect you and your-family.
A Rhino will also protect your bank balance,
being around half the price of similar quality
greenhouses because we sell direct from our UK
factory!

Pay us a visit, In person or online to see what all
the fuss Is about,

Woodpecker Joinery (uk)nd
“Putting the Cedar

back into Greenhouses”
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THE BEST PROTECTION FROM

The Gubbins
Bag

The tough, trusty
container for your
small garden

tools —

6 colours

available

A great Easter
present

SLUGS AND SNAILS

Contact Heather on
01425 616737
07778103335
twiggyj@hotmail.co.uk

TWO Wests & Elliott Established since 1975
Quality Equipment for Greenhouse and Garden

We stock a massive range of products with many exclusive to us including Cloches * Cold Frames *
Heaters © Insulation * Plant Pots * Fruit Cages * Polytunnels ¢ Plant Supports * Greenhouses * Raised Beds
Greenhouse Benches * Timber Sheds ¢ Propagators e Lighting © Greenhouse Shelving * Garden Arches * etc.

T n A

products. All made by hand to the highest standards, we also offer a custom build service,

Over the 42 years we've been in business we have developed our own range of top quality m
where our skilled craftsmen can make a special size or unique design for a perfect fit. 5

Oesign

FITTED
WITH CARE AND EXPERTISE

SOLUX UK
| www.soluxuk.com |

www.roluxuk.com

SMITHS

f the Forest of Dean Ltd.

Greenhouse
BI"OChUFQS The Tank and Drum Experts
N . Rainsavers, IBCs, Water Butts, Hoses,

ﬁ e ]
N Taps and Fittings.
ey P &

Staging, Shelving, Seed Tray
Racks, Potting Units,

Greenhouse Package Deals Buy from stock. Visit us to collect or same

day dispatch with nationwide delivery.
Call:- 01623 443331

or Visit www.smdd.co.uk

www.greenhousesrus.co.uk or call on 01594 833308

\
3
.

“insfqm fi”

www.clipnhang.com )
" drifing

View our range of “instant fit" hanging basket, %
pot holder and bird feeder brackets for:- —
Concrete/Wooden Fence Post - Fence - Trellis - Drainpipe

2 for £17.99
incl. postage

2 for £14.49
incl. postage

2 for £17.49
incl. postage

2 for £24.99
incl. postage

Buy online or telephone 01268 544 003

Quality outdoor living with Nationwide
CELEBRATING OVER 27 YEARS AS THE NATION’S NO.1 HOME IMPROVER

!

SALE NOW ON!
SEE OUR EXTENSIVE RANGE ONLINE

Nationwide Verandas are designed to provide a stylish &
practical area to enjoy outdoor living whatever the weather

BUY NOW, PAY LATER’

*Credit is subject to application and status. Written details on request.
0% APR for 12 months then 17.9% APR representative. Fees may apply.

ornooigaion  wiven 0000 825 0532

design consultation or visit us online at www.nationwideltd.co.uk

NATIONWIDE
EZ5E INNOVATIONS

To advertise in the classified section call 020 7150 5055
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GROW MORE AND EXTEND YOUR SEASON WITH THIS
BRASSICA/VEGETABLE TUNNEL

WALK-IN

PREVENTS SLUGS AND SNAILS FROM ENTERING
. ALLOWS RAIN AND SUN TO PENETRATE
BASENEEDED (FIXES IN SOFT EARTH)
SMANTLED AND REPOSTIONED
"« PROTECTS AGAINST PIGEONS
+ EASILY STORED WHEN NOT IN USE

« PROTECTS AGAINST CABBAGE
WHITE BUTTERFLIES/CATERPILLERS

« EASY TO ERECT « EASY WEEDING
« EASY WATERING

. ALLOWS AIR TO CIRCULATE AND AT THE
w MASSACREL 3\ \(E TIME PROTECTS FROM STRONG WINDS

Pstibsutiiciudl  BUY DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER,
NOT AVAILABLE IN ANY RETAIL OUTLET

weight, durable, heavy duty
PVC tube and is covered in
afine, heavy duty netting, Standard width 3.5m - height 1.9m approx 6’3", 3m - £160
which means it is able to 4m - £185, 5m - £215, 6m - £245, Tm - £269, 8m - £299, Im - £329
withstand very strong winds (plus postage) OTHER SIZES AVAILABLE ON REQUEST
and harsh conditions.

.walk-inwonderwall.co.uk

FPA‘Unique, innovative and organic solution to most of your problems

CONTACT US WITH YOUR ENQUIRIES TEL: 01543 677531

OR VISIT WWW.WALK-INWONDERWALL.CO.UK

KNOWLE NETS

Fruit & Vegetable Cages - Polytunnels - Cloches - Pond Nets -
Poultry Nets - Garden Netting

FREE CATALOGUE & SAMPLES: 01308 424342

info@knowlenets.co.uk www.knowlenets.co.uk

PREMIER
POLYTUNNELS

Enjoy the
outside,
inside

www.premierpolytunnels.co.uk
01282 811250

ere Anchors on Concrete Posts & Easy Trelllsm\

-

Wire Anchor

Quick & Easy Solution to fix wires to concrete posts
No drilling — simply clamp 2 halves together

Two sizes to fit most posts

Internal/External Corners, End Brackets, Pot Holders
Main stockist of Gripple Trellising System
FREE UK DELIVERY

Rivelin Glen Products
www.rivelinglenproducts.co.uk
info@rivelinglenproducts.co.uk

Tel: 01246 851777

Wire Anchor fitted with
Gripple system

J

2YEAR

GUARANTEE

agm The ONLY
Rl Cat Deterrent

tested and approved by the RSPB

Protect birds
and gardens
from cats

all year round

For FREE brochure and
friendly impartial advice

E$01438 727183

A LA
7 N

Additional deterrents available to deter
Foxes, Mice, and Pine Martens
www.conceptresearch.co.uk

Dog urine killing -

Green Peez herbalremedy | Visyem ‘
prevents brown patches on %REEN PEE!
the lawn caused by dog urine. [“&=. m«m“‘.
Add to food daily. 100% natural, safe 'E;w,

e

To advertise in the classified section call 020 7150 5055
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CONSERVATORY T0O
COLD IN WINTER AND
TOO HOT IN SUMMER?

TN

Ferryman
Polytunnels Ltd

Quality Polytunnels for Gardens,
Allotments and Commercial.
Replacement Covers

Garden labels* Markers - Twines-Ties

The

... Essentials
\ CYmpany

.Labelling solutions include
< Wooden +Slate ¢ Aluminium  Scratch-on ¢ Plastic
A T-labels* Angled-head ¢ Blackboard * Paint markers
Pense Jute Twines- Flexi-tie and much, much more

Free Brochure and Advice
01363 84948
www.ferrymanpolytunnels.co.uk
Ferryman Polytunnels, Westleigh,
Morchard Road, EX17 5LS

theessentialscompany.co.uk
01953 797 227

N

/*CONSERVATORY
/___ROOF INSULATORS 170

TURN YOUR CONSERVATORY INTO [~ 3 NetworkRail
A STUNNING ROOM USABLE z :

365 DAYS A YEAR, Y 7 R Pop the
Our internally fitted, insulated k@tﬁ]l@ Ol

system is a great alternative to
«50_much more

having a new solid roof fitted b [ A ted
UP TO 70% CHEAPER Largest range han a raised bac

e of greenhouses

THAN A NEW TILED ROOF W iNationwide

ilt 10 YEAR GUARANTEE" o i the im:rta'c.:lil:).iyr sensible

: ;qulll “Insurance backed I . { greenhouse company

CALL NOW FOR A FREE BROCHURE call 0800 9804732 for expert advice

0800 7 72 32 72 www.isgreenhouses.co.uk
enquiries@isgreenhouses.co.uk

www.comfyconservatories.co.uk Plaisters Green North Somerset BS40 8BH

Recycled materials direct from the UK’s railways.

How have you used your recycled rail materials?
Email your photos to railwayrecycling@networkrail.co.uk

Includes
FREE

feeder
worth

£6.95

Thesmart way to feed garden birds
~ Calorie ﬁcﬁL Flutter Butter now comes in new Pods for the easiest way
* to serve this wholesome wonder food. Packed with body-building

protein and naturally low in salt, this peanut butter for birds is
formulated to boost winter survival rates.

Flutter Butter™ Feeder (, =
Pod simply twists in-
no messy hands.

JUST £8.99* for 6 Pods e
with FREE FEEDER WORTH £6.95 o §

AT | -
Try new Flutter Butter Pods today ESEDey e Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms
. . | e livingwithbirds.com/pods i
and get this
| ¢ 0800 072 0130
FREE Flutter Butter Feeder | @ Send this order form to FREEPOST RTIL-YTRAYZTK,  Postcode Telep
Jacobi ]ayne & CO, Herne Bay CTé6 7|_Q E I Will only be used in case of delivery difficulties.
WOI"th £6-95 | Quote code 93KN when ordering online or by phone -mal PAYMENT METHOD
t de 93KN to receive your FREE Flutter Butter Feeder
QLIO € code | ay Price Totl 0 I enclose a cheque/PO for £ I:] made payable to Jacobi Jayne & Company.
| Flutter Butter” Pods, Pack of 6 £8.99 9 Please debit my card (Visa/Visa Debit/Mastercard/Maestro) by the above amount.
| Flutter Butter” Pods, Pack of 18 £24.99 Card Number | | ‘ ‘ | | ‘ ‘ | | | ‘ | | | | | | | |
L JISE E:il:;Ii:t::uii:e;ee:: wilhiore: ::E;s FREE | Expires| /| IssueNo[ | | CVeode[ ] | mﬁfu?'fa"fdolm,he_, GG
Flutter Butter” Pod . | [postapacing 90 | ;90 | Signature | @& Livi ng
No fuss, no mess: swap empty Pods in seconds. | s B d
* plus P&P Grand total D Tick this box if you don't want to receive mailings from anyone other than us. = l r S

To advertise in the classified section call 020 71
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NATURAL SLATE
HOUSE SIGNS

Solid slabs of slate, engraved to order
in our Cornwall workshop.

You can also
design your sign online at...

www.housesignsonline.co.uk

MELROSE
SKINCARE

Made by Roberts & Sheppey (Melrose) Lid. Est 1880

18G MULTI-PURPOSE
SKINCARE STICK

SOOTHES DRY SKIN, SORE LIPS
AND PAINFUL CRACKED HEELS

Enquire af your supermarket ‘In-House Pharmacy”
or your local chemists pharmacy department.

£3.20

MELROSE advertised in Chemist & Druggist Price List.
Pip code 0146449 or for AAH, MEL 1008

| anic Plants
Organic peat-free
vegetable plants

Vegetable, Salad, Strawberry & Flowers
Mall Order, Nursery Shop & Wholesale

www.organicplants.co.uk

Delfland Nurseries Ltd * 01354 740553

LAKESIDE RETIREMENT VILLAGE
Flats for Sale - £155k to £235k

Extensive Private Grounds = Allotments = Direct
Access to 140 Acre Heathland = Restaurant = 24h
Emergency Call = Social Programme = Pets Welcome

Just 38 minute train ride from Central London to
local Ashford train station.

Limited ground floor with private terraces remaining.

Lakeside Village, Chapel Road, Hothfield,
Ashford, Kent, TN25 4LN

Tel. 01233 713546
www.LakesideLiving.co.uk
info@LakesideLiving.co.uk

SCOTTISHSLATEGIFT

HIGH QUALITY SLATE HOUSE SIGNS

Traditionally hand made in a small artisan workshop
in the Scottish Borders

01835 824 529 / wwwi.scottishslategift.co.uk

the walnut®tree co.

We are the leading suppliers of quality walnut,

sweet chestnut, almond and Kentish cobnut
trees and give specialist advice for the garden,
orchard,forest and amenities/landscape uses.
The best selections are available for the fruit
or the timber businesses.
Please contact Alexander W. J. Hunt.

www.kentishcobnuts.com
01732 882734
awjhunt@btconnect.com
www.walnuttrees.co.uk

=2, STREPTOCARPUS

Achimenes, Begonias, Coleus, Saint Paulias
and unusual houseplants
1) 2017 MAIL ORDER
¥ CATALOGUE NOW
AVAILABLE
For your free colour copy please telephone or write to:
DIBLEYS NURSERIES, Dept W1, Llanelidan,
Ruthin, North Wales, LL15 2LG
Tel: 01978 790677

www.dibleys.com

PR
|
|

[FDJ:J it
4 Trees

019205 841587

www.walcotnursery.co.uk

Call: 01255 830181
or visit: www.kenmuir.co.uk
to request your

FREE brochure
Please quote GW17MA

Abbey Country
CGardens

FAMILY NURSERY BUSINESS - EST 1963

Single Snowdrops

£9.00 per 100 £40.00 per 500 £70.00 per 1000
Double Snowdrops  £14.50 per 100 £65.00 per 500 £120.00 per 1000
Aconites £8.00 per 50 £15.00 per 100
English Bluebells £14.00 per 100  £60.00 per 500 £110.00 per 1000
Snowflake Gravity Giant £10.50 per 15
Wild Garlic £15.00 per 100  £70.00 per 500

Lobularis Lent Lilly (wild daff)
Wood Anemone £15.00 per 100

Large Flowering Crocus £5.00 per 50  £9.00 per 100
(Blue, White, Yellow, Purple, Striped, Mixed)

All orders over £50 receive 50 free mixed crocus
Please add £2.95 towards P&P =
b

All major debit and credit cards accepted
Cheques made payable to: Abbey Country Gardens
Abbey Country Gardens, Little Eastfield Barn, Lynn Road,
Wisbech, Cambs PE14 7AL

01945 464167

www.abbeycountrygardens.co.uk

£12.00 per 50 £22.00 per 100

£40.00 per 500

ViISA

ROBINSON’S VEGETABLE SEEDS
AND PLANTS
TOP OlJAL[TY NATURALLY GROWN

1 Tomatoes,
kg Beans,
Artichokes,
¥ Asparagus,
Rhubarb,
Chillies
and much more. Plus our famous
MAMMOTH ONIONS AND LEEKS.
Write, phone or email for your free 2017
catalogue

W Robinson & Son (Seeds & Plants) Ltd
Sunny Bank, Forton, Preston PR3 0BN
Tel: 01524 791210

Email info@mammothonion.co.uk
www.mammothonion.co.uk

Find us on facebook/mammothvegetables

Established and family owned since 1860

DAVID AUSTIN® RObE@

Tel: 01902 376300
www.davidaustinroses.com

7
bu}*m(‘“z_uf’éi .HC .

01622 833218

gnaturehydrangeas.co.uk

To advertise in the classified section call 020 7150 5055
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Dalmatian Cre F1

Eesen SpPECtacular
Spotted
Foxgloves

— For year on year
Flowering!

The delights of
Digitalis Dalmatian F'1

With their characteristic speckled, spotted and bell-
shaped flowers, Digitalis are stately stars of the summer
garden. Plants from the Dalmatian Series F1 are fully
hardy perennials so you can look forward to a glorious
show this year and every year thereafter! Digitalis
Dalmatian F1 grows equally well in full sun or dappled
shade in moist soil and the flower spikes will attract a
mass of pollinating insects. Sturdy and self-supporting,
they are the perfect choice for adding height to borders
or naturalised in a woodland setting.

Buy ANY 3 pAcKks
AND GET THE THIRD
PACK FREE

Delivered from mid April as robust young plants measuring
8-12cm/ 3-5in in height

First year flowering perennials

Flowers from June through to August

Height to 120cm/4ft and full instructions included

100% satsifaction Guaranteed

15 PLANTS FOR £15.90!

SAVE £2 on P&P at www woolmans.com/W17FDGW1

or ph0n9: 0845 658 9137* quotlng W17FDGW1 * cans cost 3p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge

Please post to: Woolmans W17FDGW1, Gazeley Road, Kentford, Suffolk CB8 7QB Buy ANY 3 packs and get the third FREE!

Name (Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss)

N

N NSNS

Delivery Address

Postcode

Email Address

Telephone

| enclose my cheque made payable to Woolmans. Or debit my VISA O Mastercard O
Card number: *Remember to quote your promotional code W17FDGW1 Postage & PaCking
f f f f g 8 8 8 8 B B B I 8 8 8 88 8 8 8 at the checkout to SAVE £2 on the NORMAL P&P TOTAL AMOUNT

FREE 2017 Catalogue out NOW! Woolinans

O Please send me my FREE copy.
Complete the coupon and post it to us or c d W1 7 FD Gw1
request the catalogue online 0 e
Offer subject to availability and cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer from
Woolmans. See website for terms and conditions. Credit/debit cards charged at time of

ordering. Please tick box O if you would prefer not to receive offers other than from our
company. Offer closes 30th April 2017

Valid from: Expiry date:
; ; ; ; P ; ; 3 digit Security code: : ; ; ;
(last 3 numbers on signature strip) : i i

Name on Card

Signature Date

To advertise in the classified section call 020 7150 5055
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LGNS e | TWW.EURGBULES.CO.UK
Wild flower seed, plugs & | ¥ GROWERS OF TOP QUALITY
Bulbs, Lawn seed mixes |[kiC< BULBS IN THE GREEN

. Free Catalogue 10 PLICATUS WARHAM FREE with

www.meadowmania-co.uk | & every £50 spent on bulbs and plants

) 50 100 500 1000
Freephone 0800 0854399 & | | Galanthus Single Snowdrops £5.00 £900 £40.00 £70.00
: 3 Galanthus Double Snowdrops £8.50 £15.00 £70.00 £125.00
LAWN S E E D Galanthus Elwesii Snowdrops £17.00 £28.00
@ . DT S N T & Aconite Aconite Hyemalis £8.50 £15.00 £70.00 £130.00
(e ; E e & 4 Hyacynthoides Non Scripta -
Cultivated English Bluebells £7.50 £13.00 £60.00 £115.00
( _ Galanthus Plicatus Warham £20 per 10
c P\Vysat/\thegl\};é’;\é \)Ge§ Tee stggﬁgi 2?%2’ ?;;? Snowflake Leucojum Vernum £20 per 10
bulb company Snowflake Leucojum Aestivum £18. per 25
Holmes Chapel Road, Snowflake Leucojum Gravetye-Giant  £20 per 25

Over Peover, Knutsford,
Cheshire. WA16 9RA
Tel: 0800 046 7443
sales@chrysanthemumsdirect.co.uk
2017 catalogue online NOW
or contact us, to receive your

SINGLE SNOWDROPS - lifted in small clumps for less disturbance
500+ bulbs per tray — 1 Tray £40 2 Trays £70

CYCLAMEN Grown and sold in 9cm pots
£5.90 per 3 pots £17.10 per 9 pots same variety

Cyclamen Coum Mix pink Coum Alba (white) Coum Silverleaf
Cyclamen Hedrifolium pink  Hedrifolium Alba (white) Hedrifolium Silverleaf

FREE paper copy BUlBs I the green HELLEBORUS Grown and sold in 9cm pots
The widest range available in the U.K. Summer flowering bulbs £6.10 per 3 pots £17.85 per 9 pots same variety
with over 420 varieties. Bare roof perenials NIGER ORIENTALIS LADY SERIES

www chrysanthemumsdirect.co.uk Scilla Siberica White £4 per 50 £7 per 100
Chiniodoxa Violet Beauty £4 per 50 £7 per 100
Muscari Armeniacum £4 per 50 £7 per 100
Muscari Mount Hood £6 per 50 £11 per 100
Pushkininia Libanotica £4 per 50 £7 per 100
Narcissus Pheasants Eye £15 per 50 £28 per 100
Narcissus Psuedo Narcissus Lobularis ~ £15 per 50 £28 per 100
Narcissus Baby Moon £6.50 per 50 £12.50 per 100
Narcissus Hawera £6.50 per 50 £12.50 per 100
Narcissus Tweety Bird £6.50 per 50 £12.50 per 100
Narcissus Sun Disc £6.50 per 50 £12.50 per 100
Narcissus Rip Van Winkle £6.50 per 50 £12.50 per 100
Narcissus Little Gem £6.50 per 50 £12.50 per 100
Narcissus New baby £6.50 per 50 £12.50 per 100
Narcissus Golden Bells £10.00 per 50 £19.00 per 100
Convallaris Lily of the valley £7.50 per 3 pots

Grown and sold in 9cm pots
£4.05 per 3 pots £11.90 per 9 pots all same vaiety
Echinacea Pururea  Echinacea White Swan  Echinacea Prairie Slendour
Primula Vulgaris ( wild primrose)  Primula Veris (cowslip)
Primula Elavator (oxslip)

All bulbs are flowering size including FREE ones.

Delivery is just £3.50 UK mainland only.
Other destinations please telephone for price.

Cheque or card payments please with orders

Eurobulbs UK Ltd, 314 Smeeth Road
Marshland St James, Wisbech, Cambs PE14 8EP
Tel: 01945 430009  Fax: 01945 430303

Buy your 2017 SEEDS & PM Turf now! Email: info@eurobulbs.co.uk

www.pictorialmeadows.co.uk ALL MAJOR DEBIT AND CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

For a free catalogue call 01142 677 635 visa
L T

To advertise in the classified section call 020 7150 5055




EWHURST EUROPEAN
AND
ASIATIC HARDY PRIMULAS

Specialist hardy primula grower

Ideal plants
for pond
surrounds,
rock gardens,
woodlands and
town gardens
with dapple
shade
MAIL ORDER
NURSERY
¢ ONLY
www.ewhurstprimulas.co.uk
ronwebb@ewhurstprimulas.co.uk

tel: 07710679093

Organic & Low Input

Soft Fruit Plants
PHPS Certified Healthy

welshfruitstocks.co.uk

01497 851209
Order online now for
spring delivery
Spend £45 & save 5%
Spend £75 & save 10%

MARKETPLACE

PLANT DIRECTORY

é% ogue
garden

order your FREE
2017 SEED
CATALOGUE today!

Organic Vegetable, Herband Flower Seeds
Onions, Garlic and Shallots;
Seed Potatoes, Peat Free Cor’ﬁbosts,
Soil preparation, Green manures,
Seed sowing essentials and more
/

01932 878570 www.organiccatalogue.com

Brighten up

your

garden

this summer

With 1600 varieties of Dahlias to choose from

10 Dahlias for the price of 8

Simply enter GWDahlia on the checkout page.

www.nationaldahliacollection.co.uk

Dahlias delivered as rooted Cuttings. Offer ends 31 March 2017.
For full list of Terms & Conditions please visit www.nationaldahliacollection.co.uk/tscs.

HEDGING & YOUNG TREES

Over 400 other varieties of hedging and
young trees, fruit trees, climbers etc. listed
in our FREE COLOUR BROCHURE. For
more information visit our web site.

www.hedging.co.uk

Alder, Common 60-90cm transplants
Amelanchier 60-90cm transplanted
Beech, Green 30-45cm seedlings ...
Beech, Green 60-90cm transplante
Beech, Purple 30-45cm seedlings ..
Beech, Purple 60-90cm transplanted ....
Berberis darwinii 20-30cm pot grow:
Berberis, Green or Purple 40-60cm transpl.
Berberis stenophylla 20-30cm pot grown.
Blackthorn 40-60cm seedlings..
Blackthorn 60-90cm transplant:
Box, Common 15-20cm transplanted...
Box, Dwarf 10-15cm pot grown
Cotoneaster franchetii 40-60cm tran:
Cotoneaster lacteus 40-60cm transplanted.
Dogwood 60-90cm transplanted.
Dogwood, Red-stemmed 40-60cm transplanted. .
Elaeagnus ebbingei 20-30cm pot gre £2
Field Maple 60-90cm transplanted...
Griselinia 20-30cm pot grown....
Guelder Rose 60-90cm transplants
Hazel 60-90cm transplanted
Hedge Germander, pot gr
Holly 30-40cm pot grown
Hornbeam 30-45¢cm seed!|
Horse Friendly Hedging transplants.
Laurel 30-50cm bare root
Leylandii, Golden 30-50ct
Leylandii, Green 40-60cm
Mixed Native Hedging seedlings ....
Mixed Native Hedging 60-90cm transplanted........
Photinia Red Robin 20-30cm pot grow:
Privet, Golden 30-45cm transplanted
Privet, Green 60-90cm bare root.
Pyracantha Red Column or Orange 30-45cm pots.
Quickthorn 40-60cm seedlings...
Quickthorn 60-90cm transplanted...
Quickthorn 90-120cm transplanted.
Rosa canina (Dog Rose) 60-90cm t
Rosa Hansa 30-45cm transplanted
Rosa rugosa 60-90cm transplanted
Rosa rugosa, Red or White 60-90cm trans.
Sea Buckthorn 60-90cm transplanted
Silver Birch 125-150cm transplant
Yew, English 30-40cm pot grown.....
Visit our Garden Centre on A421 west of Buckingham but
do check on availability before calling. Open 7 days a week.
CCARRIAGE - most places except Scottish Highlands & Islands - Add £8.95

BUCKINGHAM NURSERIES
40 Tingewick Road, Buckingham MK18 4AE.
Tel 01280 822133 Fax 01280 815491 info@hedging.co.uk
Catalogue Request Line 01280 827933

(M)
\'02)‘
S

Nationa

Collection

Now open
for spring
delivery

To advertise in the classified section call 020 7150 5055
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' Grow the most Scented
Trailing Petunias!

Stunning scented
petunias — a heavenly

planting combination!

We are delighted to be
working with the renowned
British breeder, David

. Kerley - well known for

| breeding the stunning
Tumbelina® Series of double
flowering petunias! This
gorgeous display brings together the
best scented varieties of the series and
are perfect for hanging baskets and
window boxes. Collection includes:
Petunia Tumbelina® Priscilla AGM blue
Petunia Tumbelina® Joanna pink
Petunia Tumbelina® Melissa creamy white
o Dellghrfully fragrant! Grown from
cuttings in individual Iurge plug cells
measuring up to 12cm(4‘/2|n)
in height 3 : i G j
Despatched from mid W Ot NpPymerre E /
April ready for potting on g
(with baskets and Bacopa
plants, if ordered)
Extremely weather
tolerant with summer
long displays from June to
September

Order Bacopa Abunda
Colossal White to
complete the look!

Bacopa Abunda Colossal Whlte
The perfect hanging basket companion with
copious amounts of tiny starlike flowers all
summer long. 5 young plants ONI.Y £7.95

Order today online at www.mr-fotherg |||s.co.uk/ F1 7APEGW'I

Or phone 0845 371 0518 8am to 8pm MOHdOy to FI"IdOy and 9am to 5pm weekends Calls cost 3p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge
Please post to: Mr Fothergill’s, (F17APEGW1), Gazeley Road, Kentford, Newmarket, Suffolk CB8 7QB

Your Guarantee of Satisfaction should lants arrive i dition,
we will happily arrange a replacement or refund. WeO;aya:s}Ik%;rnp;ggz zfmdsgw(:gi%npllafg, ORDER O N Ll N E & SAVE AN EXTRA 1 00/ (1}

Mr Fotherg||| says ...
“Order the collection,
18 young petunia plants
plus two Easi-Plant
Baskets for ONLY

£18 90!”

products or packaging so that we can inform our delivery and nursery partners. Enter code F17APEGW1 at checkout
Name (Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss) R et P’ggcﬁer Qy; Tota
Delivery Address 49373 : Petunia Tumbelina® Series Scented Falls
(6 young plants, 2 of each) £9.95
Postcode i ) y
50952 : Petunia Tumbelina® Series Scented Falls
Email address (18 young plants, 6 of each) SAVE £13.90! £15.95
Telephone 50953 : Petunia Tumbelina® Series Scented Falls

(18 young plants, 6 of each) PLUS 2 x 30cm(12in)
I enclose my cheque made payable to Mr Fothergill’s. Or debit my VISA D Mastercard D Easi-Plant Hanging Baskets SAVE £18.90! £22.90
Card number:

50792 : Bacopa Abunda Colossal White (5 young plants)

T e R T T I BUY 2 packs and SAVE £2! £7.95
Valid from: Expiry date; 3 digit security code: 1147724 | 2 x 30cm(12in) Easi-Plant Hanging Baskets £11.95
PoF b b o bE b b b (last3numberson i | . . :
H Postage & Packin: £4.95°
signature strip) | 8 FREE Spring Planting g 9
| TOTAL AMOUNT
- | Catalogue out NOW!

) i Please send me my free tRemember to quote your promotional
Signature Date . copy. Complete this coupon and code F17APEGW1 at the checkout.
Offer subJ:elct to availlability and cannot be useq in coniunc!ion with any other gffev from Mr Fothergill's. See \{vebsite for terms post it to us or request the
e S o s 1ol 1t i ot catalogue online Code F17APEGW1

To advertise in the classified section call 020 7150 5055




ASHWOOD NURSERIES

We are specialists in hellebores, snowdrops,
hepaticas, cyclamen, hydrangeas, salvias,
lewisias, auriculas, dwarf conifers and more ...

A8 \ants

Rediscover the romance of the rose... - Beautiful Plants and Special Events
e « Nursery, Garden Shop and Gift Shop
« Tea Room (Open 9:45am-4:45pm daily)

- Mail Order Service to UK & EU
Quote 'GW17' for a free colour brochure

WWW.ASHWOODNURSERIES.COM

Ashwood Nurseries, Ashwood Lower Lane, Kingswinford,
¥ West Midlands DY6 OAE Tel: 01384 401996 [ -

" The Hardy Geranium Specialist

150+
Geranium
varieties

available! = EOSﬂG-fIT
Free Guide and Catalogue IDEST protection ne’rs

on request for all stone fruits

Contact Gary: = ; T
SoIrach Ay See our website for stockists
01684 770 733 07500 600 205

Gary@cranesbillnursery.com ""'Che'l']’_\./ﬁei'sC*Ci"Uk-—r
www.cranesbillnursery.com = 01 462 420 669 2

MG SNOWDROPS
& o INTHE GREEN

/ Bare Root Roses
Plant Centre
;2 ; Free Catalogue
"‘Lﬁ £ ~% Display Gardens
www.classtcroses.co.uk 01953 454707

Please quote GW17 when contacting us

—
Brookside®
NURSERY

SINGLE SNOWDROPS £9 PER 100 | ACONITES £8 PER 50
2_ “British Grown Bedding Plants, £70 PER 1000 | MINIATURE DAFFODILS £8 PER 50

v obtaBl Plants, Perennials & Herbs® DOUBLE SNOWDROPS ~ £14 PER 100 | MINIATURETULIPS £8 PER 50
N EEEEabTe LAE EolIaLs:c £120 PER 1000 | DWARF IRIS £7 PER 50

ENGLISH BLUEBELLS £14 PER 100 | FRITILLARIA £8 PER 50

2017 ata ogue OUT NOW! (I CROCUS £9 PER 100 | SNOWFLAKES £10 PER 10

ALL BULBS TOP QUALITY

P&P FREE — MAKE CHEQUES & POSTAL ORDERS PAYABLE TO:
ANGLIA BULBS, LORDS LANE, WISBECH, CAMBS PE13 4TU
PHONE 01945 410966

CREDIT AND DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED

ALSTROEMERIA &
IRIS BY MAIL ORDER

defager

Top Quality, Top Size Bulbs
Flower Bulb Specialists Since 1868

NEW Summer
_ BuIbs & PIants

i ne Istroeeria FEE
with every order

Free 2017 illustrated catalogue

— 01939 291475
' Request a free copy online or call us

brooksidenursery.co.uk - 0333 335 6'78 s

Viv Marsh Postal Plants

GW 0317, Walford Heath

Order direct online at www.dejager.co. uk

S ‘ksnde Nursery, School.hne ints, Tai . to get a 10% discount Shrewsbury, SY4 2HT
! ey = YLCOMK For a FREE Catalogue Te:01622 840229 www.postalplants.co.uk




MARKETPLACE

PLANT DIRECTORY

-

e your soil |3{3:
atural way ;14

'WORTH £4.95__2

ng process produces this nutrient dense
2 element rich seaweed.

Use as\mulch, top d
scil enricher or liqui

feefo

The Global Feedback Engine

Large Gardens
& Allotments 44

2 x 44 Litre Sacks LITRE

£35.90
Regular Gardens _‘

& Small Allctments
1 x 44 Litre Sack ﬂTﬂ;

;:;::m‘? Eum =i froe

Bxs) hm - WHHER traca elemunts fom seaunser

1 :‘:ﬁwm% MR ibrous formutaticn

ity .m:—mmmﬂ.fruig_ TRSRL TS, shiibis et S
RvES Soll structure, on

FEEES ]ls

Tie s Tt

ICOCTRGES Rl e O

pd 1
Aekicr RS SA03a 0 (450m 11 e G o ap PG ORGAHIC EXTRA

10% Naturai Coneantrated Farnsyard Mamrd

Small Gardens

1x 22 Litre
No-Spill Bucket

£17.99

:‘:{'::ws-- -
e -
‘marshalls-seeds.co.uik BRI e et

et b b Dy (1 et =
oW marshalli-seed cout

v k.

- M. i L % ¥ __ N '.‘ . ey —
3\, EQST\(() (2] marshalls-seeds.co.uk/OEGWX1  (Ermmrmte-n 100%
- at the time you recgive it,A or if it does not
ORDER | & 08445576792 [w Marshalis Alconbuy i, EiiARRGRAORR *Alacr

Huntingdon PE28 4HY

Post to: Marshalls, Alconbury Hill, Huntingdon, PE28 4HY Name: (Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss)

Please send me: Code | Qty | Price | Total Price Delivery Address:

Organic Extra— 22 litre Bucket 1090-4600 £17.99 Postcode:

Organic Extra — 44 litre Sack . .

SAVE£12.99 1090-4605 £22.99 Telephone: Email:

Organic Extra — 44 litre Sack x 2 1090-4610 £35.90 | enclose my cheque made payable to Marshalls O ' PayPal

SAVE £36.00 (compared 0 4x 22 ire Bucke) Debit my VISA 00 Mastercard 0 Maestro I option available online

*Quote AOEGWX1 to receive FREE P&P worth £4.95, P&P FREE £4.857 Card No: :

when ordering or enter it in the ‘redeem voucher’ panel in : FREE Spring 2017 Marshalls
your on-line shopping basket. Total cost Start Date: / End Date: / Catalogue OUT NOW!

Please send me my FREE copy

We recommend that you don't Issue No (Debit Cards Only); CWV (3 digit code on reverse of card):

handle chicken manure based

products if you are allergic to Name on Card: Signature: EI (i
chicken and feathers. www.marshalls-seeds.co.uk

Offer subject to availability and cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer from Marshalls. See website for T&Cs. Credit/debit cards charged at time of
THE VEGETABLE AND FRUIT COMPANY ordering. Please tick 7 if you would prefer not to receive offers other than from our Company. Offer valid until 22/03/2017. Call 0844 557 6792

To advertise in the classified section call 020 7150 5055




MARKETPLACE

PLANT DIRECTORY

NEW

for 2017

2017 Catalogue
OUT NOW! '

v Spend £20 and receive Bundle of Joy
es worth £12.99 for only 99p

v Buy any 2 bedding packs and save £4

| YEAR QY THE ZIRNIA

v/ Buy any 3 young plant packs and save £5 e

Request your FREE Unwins Catalogue today °
at unwins.co.uk or cal 0844 5738400  UIMWINS

Monday-Friday 8.30am-6.30pm, Saturday-Sunday 9am-4pm. Calls cost 7p per minute plus your telephone company’s access charge.

Marshalls

THE VEGETABLE AND FRUIT COMPANY

The NEW Spring Catalogue - OUT NOW!
MARSHALLS IS THE FIRST CHOICE FOR f
AWARD-WINNING VEGETABLES

3 FREE Strawberry Plants
With Every Soft Fruit Order Over £20

Windowsill Propagator
Only £3.99 when you spend £25 on Seeds

FREE Garlic Chive Seeds With Every Potato Order

NEW 99p
Seed Range

To take advantage of the latest offers, request your FREE Marshalls
catalogue today at www.marshalls-seeds.co.uk or call 0844 557 6700

Calls cost 7p per minute plus your telephone company’s access charge. See terms and conditions online.

Protect our,
Eritish birds"

ORDER YOUR FREE CATALOGUE
birdsandbees.co.uk
or 0800 440 28 28

1000+ different bare root hardy trees - shrubs -

conifers - hedging - fruit - forest trees for garden,

farm & estate from nurseries at 850ft above
sea-level. Mail order our speciality.

Call 015396 23246 for your FREE 130 page catalogue

GW 03/17 Kirkby Stephen Cumbria CA17 4LX
sales@weasdale.com

www.weasdale.com

HEDGING, TREES & SHRUBS

INDEPENDENT TRIALS CONFIRM US AS THE BEST SUPPLIER.
OVER A MILLION TOP QUALITY PLANTS GROWN ON OUR OWN 70
ACRE NURSERY. FURTHER DISCOUNTS FOR LARGER ORDERS.

AMELANCHIER LAMARKI 60/80cm transplanted
BEECH, GREEN 30/40cm bare root

BEECH, GREEN 40/60cm transplanted

BEECH, GREEN 60/80cm transplanted

BEECH, GREEN 80/100cm feath. whips.

BEECH, GREEN 100/125¢m feath. whips

BEECH, GREEN 125/150cm feath. whips

BEECH, GREEN 150/175¢m feath. whips

BEECH, GREEN 175/200cm feath. trees

BEECH, PURPLE 30/40cm bare root

BEECH, PURPLE 40/60cm transplanted

BEECH, PURPLE 60/80cm transplanted

BEECH, PURPLE 80/100cm feath. whips

BEECH, PURPLE 100/125cm feath. whips

BEECH, PURPLE 125/150cm feath. whips

BEECH, PURPLE 150/175¢m feath.whips

BERBERIS DARWINI 30/40cm in 2 litre pots
BERBERIS GREEN OR PURPLE 60/90cm transplanted
BIRCH, SILVER 60/80cm bare root

BIRCH, SILVER 125/150cm transplanted
BLACKTHORN 40/60cm bare root

BLACKTHORN 60/90cm transplanted

BOX, COMMON 15/20cm transplanted

BOX, COMMON 20/30cm transplanted

BOX, COMMON 30/40cm transplanted

BOX, COMMON 40/50cm transplanted

BOX,DWARF 10/15¢m in 9cm pots

BOX, FAULKNER 30/40cm transplanted

BOX, GOLDEN 20/30cm in 2 ltre pots

BOX, VARIEGATED 20/30cm in 2 litre pots
CHRISTMAS TREES 25/40cm transplanted
COTONEASTER LACTEUS 50/70cm in 2 litre pots
COTONEASTER FRANCHETTII 40/60cm transplanted
DOGWOOD MIDWINTER FIRE 30/40cm transplanted
DOGWOOD RED STEMMED 60/90cm transplanted
DOGWOOD YELLOW STEMMED 60/90cm transplanted
ELAEAGNUS EBBINGEIl 60/80cm in 3 ltre pots.
ESCALLONIA, APPLE BLOSSOM 50/70cm in 2 litre pots
ESCALLONIA RED 50/70cm in 2 litre pots
ESCALLONIA RED 80/100cm in 7.5 litre pots*
EUONYMUS GOLD OR SILVER 12/20cm in 1 litre pots
GRISELINIA LITTORALIS 30/50cm in 2 litre pots
GRISELINIA LITTORALIS 50/80cm in 2 ltre pots
GRISELINIA LITTORALIS 120/150cm in 15 ltre pots*™
GUELDER ROSE 60/90cm transplanted

HAZEL 60/90cm transplanted

HAZEL 90/120cm transplanted

HOLLY, BLUE 30/50cm in 2 litre pots

HOLLY, GREEN 30/40cm in 9cm pots

HOLLY, GREEN 50/60cm in 2 litre pots

HOLLY, GREEN 100/120cm in 4 litre pots*

HOLLY, GOLDEN 30/50cm in 2 litre pots

HOLLY, JAPANESE BOX LEAVED 12/20cm in 9cm pots
HOLLY, SILVER 30/50cm in 2 ltre pots

HORNBEAM 30740cm bare root

HORNBEAM 40/60cm feath. whips

HORNBEAM 60/80cm feath. whips

HORNBEAM 80/100cm feath. whips

HORNBEAM 100/125¢m feath. whips

HORNBEAM 125/150cm feath. whips

HORNBEAM 150/175¢m feath. whips

HORNBEAM 175/200cm feath. whips

LAUREL, COMMON 30/40cm transplanted

LAUREL, COMMON 40/60cm transplanted

LAUREL, COMMON 60/80cm transplanted

LAUREL, COMMON 80/100cm roothalled*

LAUREL, COMMON 100/120cm rootballed*
LAUREL, COMMON 120/150cm rootballed*
LAUREL, COMMON 150/175cm rootballed*
LAUREL, COMMON 175/200cm rootballed*
LAUREL, PORTUGAL 40/60cm in 2 litre pots
LAUREL, PORTUGAL 60/80cm in 2 ltre pots
LAUREL, PORTUGAL 80/100cm rootballed*

LAUREL, PORTUGAL 100/120cm rootballed*
LAUREL, PORTUGAL 120/150cm rootballed*
LAUREL, PORTUGAL 150/175¢cm roothalled*

Per10
£17.00
£5.50
£7.80
£10.80
£22.30
£29.80
£40.20
£71.80
£12540
£14.00
£17.10
£23.80
£38.30
£54.80
£69.20
£103.10
£65.40
£23.80
£8.30
£19.70
£5.80
£9.50
£19.00
£22.00
£25.20
£39.50
£29.90
£23.80
£67.20
£67.20
£10.70
£55.80
£13.90
£40.20
£14.00
£14.00
£83.40
£67.20
£67.20
£166.80
£37.20
£55.80
£67.20
£315.60
£13.00
£13.80
£17.10
£55.80
£31.80
£59.40
£149.40
£55.80
£31.80
£55.80
£5.50
£9.00
£11.90
£21.00
£29.90
£40.20
£71.80
£12540
£19.80
£29.90
£40.20
£135.00
£177.00
£258.00
£373.80
£502.20
£59.40
£67.20
£166.20
£258.00
£338.40
£602.20

Per 50
£79.00
£25.00
£34.00
£48.00
£97.00
£132.00
£179.00
£316.00
£516.00
£64.00
£79.00
£108.00
£172.00
£251.00
£312.00
£484.00
£309.00
£108.00
£37.00
£88.00
£25.00
£43.00
£79.00
£99.00
£115.00
£155.00
£129.00
£108.00
£315.00
£315.00
£48.00
£261.00
£64.00
£179.00
£64.00
£64.00
£396.00
£315.00
£315.00
£795.00
£167.00
£261.00
£315.00
£1527.00
£60.00
£65.00
£79.00
£261.00
£144.00
£276.00
£705.00
£261.00
£138.00
£261.00
£25.00
£41.00
£53.00
£93.00
£132.00
£179.00
£316.00
£516.00
£85.00
£132.00
£179.00
£636.00
£846.00
£1239.00
£1806.00
£2397.00
£276.00
£336.00
£795.00
£1239.00
£1641.00
£2397.00

LAUREL, PORTUGAL 175/200cm rootballed*
LAUREL, SPOTTED 30/50cm in 3 litre pots
LAVENDER, HIDCOTE 5/8cm in 9cm pots

LAVENDER, HIDCOTE 5/10cm in 11cm pots
LAVENDER, HIDCOTE 10/15cm in 2 litre pots
LAVENDER, MUNSTEAD 5/10cm in 11cm pots
LAVENDER, PROVENCE BLUE 5/10cm in 11cm pots
LAVENDER, PROVENCE BLUE 10/20cm in 2 litre pots
LEYLANDI, GOLD OR GREEN 30/40cm in 11cm pots
LEYLANDII, GREEN 60/80cm in 1 litre pots
LEYLANDII, GREEN 80/100cm in 2 litre pots
LEYLANDI, GREEN OR GOLD 100/120cm in 2 litre pots
LEYLANDI, GREEN 125/150cm in 5 ltre pots.
LEYLANDI, GREEN OR GOLD 150/175¢m in 10 litre pots*
LEYLANDII, GREEN OR GOLD 175/200cm in 10 litre pots*
LONICERA NITIDA 30/50cm in 2 litre pots

LONICERA NITIDA 50/70cm in 2 litre pots

MAPLE, FIELD 90/120cm transplanted

MIXED NATIVE HEDGING 40/60cm bare root

MIXED NATIVE HEDGING 60/80cm bare root

MIXED NATIVE HEDGING 60/90cm transplanted
MIXED NATIVE SPECIAL MIX 60/90cm transplanted
MIXED NATIVE SPECIAL MIX 90/120cm transplanted
MIXED NATIVE HEDGING 120/150cm transplanted
MIXED NATIVE HEDGING 150/175¢cm transplanted
MOUNTAIN ASH (ROWAN) 120/150cm feath. whips
OAK, ENGLISH 60/90cm transplanted

PHOTINIA RED ROBIN 30/50cm in 2 litre pots
PHOTINIA RED ROBIN 50/80cm in 2 litre pots
PHOTINIA RED ROBIN 60/80cm in 3 litre pots
PHOTINIA RED ROBIN 125/150cm in 7.5 ltre pots™
PINE, SCOTS 25/40cm transplanted

PLUM, MYROBALAN 100/125¢m transplanted
POPLAR, LOMBARDY 125;150cm bare root

PRIVET, GOLDEN 40/60cm transplanted

PRIVET, GOLDEN 60/80cm transplanted

PRIVET, GREEN 40/60cm bare root

PRIVET, GREEN 60/80cm bare root

PRIVET, GREEN 100/120cm bare root

PRIVET, GREEN 120/140cm bare root

PRIVET, GREEN 150/175¢m in 10 litre pots™

PRIVET, GREEN 175/200cm in 15 litre pots™
PYRACANTHA, ORANGE ) 30/50cm in 2 litre pots
RED OR YELLOW ) 50/80cm in 2 lire pots

ALL POT GROWN )80/100cm in 2 litre pots
QUICKTHORN (HAWTHORN) 40/60cm bare root
QUICKTHORN (HAWTHORN) 60/80cm bare root
QUICKTHORN (HAWTHORN) 60/90cm transplanted
QUICKTHORN (HAWTHORN) 90/120cm transplanted
QUICKTHORN (HAWTHORN) 125/150cm feath. whip
QUICKTHORN (HAWTHORN) 175/200cm in 10 litre pots™
ROSE, DOG ROSE 60/100cm transplanted

ROSE FIELD ROSE 40/60cm transplanted

ROSE RUGOSA RED OR WHITE 60/90cm transplanted
ROSE, SWEET BRIAR 60/100cm transplanted
ROSEMARY 25/40cm in 2 litre pots

THUJA PLICATA ATROVIRENS 60/80cm in 2 litre pots
THUJA PLICATA ATROVIRENS 80/100cm in 2 itre pots
THUJA PLICATA ATROVIRENS 100/125¢m in 5 litre pots*
THUJA PLICATA ATROVIRENS 125/150cm in 5 litre pots*
THUJA PLICATA ATROVIRENS 150/175¢m in 10 litre pots™
THUJA PLICATA ATROVIRENS 120/150cm rootballed*
VIBURNUM TINUS 25/40cm in 2 litre pots

VIBURNUM TINUS 40/50cm in 3 litre pots

YEW, ENGLISH 20/30cm transplanted

YEW, ENGLISH 30/40cm transplanted

YEW, ENGLISH 40/60cm transplanted

YEW, ENGLISH 60/90cm transplanted

YEW, ENGLISH 60/90cm in 3 litre pots

YEW, ENGLISH 60/90cm in 5 litre pots

YEW, ENGLISH 80/100cm rootballed™

YEW, ENGLISH 100/125¢m roothalled*

YEW, ENGLISH 125/150cm roothalled*

YEW, ENGLISH 150/175¢m rootballed*

SPIRAL TREE GUARDS 45cm

BAMBOO CANES 90cm

Per10
£734.40
£94.80
£27.40
£37.20
£55.80
£37.20
£37.20
£55.80
£27.40
£45.00
£67.20
£77.90
£143.40
£258.00
£315.60
£55.80
£67.20
£17.10

£22.30
£17.10
£55.80
£67.20
£75.50
£280.80
£13.90
£17.90
£17.90
£23.80
£33.50
£10.10
£14.00
£23.80
£64.70
£225.00
£302.40
£65.80
£67.20
£77.90
£5.30
£6.50
£9.50
£11.40
£21.40
£225.00
£11.90
£22.30
£14.00
£14.00
£55.80
£55.80
£75.50
£143.40
£199.20
£303.60
£177.00
£63.50
£77.90
£22.70
£27.50
£41.90
£54.70
£91.20
£146.40
£190.80
£258.00
£397.80
£678.00
£2.50
£1.50

Per 50
£3474.00
£447.00
£119.00
£167.00
£261.00
£167.00
£167.00
£261.00
£119.00
£216.00
£315.00
£363.00
£678.00
£1239.00
£1527.00
£261.00
£315.00
£79.00
£29.00
£37.00
£51.00
£55.00
£65.00
£126.00
£237.00
£97.00
£79.00
£261.00
£315.00
£351.00
£1353.00
£64.00
£76.00
£76.00
£108.00
£141.00
£45.00
£64.00
£108.00
£251.00
£1083.00
£1437.00
£261.00
£315.00
£363.00
£24.00
£30.00
£43.00
£51.00
£93.00
£1083.00
£53.00
£97.00
£64.00
£64.00
£261.00
£261.00
£351.00
£678.00
£957.00
£1467.00
£846.00
£276.00
£363.00
£99.00
£123.00
£186.00
£251.00
£429.00
£699.00
£915.00
£1239.00
£1926.00
£3210.00
£12.00
£5.40

CARRIAGE - PLEASE ADD £7.15 (excluding Scottish Highlands and items marked*)
ALL PRICES AND CHARGES INCLUDE VAT
HOPES GROVE NURSERIES, SMALLHYTHE ROAD, TENTERDEN, KENT, TN30 7LT
Tel: 01580 765600 Fax: 01580 766894 MINIMUM ORDER £36 (EXCLUDING CARRIAGE)
Email: sales@hopesgrovenurseries.co.uk Order Online at: www.hopesgrovenurseries.co.uk
All enquiries and Credit/Debit card orders welcome. Office open 9-5 Mon-Fri. Sat. 9-1 Closed Sunday.

Our 40 page full colour brochure is FREE on request with over 400 photo’s. We stock a full range of HEDGING,
TOPIARY, SHRUBS, CONIFERS, BUSHES, RHODODENDRONS AND GROUND COVER PLANTS.

‘w =
VISA | 5 s

To advertise in the classified section call 020 7150 5055




Fills six 12"
hanging baskets.
Cascades (up to
40cm/16") over
hanging baskets
to give a glorious
outdoor display.
Easy to maintain,
no deadheading
required.

Will flower all
summer and into
\ autumn.
Delivered from
Mid-April ready
for planting on.

feefo

The Global Feedback Engine

Great with our
12" Easi-Plant
Hanging Baskets
Only £9.99 per pair

e

— e

3 EASY
WAYS TO

ORDER

MARKETPLACE

PLANT DIRECTORY

—

\.'

&’ 0844 573 8372

Post to: Unwins, Alconbury Hill, Huntingdon, PE28 4HY

unwins.co.uk/ TRAGWX1

Unwins, Alconbury Hill,
Huntingdon PE28 4HY

Please send me: Code Qty | Price |Total Price
48 Plants - Begonia llumination Apricot SAVE £2  [5116-5062 £10.99

48 Plants - Begonia llumination Tropical SAVE £2  [5116-5063 £10.99

96 Plants - Begonia llumination Apricot SAVE £2  |5116-5036 £19.90

96 Plants - Begonia llumination Tropical SAVE £2  |5116-5037 £19.90

B Pt B ke [o1oovts|  [et00

Pair of 12" Easi-Plant Hanging Baskets (0rder 3 for 96 plants) [ 5090-9715 £9.99

Quoting code ATRAGWX1 when ordering or enter it in the P&P £4.95
‘redeem voucher’ panel in your on-line shopping basket. Total cost

Offer based on purchasing 96 plants, subject to availability and

unwins

cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer from Unwins.
See website for T&Cs. Credit/debit cards charged at time of
ordering. Please tick LT if you would prefer not to receive offers
other than from our Company. Offer valid until 22/03/2017.

YOUR 100%

Name: (Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss)
Delivery Address:

Postcode: Telephone:

Email:

| enclose my cheque made payable to Unwins [ . PayPal
Debit my VISA O Mastercard O Maestro O option available online

Card No:
Start Date: /

Issue No (Debit Cards Only):

End Date: /

CVV (3 digit code on reverse of card):
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Success with dahlias
How to grow perfect blooms with
Carol’s secrets to success

PHOTOS: MARSHA ARNOLD; SARAH CUTTLE; GETTY/MATT CARDY,

RONSTICK; JASON INGRAM

176 gardenersworld.com

NEeXt montn.

‘SmallBBace solutiorit

tomatoes
Mori'tyﬁl ares
his|go
gro |n§L guide

plete”

-3 Banish pests

Alan reveals how to tackle

I pests without chemicals
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® Easy to grow Gardeners’
e Flowers till autumn Y World magzze
e Loved by bees 3
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Rudbeckia & cornflower seed COMING UP IN MAY
FREE double-pack with every issue
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Your 2-for-1 Card
& Garden Guide

v Enjoy two adult tickets for
the price of one

74 Major attractions include
Eden Project, Kew Gardens,
Warwick Castle & Alnwick

v/ 20+ new gardens for 2017

v/ save £££s on garden visiting
— card valid until April 2018

(V4 Single person discounts

| s 4
Save on trips t’
the Eden Project -

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
Get GW mag + our 2-for-1 guide

direct to your door — just £29.99
for 12 issues. See page 157
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ales from

Titchmars

Mindfulness may be the latest trend, but it's an activity
thatisingrained in the hearts of gardeners, says Alan

friend of mind went

onone of these : ) : time to stand and stare.” Ilike to
‘mindfulness’ courses. : dI€ passionate : think that gardening is the obvious
Hiswife madehimdo : ¢ occupation for those of a ‘mindful’
it. She said it would make him slow : about the : disposition. We gardeners do stand
down. I have always known him land beneath and stare, and we do see what lies
to be arefreshingly energeticsort, : their feet, and ¢ before us, most of the time atany
although, in her eyes, he was manic : . : rate. What’s more, we take along-
rather than energetic, and Ibowto : do their best : term view of our activities —we
her wisdom, borne of proximity. ‘tolook after : don’tdesign clothes that willnext ~:
He lasted two evenings. He said H : year be out of fashion or cook meals :
:itand assure

that after having araisin putin
his hand, and being told to gaze
atitand nothing else for the
next 10 minutes, he knew that
‘mindfulness’ was not for him.
Irather like my friend the way he is,
but then I do have sympathy with
some aspects of ‘mindfulness’, if
not the term itself, which smacks
of cod psychology and has clearly
become the new ‘big thing’.

There is nothing new about it
atall. WH Davies put pen to paper
reminding us of the need

: (19 Gardeners

: itof ahealthy
: future - -

&

. isthislife if, full of care, we have no

. thatare gone in a moment, both

: of which are activities loudly

. trumpeted by the media. No, we

: are, quite simply, passionate about
. theland beneath our feet, and do

¢ ourlevel best to look after it and

: assure it of a healthy future. We

. are mindful of its importance.

Few would argue with such
sentiments. But to many, this
means nothing more than

tuningin to Countryfile
and Planet Earth —two
impressive television

to be still and observe series of laudable intent,
justover 100 years * which open our eyes to the land
ago when he that surrounds and sustains us.
wrote: “What And yet, at the same time, I feel

178 gardenersworld.com

saddened that to many viewers
they neatly encapsulate the
natural world and keep it safe
within thatlittle box that can be
opened, marvelled at and safely
packed away again between
episodes: nature at the flick
of aswitch, the only sensual
involvement being that of
the eyes; nature portrayed
as avicarious pleasure —all
admiration and no actual
physical involvement.
Thereis an
inherent danger in
the general being
regarded as more
important than
the particular.
The particular
—getting outon
abit of ground
of your own,
however small,
and tending it
and tilling it,
and sowing

: seeds and planting things —is

: forgotten about, or regarded as

¢ beinglessimportant and certainly
¢ less worth trumpeting in the wider
: scheme of things. The opposite,

: Treckon, is true.

This, I think, is where ‘productive

mindfulness’ comes in: taking time
: notonly to consider that broad
: beanseed in your hand and marvel

atits construction — from the hilum

¢ (the scar where it was attached to

¢ the parent pod) to the dormant

¢ radicle (the firstroot), and the fact

: thataslongasitis kept cooland dry
¢ itwill remain viable for 10 years or

: more-but also to push it with your
¢ index finger into a pot of moist,

: aromatic compost and watch

: itgrowinto a plant that can feed

. you. This simple action, and the

¢ subsequent cultivation of the plant,
: can offer you more real solace than
i gazingupon awithered raisin or

¢ even aspectacular and expensively
: produced television series about

: animals eating one another.

Many will not discover this

magic. Itis, after all, harder to sell

¢ thiskind of unglamorous activity

. to agenerally indolent public than

: something they can sit back and

: watch, and feel they have therefore
experienced. We, the converts

* who know of its deeply satisfying

i (and, yes, more than occasionally

: frustrating) qualities — raising

¢ plants from seeds, rooting cuttings,
: the smell of a new-mown lawn,

: watchinga sapling growinto a tree
¢ —have alot of work to do if we are

: toraise such awareness. Perhaps

: we would be more successful if

: we simply called it... mindfulness.

March 2017
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Horticultural
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Sharing the best in Gardening

The only greenhouses
endorsed by the RHS

Traditional Cedar Greenhouses

Enbhanced by Technology

ST S R %
-. ‘_hh" e T . T4

o
S
e

* FOR INFORMATION ABOUT WHAT MAKES GABRIEL ASH GREENHOUSES SO SPECIAL
cALL 01829 271 890 oOR visIT www.gabrielash.com

MADE IN BRITAIN



b,
HARTLEY &f»BOTANIC
s ]

HANDMADE WITH PRIDE SINCE 1938

THE HARTLEY SALE HAS GROWN

HARTLEY %BOTANIC

HANDGMADE WATH PRIDE SINCE 1938

& THE HARTLEY

Classic Glasshouse ' - oS s 3

OFFERS EXTENDED UNTIL 6th MARCH

Sharing the best in Gardening For information call 0800 783 8083 or visit www.hartley-botanic.co.uk

The only aluminium

Bmenis NOTHING ELSE IS A HARTLEY




